“No  violence!” 


Gaybash  murder  sparks 
community  growth  in 
Hartford 

A  les/gay  community  whose  political  activism 
has  focused  mostly  on  gay  rights  undergoes 
rapid  evolution  as  it  responds  to  a  brutal  anti¬ 
gay  murder 


By  William  John  Mann 

HARTFORD,  Ct.  —  Hartford’s  lesbian 
and  gay  community  has  been  galvanized  as 
well  as  challenged  in  recent  months  by  the 
gay-bashing  murder  of  a  local  man,  Richard 
F.  Reihl,  in  the  early  morning  hours  of  May 
15. 

Reihl’s  murder  has  motivated  lesbian  and 
gay  activists  to  step  up  their  efforts  to  fight 
anti-gay  violence,  but  differing  strategies 
have  emerged  as  activists  have  taken  on  the 
judicial  system,  the  Catholic  Church  and  the 
media’s  relation  to  the  case. 

The  case 

Two  city  teenagers,  Sean  Burke,  17,  and 
Marcos  Perez,  16,  are  accused  of  killing 
Reihl  after  meeting  him  at  a  known  cruising 
spot  in  downtown  Hartford.  In  a  lengthy 
statement  to  police,  Perez  wrote  that  he  and 
Burke  went  to  the  area  looking  for  someone 
to  beat  up.  He  said  they  willingly  accom¬ 
panied  Reihl  to  his  home  in  Wethersfield,  a 
suburb  of  Hartford,  where  they  sat  around 
drinking  Diet  Coke.  According  to  Perez, 
Burke  at  one  point  went  upstairs  with  Reihl, 
only  to  come  back  downstairs,  grab  a  log 
from  the  fireplace,  and  proceed  to  beat 
Reihl  with  it.  The  statement  indicates  the 
youths  chased  Reihl  out  to  his  front  lawn 
where  they  bound  his  mouth  and  hands  with 
duct  tape  and  continued  to  beat  him.  Perez’ 


statement  said:  “I  told  the  guy  how  I  hated 
fags  and  how  I  wanted  to  kill  him.” 

After  bludgeoning  Reihl,  the  youths  left 
the  scene,  according  to  Perez.  But,  he  said, 
“We  decided  to  turn  around  and  go  back  to 
make  sure  he  was  dead.”  According  to  the 
statement,  Burke  hit  Reihl  with  the  log 
“three  or  four”  more  times. 

Burke  and  Perez  were  arrested  June  1  and 
charged  with  felony  murder  and  first-degree 
robbery.  On  June  8  more  charges  were 
brought  against  them  in  the  brutal  beating 
and  robbery  of  a  gay  man  which  took  place 
the  night  before  Reihl’s  murder.  Two  other 
youths,  Lawrence  Brush,  18,  and  James 
O’Brien,  17,  friends  and  classmates  of 
Burke  at  Hartford’s  South  Catholic  High 
School,  were  also  arrested  in  connection 
with  the  beating/robbery  case.  The  victim, 
an  unidentified  West  Hartford  man,  was 
beaten,  bound,  threatened  with  death,  and 
robbed.  According  to  police,  the  man  said 
the  four  teenagers  told  him  not  to  report  the 
crime  because  they  said  they  wouldn’t  get 
caught,  and  besides,  they  “did  this  all  the 
time.” 

Brush  said  in  his  statement  to  the  police: 
“Sean  said  we  were  going  to  beat  the  guy  up. 
We  knew  the  guy  was  gay.  I  knew  that  Sean 
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Black  and  White  Men 
Together  to  launch  AIDS 
education  program 

Federal  grant  will  fund  nationwide  network  of  AIDS 
educators  within  gay  and  bisexual  communities  of  color 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON  —  Plans  are  underway 
for  one  of  the  most  ambitious  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  programs  focusing  on  gay  and  bisexual 
men  of  color.  The  National  Association  of 
Black  and  White  Men  Together 
(NABWMT)  Aug.  25  was  awarded  a 
$207,000  grant  from  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC)  to  establish  a  National  Task 
Force  on  AIDS  Prevention,  according  to 
NABWMT  Director  Reggie  Williams. 

Of  32  minority  AIDS  organizations 
awarded  CDC  grants,  NABWMT  was  the 
only  gay-identified  group  to  receive  funds. 
Other  recipients  include:  The  Alaskan 
Native  Health  Board,  The  American  Indian 
Health  Care  Association,  Blacks  Educating 
Blacks  About  Sexual  and  Health  Issues 
(BEBASHI)  and  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference. 

NABWMT,  a  multi-racial  social  and 


political  group  for  gay  men,  plans  to  coor¬ 
dinate  its  22  local  chapters  of  BWMT  and 
Men  of  All  Colors  Together  (MACT)  into  a 
national  network  for  AIDS  education.  The 
NABWMT  Task  Force  program  has  five 
major  components: 

•  conducting  a  survey  of  sexual  attitudes 
and  behavior  in  Black  gay  and  bisexual  com¬ 
munities  across  the  country; 

•  expanding  “Hot,  Horny  and  Healthy” 
safer  sex  workshops; 

•  training  BWMT  members  to  be  AIDS 
educators; 

•  setting  up  community  AIDS  educa¬ 
tional  forums  and  support  groups  for  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  (PWAs);  and 

•  coordinating  work  of  local  chapters 
from  the  national  office  in  San  Francisco. 

The  NABWMT  Task  Force  proposal  also 
Continued  on  page  3 
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New  York  les/gay 
community  rages  against 
anti-gay  violence 

Speak  out  turns  into  marathon  march,  ends  on  note  of 
police  brutality 


By  Andrew  Miller 

NEW  YORK  —  A  Sept.  26  demonstra¬ 
tion  scheduled  as  a  speak-out  and  rally 
against  anti-gay  and  lesbian  attacks  turned 
into  an  angry  march  around  Greenwich  Vil¬ 
lage  until  late  into  the  night.  The  protest 
resulted  in  the  disruption  of  traffic,  two  ar¬ 
rests,  and  a  sit-in  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
6th  Precinct  of  the  New  York  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  on  West  10th  Street. 

The  late  afternoon  rally  in  Sheridan 
Square  began  peacefully,  with  members  of 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community  and  their 
supporters  recounting  various  incidents  of 
bias-related  violence  directed  at  them  or 
those  they  knew.  People  spoke  not  only  of 
physical  and  verbal  abuse,  but  of  less  ob¬ 
vious  forms  of  violence  in  the  community, 
citing  AIDS,  suicide  and  gay  invisibility  in 
mainstream  culture.  “Not  being  able  to  be 
who  you  are  is  a  form  of  violence,  too,”  said 
Regina  Moore,  a  first-year  student  at  Sarah 
Lawrence  College  who  came  to  the  rally 
with  a  group  of  gay  and  lesbian  students 
from  that  school.  Others  spoke  angrily 
about  the  widespread  tolerance  and  perpet¬ 
uation  of  violence  towards  gay  people. 

Organizers  of  the  demonstration  said  the 
event  was  called  as  a  response  to  the  recent 
rise  in  anti-gay  violence  in  New  York  City. 
They  specifically  cited  an  incident  on  West 
103rd  Street  in  late  August  in  which  two  gay 
men  were  attacked  with  knives  and  baseball 
bats  by  a  gang  shouting  anti-gay  epithets. 

At  one  point  during  the  rally  of  about 
175,  Mahtowi,  one  of  its  organizers,  singled 
out  a  man  in  the  crowd  wearing  a  “Bush  for 
President”  button,  and  accused  him  of  har¬ 
assing  the  demonstrators  by  taking  their 
pictures.  The  photographer,  Andrew  Mag- 
idson,  who  said  he  was  an  area  resident,  was 
driven  from  the  demonstration  by  shouts  of 
“Bigots  gotta  go!”  and  escorted  away  by 


police.  Magidson,  who  described  himself  as 
a  libertarian,  said  he  had  come  to  the 
demonstration  just  to  see  what  was  going 
on.  “I  think  it’s  sad  when  victims  of  oppres¬ 
sion  react  in  the  manner  of  their  oppressors. 
Those  people  are  becoming  their  oppres¬ 
sors,”  he  added.  Some  of  the  demonstrators 
later  said  that  Magidson  had  told  them  he 
was  doing  a  photo  essay  on  deviance. 

The  first  confrontation  between  demon¬ 
strators  and  police  came  after  the  rally’s  or¬ 
ganizers  led  the  demonstrators  in  a  march 
down  Christopher  Street.  Chanting  “Out  of 
the  bars  and  into  the  streets!”  the  marchers, 
numbering  about  75,  turned  left  on  to  West 
Street,  marching  south  in  the  northbound 
lane  and  disrupting  oncoming  traffic.  Some 
of  the  participants  sat  down  at  the  Clarkson 
Street  intersection,  but  got  up  and  contin¬ 
ued  their  march  before  any  arrests  were 
made.  Over  the  next  two  hours,  the  group 
played  cat  and  mouse  with  the  police  —  at 
times  blocking  traffic  in  front  of  the  6th 
Precinct  headquarters  and  forming  a  “wall 
of  resistance”  across  Sixth  Avenue,  but 
always  dispersing  and  moving  on  when 
threatened  with  arrest. 

“We  didn’t  get  arrested  because  we  didn’t 
want  to  be  arrested,”  said  Ortez  Alderson, 
one  of  the  demonstrators.  “This  is  a  day  of 
rage.  We  don’t  play  their  game,  they  have  to 
play  ours,”  he  continued,  referring  to  the 
police. 

The  march  appeared  spontaneous  and 
lacking  in  focus  and  direction.  “Do  you 
think  I’m  leading  this  group?”  said  Michael 
Petrelis,  another  of  the  day’s  organizers. 
“It’s  leading  itself,”  he  said. 

While  in  front  of  the  Precinct  building, 
demonstrators  verbally  confronted  the  po¬ 
lice,  charging  the  department  with  insensi- 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Variability  in  penis  size  will  be  likely  to 
continue  to  intrigue  pediatricians,  physi¬ 
cians,  and  specialists  in  the  study  of  human 
sexuality,  as  well  as  the  general  public.” 

—  A  report  from  the  Journal  of  Sex 
Research  as  quoted  in  Chicago ’s  Windy  City 
Times.  The  report  was  based  on  data 
gathered  by  Alfred  Kinsey  many  years  ago. 
In  addition  to  the  standard  information  col¬ 
lected  on  penile  length  (average  flaccid: 
3.89  inches;  erect:  6.21  inches  when 
measured  along  the  top  from  the  belly  to  the 
tip),  the  report  revealed  such  imperative  tid¬ 
bits  as  ‘  'shorter  flaccid  penises  enlarge  more 
during  erections  than  longer  ones.  ”  Windy 
City  Times  also  noted  that  a  forthcoming 
report  based  on  Kinsey's  data  will  reveal 
once  and  for  all  that  gay  men  have  slightly 
larger  penises  than  straight  men. 

Once  again,  end 
nears  for  Mass,  gay 
rights  bill 

BOSTON  —  The  long-stymied  lesbian 
and  gay  civil  rights  bill  appears  doomed  yet 
again  this  legislative  season,  with  the  Mass. 
Senate  currently  devoting  full  attention  to  a 
single  bill  dealing  with  auto  insurance.  Even 
if  work  is  completed  this  week  on  the  auto 
insurance  legislation,  Beacon  Hill  pundits 
say  they  expect  the  Senate  to  recess  until 
after  the  Nov.  8  elections.  And  leading  op¬ 
ponent  of  the  gay  rights  measure,  Sen.  Ar¬ 
thur  Lewis  (D-Jamaica  Plain),  has  said  he 
will  hold  the  bill  for  45  days  in  his  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Third  Reading,  a  tactic  that  killed  the 
legislation  last  year. 

Bill  sponsor  Sen.  Michael  Barrett 
(D-Cambridge)  told  the  Boston  Globe,  “I’d 
have  to  say  the  odds  are  against  us  right 
now.”  The  odds  have  been  repeatedly  slim, 
given  legislative  rules  that  allow  for  long 
procedural  delays.  The  gay  rights  bill  has 
failed  in  Massachusetts  for  16  years,  despite 
majority  approval  in  both  the  House  and 
Senate  in  recent  years.  If  enacted,  the 
measure  would  ban  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation  in  housing, 
employment,  credit  and  public  accommoda¬ 
tion. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Bush  gay  baiting  in 
Texas 

CHICAGO  —  The  Chicago  Tribune 
reported  Sept.  14  that  Vice-President 
George  Bush,  in  a  brochure  sent  to  300,000 
rural  and  small  town  Texans,  claimed  that 
Michael  Dukakis  would  “give  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  special  privileges  under  the  Civil 
Rights  Act.”  The  brochure,  mainly  intend¬ 
ed  to  prolong  the  so-called  “pledge  of 
allegiance”  controversy,  seems  to  be  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  appeal  to  homophobic  sentiments 
in  an  all-important  state.  This  move  comes 
on  the  heels  of  the  early  September  claim  by 
Sen.  Orrin  Hatch  (R-Utah)  that  the 
Democrats  are  “the  party  of  homosexuals.” 

□  Mike  Friedman 

AIDS  activists  mark 
anniversary  of 
burning  boys’  home 

ARCADIA,  Fla.  —  Fifteen  lesbians  and 
gay  AIDS  activists  from  New  York,  Orlan¬ 
do,  St.  Petersburg,  Miami  and  Ft.  Lauder¬ 
dale,  held  an  Aug.  25  demonstration  to  pro¬ 
test  the  burning,  a  year  ago,  of  the  home  of 
three  HIV  antibody  positive  boys.  Members 
of  the  Gay  Freedom  Ride,  an  ACT  UP 
direct  action  group  that  has  been  staging 
protests  throughout  the  South,  were  joined 
by  members  of  South  Florida’s  SWAMP 
RATS  (Society  of  Women  and  Men  Pro¬ 
testing  Reactionary  AIDS  Tactics)  and 
Orlando’s  We  The  People  in  the  action.  Six¬ 
ty  to  100  local  residents,  tipped  off  by  the 
Tampa  Tribune  story  that  announced  a 
demonstration  by  “homosexual  activists,” 
turned  out  to  heckle  the  protesters. 

Last  year,  reporters  converged  on  this 
rural  town  when  they  learned  townspeople 
fearing  AIDS  were  trying  to  prevent  the 
three  Ray  brothers,  who  have  hemophilia 
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and  are  HIV  antibody  positive,  from  atten¬ 
ding  regular  classes.  A  week  after  the  Tam¬ 
pa  judge  ordered  the  three  boys  be  allowed 
to  attend  regular  classes,  the  Ray  home  was 
destroyed  by  a  fire.  A  month  later,  Joe  Ver- 
nadore,  DeSoto  County  Sheriff,  stated 
publicly  that  he  had  found  evidence  that  the 
fire  was  caused  by  someone  he  “had  known 
all  his  life,”  but  added  that  he  would  “never 
have  enough  evidence”  to  arrest  the  man. 

No  one  has  yet  been  charged  with  setting 
the  fire. 

Despite  the  hecklers,  the  protesters  kept 
on  marching,  chanting,  and  giving  speeches, 
according  to  The  Weekly  News.  Protesters’ 
chants  of  “Silence  equals  death  —  fight 
back!”  were  met  with  a  steady  “Go  home!” 
and  “You  faggots  started  it  all!”  from  the 
locals. 

ACT  UP’s  Frank  Smithson  told  the 
crowd,  “We  are  here  to  speak  out,  not 
against  the  people  of  Arcadia,  but  against 
the  government  for  their  falling  short  of 
educating  the  people  of  this  country.” 

□  Jennifer  Fechner 

Kitty  impresses  if 
the  Duke  doesn’t 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  “Until  the  federal 
government  begins  to  focus  on  this  epidem¬ 
ic,  we  will  have  large  numbers  dying  from 
AIDS,”  warned  Kitty  Dukakis,  after  a 
meeting  with  a  group  of  AIDS  activists  in 
early  September. 

“The  President  must  proclaim  that  those 
deaths  are  unacceptable  and  morally 
wrong....  We  need  a  national  strategy  with  a 
comprehensive  health  plan  to  guide  us,”  she 
said. 

Dukakis,  in  San  Francisco  campaigning 
for  her  husband,  met  with  representatives 
from  10  AIDS  service  and  research  organi¬ 
zations  to  learn  about  problems  in  getting 
treatment  for  the  disease,  according  to  the 
Bay  Area  Reporter. 

Saying  “AIDS  impacts  all  of  us,”  Duka¬ 
kis  called  for  accelerated  drug  trials,  a 
guarantee  of  basic  health  care  for  everyone, 
federal  legislation  prohibiting  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  people  with  AIDS  and  expand¬ 
ed  eduation  efforts.  “It  is  intolerable  that 
anyone  should  become  infected  through  ig¬ 
norance,”  she  said. 

Dukakis’  remarks  received  high  marks 
from  San  Francisco  gay  activists.  “Some¬ 
one,  at  last,  at  that  level  is  being  upfront  and 
taking  the  issue  seriously,”  said  Rick 
Graham,  head  of  the  San  Francisco  group 
People  with  AIDS.  “She  really  understood 
the  issue  and  seemed  genuinely  affected  in 
that  she  had  an  emotional  commitment  to 
our  concerns.” 

“Not  only  did  she  understand  the  issue,” 
said  Martin  Delany,  of  Project  Inform, 
“she  understands  the  urgency  of  the  issues. 
We’ve  never  seen  that  in  the  Reagan-Bush 
administration,  where  we’ve  been  treated  at 
best  as  guinea  pigs.” 

□  John  Dooley 

Protesters  vow  to 
avenge  death  of 
woman 

GREENFIELD,  Mass.  —  The  Sept.  12 
arraignment  of  Alan  Jose  Reyes,  32,  was 
disrupted  when  nine  women,  clad  in  black 
and  wearing  stockings  over  their  heads, 
stood  up,  made  clawing  motions,  and 
threatening  to  avenge  the  death  of  Virginia 
Ferrer.  Reyes,  of  Turner  Falls,  was  arrested 
and  charged  with  the  stabbing  death  of  Fer¬ 
rer,  27,  with  whom  he  had  had  a  relation¬ 
ship. 

The  Boston  Globe  reported  that  the 
women  stood  up,  pulled  black  stockings 
over  their  heads,  pointed  their  fingers  at 
Reyes,  and  shouted  “Your  action  will  come 
back  to  you.  Every  action  will  have  conse¬ 
quences.”  Judge  Edward  J.  Shea  demanded 
order,  but  the  women  then  made  clawing 
gestures  toward  the  defendant  and  con¬ 
tinued  shouting,  “We  will  avenge  Virginia’s 
death.  Virginia  is  here.  You  should  have 
known  Virginia  is  here.  This  is  not  that 
man’s  first  day  in  court.  That  was  not 
Virginia’s  first  pain.  We  say  Virginia  is  here. 
We  say  Virginia  is  not  the  only  woman.” 

The  protesters  were  escorted  from  the 
building.  When  the  arraignment  was  resum¬ 
ed,  Reyes  pleaded  innocent  to  charges  of 
murder,  assault  and  battery  with  a 
dangerous  weapon  and  disorderly  conduct. 


The  women  continued  chanting  outside. 
They  identified  themselves  to  the  Greenfield 
Recorder,  saying,  “We’re  all  Virginia  from 
Turner  Falls.  We’re  women.  Virginia  is  not 
the  only  woman.” 

□  Jennifer  Fechner 

Anti-gay 
discrimination 
banned  at  Iowa 
State  U. 

AMES,  la.  —  On  July  27,  Iowa  State 
University  President  Gordon  Eaton  added 
affectional  preference  and  marital  status  to 
the  university’s  non-discrimination  and  af¬ 
firmative  action  policy.  The  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  include  these  categories  was  submit¬ 
ted  jointly  by  the  University  Committee  on 
Women  and  the  University  Human  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee  in  the  fall  of  1985. 

University  employees  will  now  be  able  to 
direct  complaints  to  the  affirmative  action 
office,  and  appeal  to  other  administrative 
offices  within  the  university.  Janet  Padgitt, 
assistant  affirmative  action  officer  for  ISU, 
noted,  however,  that  “No  one  is  blatant 
about  discrimination.  Other  reasons  are  us¬ 
ed,  like  job  performance.”  Furthermore, 
the  policy  does  not  offer  any  legal  recourse 
outside  the  university  system,  according  to 
the  Iowa  State  Daily.  Padgitt  explained, 
“Another  problem  is  that  policy  is  different 
from  other  non-discrimination  policies  at 
the  University,  because  this  one  isrj’t 
grounded  in  state  or  federal  law.” 

Peg  Lonnquist,  a  member  of  the  Universi¬ 
ty  Committee  on  Women,  said  she  thought 
the  new  policy  might  encourage  lesbian  and 
gay  employees  to  come  out  of  the  closet. 
“Every  time  a  policy  like  this  is  passed,”  she 
said,  “we  are  closer  to  passing  a  federal  or 
state  law.” 

□  Jennifer  Fechner 

AIDS  law  and 
lavender  law 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Two  legal  con¬ 
ferences  will  be  held  in  San  Francisco  ad¬ 
dressing  specific  needs  of  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  On  Nov.  11,  the  AIDS  Legal  Referral 
Panel  will  host  AIDSLaw,  a  conference  to 
train  attorneys  and  advocates  to  organize  an 
AIDS  legal  service  in  their  local  com¬ 
munities.  Topics  will  include  employment 
discrimination,  insurance,  social  security 
representation,  patient  confiden¬ 
tiality/mandatory  testing,  criminal  issues 
and  wills.  The  conference  will  take  place  at 
the  War  Memorial  Building.  The  $50 
pre-registration  fee  includes  extensive  train¬ 
ing  materials  and  a  500-page  AIDSLaw 
manual.  For  more  information,  contact 
Rena  Frantz  at  the  AIDS  Legal  Referral 
Panel,  25  Hickory  Street,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94102,  or  call  (415)  864-8186. 

On  Nov.  12  and  13,  Lavender  Law:  The 
National  Conference  on  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Issues  will  convene  at  Golden  Gate  Law 
School.  It  will  feature  seminars  and 
workshops  on  topics  including  family  law, 
estate  planning,  employment  discrimina¬ 
tion,  sodomy  law  reform  and  civil  disobe¬ 
dience.  Registration  costs  $30-$90,  on  a 
sliding  scale  basis.  For  more  information, 
contact  Bay  Area  Lawyers  for  Individual 
Freedom,  P.O.  Box  1983,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94101;  phone  (415)  431-1444. 

□  Jennifer  Fechner 

Clinic  sued  for 
giving  false  test 
results  over  phone 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  After  an  HIV- 
antibody  testing  clinic  told  Gerard  Brogan 
over  the  phone,  without  counseling,  that 
he  had  tested  positive  for  HIV  antibodies, 
he  brought  his  wife  and  infant  child  to  the 
clinic  for  testing.  When  he  arrived,  Brogan 
learned  that  a  clinic  employee  had  misread 
the  sheet  with  his  results. 

In  a  precedent-setting  lawsuit  filed  in  San 
Francisco  Superior  Court,  Trial  Lawyers  for 
Public  Justice  (TLPJ)  and  National  Gay 
Rights  Advocates  (NGRA)  are  charging 
Kimberly  Services,  the  private  testing  clinic, 
with  professional  negligence  and  negligent 


infliction  of  emotional  distress. 

“We  intend  this  case  to  serve  as  a  sobering 
example  for  those  who  are  trying  to  profit 
from  AIDS.  Companies  that  hope  to  make  a 
fast  buck  by  exploiting  the  public’s  fear  of 
AIDS  must  be  made  to  understand  that 
there  is  a  down-side  risk  to  profiteering.  In 
the  long  run,  however,  this  case  points  to  the 


Ben  Schatz 


need  for  a  federal  guarantee  that  all 
Americans  who  wish  to  do  so  are  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  free,  reliable,  anonymous  testing  ac¬ 
companied  by  qualified  counseling,”  said 
attorney  Benjamin  Schatz,  director  of 
NGRA’s  AIDS  Civil  Rights  Project. 

“We  believe  this  case  will  establish  impor¬ 
tant  legal  principles  regarding  private  AIDS 
testing  centers  to  conform  with  established 
testing  protocols,”  said  TLPJ  Executive 
Director  Arthur  H.  Bryant.  “Hopefully,  the 
case  will  compensate  Mr.  Brogan,  make 
other  AIDS  testing  centers  more  careful, 
and  spur  the  state  and  federal  government  to 
act.” 

□  John  Dooley 

Asian  lesbians  and 
gay  men  to  meet 

WASHINGTON  —  Asian  lesbians  from 
the  Northeast  U.S.  will  be  meeting  in 
Washington,  D.C.  Oct.  7-10  to  plan  the  In¬ 
ternational  Asian  Lesbian  Conference  to  be 
held  in  San  Francisco  during  the  summer  of 
1989.  This  planning  meeting  follows  on  the 
heels  of  the  Asian/Latina  Lesbian  Retreat 
held  in  September  1988. 

During  the  same  weekend  Asian  gay  men 
will  be  meeting  for  a  retreat  in  the  Catskill 
Mountains  in  upstate  New  York.  The  retreat 
is  a  follow-up  reunion  to  the  first  Northeast 
Retreat  for  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
held  May  1988.  Events  planned  for  this 
retreat  will  include  rap  sessions,  workshops, 
hiking  and  other  outdoor  activities. 

Asian  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  either  event  can  contact  the 
organizer  at  (617)  262-6670. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Coming  out  in 
Boston 

BOSTON  —  As  part  of  National  Coming 
Out  Day,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Health,  a 
substance  abuse  recovery  and  counseling 
agency  serving  the  Boston  community,  will 
sponsor  a  series  of  events,  including  a  Com¬ 
ing  Out  Day  Party.  Boston  organizers  plan 
to  make  appearances  in  the  local  media  and 
national  organizers  are  scheduled  to  appear 
on  the  Oprah  Winfrey  Show  on  Coming  Out 
Day,  Oct.  11. 

Mitch  Finnegan,  community  liaison  for 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Health,  emphasizes  the 
step-by-step  process  of  coming  out;  “We 
hope  that  each  gay  man  or  lesbian  will  think 
about,  and  then  make  an  effort  to  take  the 
next  step  in  their  own  coming  out  process. 
Coming  out  is  very  much  an  individual  deci¬ 
sion,  but  we  want  each  person  to  know  that 
they  are  not  alone.  On  Oct.  11,  hundreds  of 
other  people  in  Boston  will  be  taking 
whatever  step  they  can  in  letting  their  fami¬ 
ly,  friends,  and  co-workers  know  who  we 
are,  and  that  we  are  everywhere.” 

To  help  plan  Boston-area  events,  call  Fin¬ 
negan  at  (617)  227-8353. 

□  Marc  Stein 
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House 
passes  $1.2 
billion  AIDS 
bill 

Headed  for  a  Congressional 
conference  committee 
where  a  very  different 
Senate  measure  awaits,  the 
House  bill  is  a  mixed  bag 

By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON  —  By  a  367-to-13  vote, 
the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  Sept.  23 
passed  the  AIDS  Federal  Policy  Act  of  1988. 
The  Act  provides  $1.2  billion  over  three 
years  for  AIDS  research,  voluntary  testing 
and  counseling  and  establishes  a  federal 
commission  to  make  AIDS  policy  recom¬ 
mendations  to  Congress.  The  bill  fails, 
however,  to  extend  federal  anti- 
discrimination  protection  to  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs)  and  those  who  test  positive 
for  HIV  antibodies.  The  bill  also  allows  for 
mandatory  testing  of  prisoners  convicted  of 
sex  and  drug-related  crimes. 

“It’s  a  very  unfortunate  situation. 
Legislators  just  would  not  budge  on 
eliminating  mandatory  testing  across  the 
board.  Despite  these  problems  with  the  bill, 
there  are  lots  of  good  things  in  it.  Overall  it 
is  the  best  legislation  we  have  had  yet,”  said 
Perry  Jude  Radecic,  a  lobbyist  for  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force. 

The  House  also  voted  327-to-70  to  reject 
an  amendment  calling  for  mandatory  repor¬ 
ting  of  names  and  addresses  of  people 
testing  positive  for  HIV  antibodies.  Several 
other  repressive  testing  and  quarantine 
amendments,  all  introduced  by  Rep. 
William  Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.),  were  re¬ 
jected  by  overwhelming  margins. 

The  House  bill  will  now  goes  to  a  joint 
House-Senate  conference  committee.  The 
Senate’s  AIDS  Research,  Care  and  Infor¬ 
mation  Act,  co-sponsored  by  Edward  Kennedy 
(D-Mass.)  and  Orrin  Hatch  (R-Utah)  passed 
Sept.  15.  The  joint  conference  committee 
will  attempt  to  combine  the  bills,  work  out 
the  differences  and  send  the  new  bill  to  the 
House  and  Senate  for  final  approval.  If  ap¬ 
proved,  the  bill  then  goes  to  the  president. 

“We  were  very  pleased  and  surprised  by 
the  lopsided  votes,”  said  Vic  Basile,  ex- 

AIDS  education 

Continued  from  page  I 

states:  “The  mission....  is  to  create  a  critical 
mass  of  educated  people  within  the  social 
circles  in  which  Black,  gay  and  bisexual  men 
move,  so  that  the  flow  of  AIDS  information 
will  not  be  stalled  and  will  impact  in  a  man¬ 
ner  which  is  effective  in  changing  behaviors, 
and  ultimately  saving  lives.  To  achieve  this 
goal  we  are  in  the  process  of  creating  educa¬ 
tional  models  specifically  designed  for  these 
groups  in  urban  areas.” 

A  federal  law  which  “prohibits  the  use  of 
CDC  funds  for  AIDS  education  and  ac¬ 
tivities  that  promote  or  encourage  homosex¬ 
ual  activity  directly”  makes  NABWMT’s 
task  all  the  more  difficult,  said  Williams. 
The  law,  authored  by  Sen.  Jesse  Helms 
(R-N.C.),  requires  NABWMT  to  submit  all 
educational  material  to  local  review  boards 
before  it  may  be  distributed.  “The  law 
makes  me  very  nervous,”  said  Williams. 
“There  is  no  way  to  avoid  talking  about  sex 
in  educational  materials.  We  are  hoping  to 
get  review  boards  which  will  interpret  the 
law  liberally.”  NABWMT’s  popular  “Hot, 
Horny  and  Healthy”  workshops  which  use 
explicit  language  to  educate  gay  and  bisex¬ 
ual  men  about  safer  sex  could  be  ineligible 
for  CDC  funding.  Williams  said  the  group  is 
putting  off  developing  materials  until  the 
limitations  of  the  law  are  more  clearly 
known. 

The  NABWMT  project  seeks  to  address 
the  disproportionate  impact  AIDS  has  had 
on  communities  of  color.  According  to  the 
CDC,  almost  40  percent  of  PWAs  in  this 
country  are  Black  or  Latino.  In  New  York, 
55  percent  of  PWAs  are  people  of  color. 

NABWMT  director  Williams  told  GCN 
the  group  plans  to  build  on  existing 
educational  programs  in  local  chapters. 
“For  the  last  eight  years  we  have  already 


Black  lesbians  and  gay 
men  form  NCBLG 
chapter  in  Boston 

New  group  stresses  spirit  of  inclusiveness,  will  attend 
national  conference 


Peri  Jude  Radecic 


ecutive  director  of  the  Human  Rights  Cam¬ 
paign  Fund  (HRCF).  “The  House  has  really 
come  a  long  way  on  AIDS  policy  in  the  last 
year.”  Basile  warned,  however,  that  the  bill 
faces  opposition  in  the  conference  commit¬ 
tee.  “I  hope  we  will  get  the  best  of  both  bills 
but  the  Senate  hasn’t  even  debated  testing 
and  counseling,”  said  Basile. 

“The  House  and  Senate  bills  are  very  dif¬ 
ferent  so  there’s  a  lot  of  work  to  be  done,” 
said  HRCF  lobbyist  Carlton  Lee.  “In  par¬ 
ticular,  we  will  lobby  to  improve  on 
language  [that  forbids]  ‘promoting  or  en¬ 
couraging  homosexual  lifestyle,’  which  is 
included  in  both  bills.” 

According  to  HRCF,  the  House  bill, 
originally  sponsored  by  Rep.  Henry  Wax- 
man  (D-Calif.),  has  several  excellent  com¬ 
ponents: 

•  provides  $5  million  for  Community 
Research  Initiatives  (CRIs),  which  conduct 
clinical  trials  of  promising  AIDS  treatment 
in  conjunction  with  PWAs  and  their  physi¬ 
cians.  AIDS  activists  have  advocated  CRIs 
as  one  of  the  best  ways  to  make  treatment 
available  to  PWAs  and  to  conduct  AIDS 
research  at  the  same  time; 

•  requires  that  780  new  employees  be  add¬ 
ed  to  the  staffs  of  federal  agencies  working 
on  AIDS  programs; 

•  orders  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  to  “expedite”  grants  for 
AIDS  research  by  awarding  grants  within 
nine  months  of  soliciting  grant  applications; 

•  requires  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration  (FDA)  to  assist  drug  manufac¬ 
turers  in  using  FDA  regulations  that  provide 
for  early  access  to  experimental  treatments. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


done  lots  of  work  but  never  enough. 
Members  and  volunteers  burn  out.  This 
[grant]  will  help  augment  and  support  ex¬ 
isting  work,”  said  Williams. 

Williams  said  existing  mainstream  AIDS 
organizations  have  failed  to  reach  people  of 
color.  “Some  of  this  I  attribute  to  racism 
and  some  I  attribute  to  simply  not  knowing 
how  to  do  the  work.  We  [BWMT  and 
MACT  membersj  have  these  skills.  We  live 
with  and  love  men  of  color.  We  are  talking 
about  minority  men  speaking  to  minority 
men.” 

Williams  also  said  he  expects  the  Task 
Force  to  address  the  need  for  education 
among  IV  drug  users  and  prisoners.  “Other 
organizations  ...  ignore  these  people.  We 
have  no  choice.  Many  gay  and  bisexual  men 
have  sex  loaded  on  drugs  and  many  are  in 
prison.  They  are  part  of  our  community.” 

Williams  said  he  expects  to  work  closely 
with  existing  AIDS  organizations,  but  most 
of  the  educational  outreach  will  be  done  by 
the  Task  Force  itself.  “This  should  have 
been  done  long  ago.  People  like  myself  liv¬ 
ing  with  AIDS  and  HIV  infection  can  no 
longer  wait  for  white  organizations  to  come 
around.” 

NABWMT  will  celebrate  its  eighth  an¬ 
niversary  on  Oct.  8  in  Washington  D.C. 
with  a  meeting  of  The  National  Task  Force 
on  AIDS  Prevention.  The  conference  will  be 
held  at  the  Grand  Hyatt  at  1000  H  Street, 
NW  from  12:30-5:00  p.m.  Featured 
speakers  include:  Williams;  Phill  Wilson  of 
the  Los  Angeles  Minority  Task  Force  on 
AIDS;  John  James,  publisher  of  AIDS 
Treatment  News;  and  Billy  Jones  of  the 
Whitman-Walker  Health  Clinic  in 
Washington.  On  Oct.  7  NABWMT  will  host 
a  chili  dinner  at  the  Friends  Meetinghouse, 
2111  Florida  Ave.  NW  from  7-11  p.m. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men 
began  meeting  here  this  month  to  form  a 
local  chapter  of  the  National  Coalition  for 
Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  (NCBLG).  Cur¬ 
rently,  about  18  chapters  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  exist  nationwide  to  address  the  needs 
|  and  concerns  of  the  Black  lesbian/gay  com- 
<5  munity.  Members  of  the  new  Boston 
chapter  will  join  others  from  across  the 
country  in  Washington,  D.C.  the  weekend 
of  Sept.  30  to  attend  NCBLG’s  Tenth  An¬ 
niversary  Homecoming  Conference. 

The  conference,  entitled  “Home  Work: 
for  homeboys  and  homegirls,”  celebrates 
the  close  of  the  organization’s  first  decade 
and  the  beginning  of  its  second.  Its  intent  is 
to  prepare  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  for 
local  organizing  and  to  empower  them  to 
develop  strategies  for  enhancing  the  quality 
of  their  lives,  and  the  quality  of  the  at-large 
lesbian  and  gay  movement.  As  well  as  a  host 
of  skills  workshops,  the  conference  will 
feature  a  slide  show  by  Michelle  Parkerson 
and  Ron  Simmons,  tracing  NCBLG’s  ten 
year  journey. 

“The  time  was  way  overdue  to  have  a 
Boston  chapter  of  NCBLG,”  said  Angela 
Bowen,  a  Black  lesbian  activist  and  co-chair 
of  NCBLG’s  national  board  of  directors. 
“There  are  many  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
town  who  were  absolutely  enthusiastic 
about  forming  the  group.  Hopefully,  we  will 
offer  each  other  mutual  support,  comfort 
and  a  place  to  share  our  culture.  It  will  also 
be  helpful  to  have  a  unified  voice  of  Black 
lesbians  and  gay  men  to  respond  when 
something  pops  up.” 

Bowen  and  Black  gay  activist  David 
Johnson  organized  the  first  meeting  of 
Boston’s  NCBLG,  which  was  attended  by 
about  20  people.  The  group  plans  to  meet 
every  other  week  on  Wednesday  evenings. 
Bowen  said  the  initial  discussions  have 
focused  on  establishing  the  group’s  pur¬ 
poses  and  goals,  and  new  members  are 
always  welcome.  “We  want  to  allow  time 
for  people  to  become  involved  while  we’re 
deciding  who  we  want  to  be,”  Bowen  said. 

According  to  Bowen,  certain  guiding 
principles  form  the  basis  of  all  NCBLG 
chapters,  such  as  a  commitment  to  Black 
pride  and  solidarity,  and  a  commitment  to 
ending  racist,  sexist,  heterosexist  and  class 
oppression.  The  local  group  will  likely  have 
both  a  political  and  a  social  focus,  she  ex¬ 
plained,  as  well  as  an  emphasis  on  providing 
education  and  cultural  outreach  into  the 
Black  heterosexual  community.  Issues  that 
members  intend  to  address  include:  the  in¬ 
crease  of  anti-gay  and/or  racist  violence 
against  Black  gay  men  and  lesbians;  right- 
wing  backlash  against  the  community;  the 
need  to  reach  out  to  Black  churches  and 
social  groups;  and  the  need  to  combat  the 
AIDS  epidemic  and  offer  support  to  those 
most  affected. 

Charles  Tarver,  a  Black  gay  activist  who 
also  helped  organize  NCBLG’s  Boston 
chapter,  explained  the  group  is  still  in  the 
process  of  determining  its  direction.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  he  said  a  different  name  may  be 
chosen,  noting  that  other  chapters  have  in¬ 
cluded  people  of  all  colors  in  their  group’s 
title.  The  Boston  chapter  is  also  still  for¬ 
malizing  its  affiliation  with  the  national 
NCBLG,  a  procedure  which  includes  paying 
dues  and  agreeing  to  maintain  at  least  40 
percent  gender  parity  among  the  member¬ 
ship. 

Tarver  said  he  felt  Boston’s  NCBLG 
would  be  quite  different  from  other  local 
lesbian/gay  groups,  in  its  participation  by 
people  of  color  and  inclusiveness  of  women 
and  men.  He  said  he  hoped  the  group  would 
work  cooperatively  with  other  local 
organizations,  such  as  Men  of  All  Colors 
Together  (MACT)  and  Adodi,  a  group  for 
Black  gay  men.  A  women’s  group  may  also 
form  within  the  Boston  organization, 
Tarver  explained,  as  has  happened  in  other 
chapters.  He  said  that  while  he  felt  the 
separate  groups  were  important,  the  overall 
unity  between  Black  women  and  men  was 
one  of  the  key  strengths  of  NCBLG. 

“Men  and  women  have  been  so 
separated,”  Tarver  said.  “We  have  so  many 


misconceptions  about  each  other....  I  think 
it’s  very  important  to  have  a  mixed  group,  so 
we  can  begin  to  understand  and  overcome 
our  differences.  [NCBLG]  is  a  nationally 
recognized  group  with  credibility  which  can 
help  us  learn  more  about  our  culture.  And  it 
can  be  a  catalyst  for  people  who  want  both 
social  and  political  support.” 

Bowen  also  noted  the  inclusive  spirit  and 
cooperation  between  women  and  men 
within  NCBLG.  She  said  she  became  involv¬ 
ed  with  the  group  in  1985  after  attending  a 
national  conference  and  being  “really 
pleasantly  surprised  with  the  feminism  of 
the  men.”  She  became  a  member  of  the 
board  that  year  and  said  she  felt  immediate 
respect  and  commitment  to  women  from 
other  NCBLG  members. 

“I  just  liked  the  atmosphere,”  Bowen  ex¬ 
plained.  “Everyone  was  down  to  earth  and 


Angela  Bowen 


letting  us  know  where  we  were  with  each 
other.  It  was  just  what  I  was  looking  for.  I 
was  really  glad  to  find  brothers.” 

When  Bowen  and  Johnson  decided  to 
organize  a  Boston  chapter,  they  contacted 
Tarver  for  assistance.  He  provided  space  for 
meetings  and  began  to  be  directly  involved, 
after  years  of  what  he  called  “being  on  the 
fringes”  of  NCBLG.  Tarver  explained  he 
initially  had  had  reservations  about  the 
feasibility  of  a  Boston  chapter. 

“There’s  a  basic  degree  of  racism  here,” 
he  said.  “Boston  has  not  been  in  the 
forefront  in  terms  of  people  of  color.  Things 
have  been  isolated  for  Black  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  People  have  kind  of  acquiesced  — 
they  have  not  been  willing  to  be  radical.” 

But  Tarver  said  he  discovered  at  the  early 
meetings  of  Boston’s  NCBLG  that  people 
were  “actually  able  to  get  things  done,  and 
laugh.”  He  explained,  “There  was  great 
strength  and  harmony  among  the  group. 
The  women  were  especially  together  and 
committed.  I  believed  the  group  could  pro¬ 
vide  social  connections  and  family,  and  a 
visible  political  constituency.” 

Tarver  described  other  principles  of  the 
Boston  NCBLG  chapter.  “We  are  commit¬ 
ted  to  ending  the  experience  of  fragmenta¬ 
tion  and  isolation  of  Black  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  and  developing  nurturing  networks 
and  social  contacts,”  he  said.  “We  will  ac¬ 
tively  engage  in  political  work  on  a  local,  na¬ 
tional  and  international  level.  We  recognize 
we  come  from  different  classes  and  cultural 
backgrounds,  and  are  committed  to  treating 
these  differences  with  respect.  And  we  make 
a  solid  commitment  to  being  as  proud  of  our 
gayness  as  we  are  of  our  Blackness.” 

The  Boston  chapter  of  NCBLG  regularly 
meets  every  other  Wednesday  at  6:30  p.  m. 
at  312  Stuart  Street.  All  people  are  welcome. 
For  further  information,  call  (617)  491-6851 
or  (617)  884-2478.  □ 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


But  enough  about  this.  Keep  up  the  good 
work.  GCN  (which  I  wrote  for  very  briefly 
when  I  was  attending  Boston  University 
eons  ago)  has  always  occupied  a  warm  place 
in  my  heart.  Thanks  again  for  taking  my 
music  seriously  enough  to  think  about  the 
lyrics. 

Sincerely, 

Michael  “Opinionated”  Callen 
■  New  York,  N.Y. 

Feminist  politics  and  the  gay 
plague 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  printing  the  letter  from 
Jennifer  Santini  in  the  September  4-10,  1988 
issue.  As  a  member  of  the  steering  commit¬ 
tee  for  the  NAMES  Project  New  England,  I 
was  aware  that  the  Quilt  would  raise  the 
consciousness  of  all  New  England  residents. 
Those  who  have  seen  our  publicity  have 
learned  something  about  themselves  and  so¬ 
ciety  as  a  result  of  our  work.  Ms.  Santini’s 
letter  shows  that  even  members  of  the 
Gay/Lesbian  community  contribute  to  the 
selfish  and  intolerant  attitudes  and 
behaviors  that  prevail  in  our  society  and 
have  much  to  learn  by  seeing  the  Quilt.  If 
Jennifer  Santini  believes  “the  Quilt  looks 
pretty  silly,”  it  is  to  her  that  my  compassion 
goes.  Her  need  to  debase  a  work  such  as  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  with  terminology  like 
“shallow”  to  draw  attention  to  another 
tragedy  of  our  culture  —  “women  who  are 
killed,  battered  and  abused”  —  draws  an 
unnecessary  and  bitter  line  between 
Feminist  politics  and  “the  Gay  (Men’s) 
plague.” 

Sincerely, 
David  Ryan 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Minefields,  detonations  and 
the  Quilt 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  horrified  by  Jennifer  Santini’s  letter 
to  the  editor  (GCN  Sept.  4-10)  in  which  she 
suggests  that  gay  men  brought  AIDS  upon 
themselves  through  their  “excessive”  sexu¬ 
ality  and  that  the  AIDS  quilt  is  “silly.” 
Ostensibly,  Santini  wrote  as  a  feminist  in 
praise  of  Liz  Galst’s  earlier  article  inspired 
by  the  AIDS  quilt  (GCN  June  26-July  2). 
But  the  piece  Santini  seems  to  think  Galst 
wrote  is  not  the  one  1  read  and  appreciated 
for  its  honesty  and  courage.  The  piece  1 
remember  reading  was  a  vulnerable,  very 
personal  and  risk-taking  attempt  to  talk 
about  the  tricky  business  of  trying  to  give 
the  AIDS  crisis  and  those  most  intimately 
affected  by  it  the  energy  and  attention  they 
need  and  deserve  while  at  the  same  time  not 
losing  sight  of  the  other  life-and-death  crises 
that  predated  the  epidemic  and  continue  to 
assault  low-income  people,  people  of  color 
and  women. 

As  a  white  woman  in  a  low-risk  group 
writing  about  her  experiences  with  a 
homeless  woman  of  color  with  AIDS,  Galst 
must  have  known  that  she  was  stepping  into 
several  potential  minefields  (witness  the 
detonations  that  continue  in  the  letters 
pages  months  later).  It  took  guts  for  her  to 
put  into  print  what  many  lesbians  and 
feminists  are  trying  to  say  to  each  other:  that 
it’s  a  struggle  trying  to  figure  out  how  best  to 
support  our  gay  brothers  and  other  allies 
most  affected  by  the  AIDS  devastation 
while  at  the  same  time  dealing  with  our 
anger  and  mistrust  of  the  mostly  white  and 
affluent  leadership  of  the  gay  male  com¬ 
munity  as  it  sets  the  anti-AIDS  agenda. 

This  is  a  discussion  we  should  be  having, 
and  GCN  is  a  forum  in  which  it  should  be 
taking  place.  Yet  I  know  I’ve  been  hesitant 
to  express  myself  on  the  subject  because  I 
haven’t  known  how  to  bring  it  up  in  a  way 
that  some  gay  men  won’t  hear  as  backstab- 
bing  and  undermining  at  a  time  when  they 
need  that  least.  So  in  walks  Jennifer  Santini 
saying  exactly  the  obnoxious,  loathesome 
things  I  was  afraid  men  might  think  I’m  say¬ 
ing!  Even  if  I  were  closed-minded  enough  to 
agree  with  her  that  some  consensual  sexual 
behaviors  are  more  morally  correct  than 
others  (obviously  a  dangerous  proposition 
for  any  queer  to  make!),  and  even  if  I  were 
ignorant  enough  to  believe,  as  she  seems  to, 
that  the  AIDS  disease  discriminates  between 
those  gay  men  whose  sexual  practices  have 
been  “excessive”  and  those  who  have  been 
good  little  boys  (would  she  equip  men’s  beds 
with  odometers?),  I  would  at  least  have  the 
basic  humanity  and  decency  to  stop  short  of 
wishing  a  fatal  disease  on  the  “bad  boys” 
for  their  “excesses.”  As  it  is,  I  would  even 
stop  short  of  proposing  such  a  death  sen¬ 
tence  for  someone  who  writes  to  a  letters 


column  read  by  many  gay  men,  some  of 
whom  are  dying  or  losing  loved  ones  and 
most  of  whom  are  scared  shitless,  and  calls 
the  AIDS  quilt  and  all  it  stands  for  “silly.”  I 
would  love  to  see  such  a  person  shipped  to  a 
re-education  camp  for  the  duration  of  the 
epidemic. 

Part  of  the  usefulness  of  Galst’s  coura¬ 
geous  piece  is  that  it  flushes  out  the  few 
among  us  —  Santini  this  week,  Dan  Mish- 
kind  a  few  weeks  ago  with  his  equally 
vituperative  Galst-bashing,  feminist-lashing 
letter  —  who  hate  the  real  or  imagined  sins 
of  the  other  sex  too  much  to  be  capable  of 
working  in  coalition.  With  any  luck  such 
people  will  indignantly  cancel  their  subscrip¬ 
tions,  fate  will  trap  them  together  in  the 
same  elevator  where  they  will  be  forced  to 
dialogue  together,  and  the  rest  of  us  can  get 
on  with  the  painful  and  sometimes  explosive 
business  of  trying  to  be  honest  with  each 
other  as  we  fight  against  AIDS  and  the  many 
other  manifestations  of  our  oppression. 

Pam  Mitchell 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

People  do  not  die  of  AIDS 

Dear  GCN: 

I  commend  the  GCN  staff’s  recently  af¬ 
firmed  commitment  to  conscientious 
coverage  of  AIDS-related  news.  Serious, 
thoughtful  analysis  of  developments  regar¬ 
ding  AIDS  is  essential  if  we  are  to  address 
the  health  crisis  effectively.  In  light  of  this,  I 
urge  you  to  reconsider  GC/V’s  policy  of 
asserting  that  various  people  have  “died  of 
AIDS”  (noted  most  recently  in  Elizabeth 
Pincus’s  article  on  the  death  of  Paul 
Cronan,  GCN  Sept.  4-10). 

People  do  not  “die  of  AIDS,”  for  AIDS 
itself  is  not  a  disease.  AIDS  is  a  syndrome  — 
a  constellation  of  symptoms  which  indicate 
an  underlying  disease  or  physical  disorder, 
in  this  case,  infection  with  HIV.  What  com¬ 
plicates  matters,  in  the  case  of  AIDS,  is  that 
the  symptoms  that  constitute  the  syndrome 
are  by  and  large  themselves  diseases  — 
pneumocystis  carinii  pneumonia,  Kaposi’s 
sarcoma,  toxoplasmosis,  and  the  various 
other  opportunistic  infections  that  affect 
people  whose  immune  systems  have  been 
suppressed  by  HIV.  It  is  these  conditions 
that  cause  death  in  people  who  manifest  the 
AID  syndrome,  and  it  is  important  to  make 
that  fact  absolutely  clear. 

It  is  not  frivolous  to  insist  on  the  distinc¬ 
tion  between  “disease”  and  “syndrome.” 
On  the  contrary,  the  mistaken  conception  of 
AIDS  as  a  disease  has  a  number  of  serious 
political  consequences.  First  of  all,  it  perpet¬ 
uates  the  false  notion  that  people  with  AIDS 
are  a  danger  to  the  “general  population,” 
whom  they  might  “infect”  with  their 
“disease.”  The  reverse  is  true,  since  people 
with  HIV-induced  immunosuppression  are 
highly  vulnerable  to  pathogens  that  people 
with  healthy  immune  systems  can  resist.  We 
must  control  the  rhetoric  of  the  epidemic  to 
ensure  that  PWAs  are  not  scapegoated  and 
identified  as  risks  to  the  “innocent”  “gen¬ 
eral  population.” 

Secondly,  designating  AIDS  as  a  disease 
oversimplifies  the  reality  of  the  condition. 
Life  with  AIDS  is  less  a  struggle  with  a 
single,  monolithic  adversary  than  a  series  of 
distinct  —  though  interrelated  —  crises, 
each  of  which  necessitates  a  unique  strategy. 
Institutionalized  medicine  and  alternative 
therapy  programs  both  continue  their  at¬ 
tempts  to  alleviate  the  effects  on  the  immune 
system  of  HIV  infection  —  the  single  condi¬ 
tion  that  underlies  AIDS.  These  strategies, 
however,  are  implemented  conjointly  with 
various  treatments  aimed  at  combatting  the 
individual  illnesses  that  constitute  AIDS. 
The  nature  of  life  with  AIDS  varies  depend¬ 
ing  upon  which  opportunistic  illness  is 
manifest  at  a  given  point.  Our  battle  against 
AIDS  must  be  equally  varied  and  complex 
as  we  confront  the  array  of  conditions  — 
physiological,  psychological,  social,  and 
political  —  that  PWAs  face  as  they  live  their 
lives. 

Which  brings  me  to  my  final  point:  To  say 
that  someone  has  “died  of  AIDS”  is  to  sug¬ 
gest  an  unfortunate  equation  —  AIDS  = 
Death  —  which  we  know  to  be  false.  A  vast 
number  of  people  are  not  “dying  of  AIDS” 
but  living  with  AIDS,  and  doing  so  relative¬ 
ly  free  of  illness,  since  it  is  possible  to  be  in¬ 
fected  with  HIV  and  not  be  experiencing  any 
opportunistic  condition.  It  is,  of  course, 
essential  to  acknowledge  and  mourn  the 
deaths  of  people  with  AIDS,  when  they  oc¬ 
cur.  We  must  also  insist,  however,  that  what 
kills  PWAs  is  the  cumulative  effects  of  the 
conditions  that  they  face  as  people  with  the 
syndrome.  Those  conditions  may  be  physio¬ 
logical,  but  they  are  exacerbated  by  the  ig¬ 
norance,  prejudice,  ill  will,  and  silence  that 
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characterize  the  social  and  political  climate 
in  which  AIDS  exists.  I  urge  GCN  to  fight 
against  that  climate  by  resisting  the  notion 
that  people  “die  of  AIDS.”  It  would  there¬ 
by  help  to  empower  not  just  individuals,  but 
our  whole  community,  to  live  with  AIDS. 
That  sort  of  empowerment  should  be  what 
GCN  is  all  about. 

Sincerely, 
Phillip  Brian  Harper 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Note:  GCN's  Advisory  Committee  on 
AIDS  has  had  several  discussion  about  how 
we  use  language  in  covering  AIDS  in  the 
paper.  We  feel  that  the  phrase  " died  of 
AIDS”  is  useful  and  accurate.  Although  we 
realize  that  people  with  AIDS  often  die  of 
particular  opportunistic  infections  or  dis¬ 
eases  the  syndrome  makes  them  vulnerable 
to,  those  infections  and  diseases  are  a  result 
of  AIDS.  Therefore  we  think  it  is  important 
to  acknowledge  all  AIDS-related  deaths  as 
part  of  the  epidemic.  We  also  think  it  is  im¬ 
portant  to  include  the  specific  cause  of  death 
(i.e.  pneumocystis  carinii  pneumonia)  when 
known. 


Reaching  for  the  goodness, 
beyond  silver  screen  words 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  weekly  reader  and  admirer  of  your 
paper,  I  have  noticed  the  rareness  of  persons 
speaking  of  true,  heartfelt  relationships  in¬ 
side  prison.  It  seems  the  falseness  of  mental 
games,  larceny  of  the  mind  by  means  of 
silver  screen  words,  is  the  only  form  of  life 
within  prison,  when  it  certainly  is  not. 

I,  being  a  woman  of  16  regretful  years 
within  the  chains  of  confinement,  and  a 
thorough-bred  of  homosexuality,  full  in  the 
completeness  of  that  lifestyle,  have  become 
a  master  of  all  its  highways  at  37,  never  see¬ 
ing  it  as  more  than  game  playing  until 
recently. 

There  are  some  persons  who  for  whatever 
reasons  must  walk  into  this  world  of  locks 
and  keepers  but  who  are  unique  people, who 
still  carry  within  them  sincereness,  that 
specific  caring  for  fellow  human  beings,  be 
it  in  relationship  or  friendship.  I  have  met 
such  a  woman  as  this,  whose  character  and 
inner  personality  are  that  of  compassion, 
easy  going  in  her  manner  of  general  com¬ 
munication,  offering  friendship  in  the  truest 
form. 

I  have  adventured  into  the  serious  world 
where  all  emotions  stem  from  the  core  of  the 
heart  with  this  woman  and  dealt  with  the 
reality  of  rejection  because  of  conflicting 
lifestyles  which  did  cause  confusion,  separa¬ 
tion  and  the  life  force  of  heartache  to  erupt 
. . .  but  still  there  is  learning  of  wisdom  gain¬ 
ed.  For  if  you  allow  yourself  the  risk,  which 
partakes  of  all  we  do,  then  you  must  allow 
yourself  a  moment  of  understanding 
towards  the  pleasures,  and  most  important¬ 
ly  towards  the  pains.  One  should  not  dwell 
within  their  own  hardships  only,  but  reach 
for  all  the  goodness  that  can  and  could  still 
be  gained  from  it. 

Closeness  with  this  woman  is  still  so  very 
alive  within  my  life,  friendship  is  immense 
and  a  bond  stands  strong  that  is  ever 
undestroyable.  There  is  just  about  as  much 
sincereness  within  the  hands  of  the  prison 
world  as  surely  there  is  out.  It’s  all  in  what 
you  seek.  (Thank  God  for  Eileen 
Sweeney...) 

Respectfully, 
Kim  Phillips 

_  Box  9007 

Framingham,  MA  01701 

Dear  Ladies  in  Local  Control 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  your  Gay  Community 
News.  I  enjoy  it  very  much.  Would  you 
please  print  this  letter  to  the  womyn  in  Local 
Control  (Ohio  Womyn’s  Prison)  in  your 
‘Community  Voices’  section. 

Dear  Ladies  in  Local  Control, 

Hopefully  your  brothers  in  other  Ohio 
prisons  will  show  their  support  for  you  with 
the  information  you  asked  for  in  GCN.  I 
was  going  to  write  directly  but  doubt  that 
my  letter  would  make  it  through.  I  have  also 
been  on  administrative  segregation  for  my 
political  litigation  and  organization  of  my 
fellow  prisoners,  and  probably  will  be  for 
many  years  because  when  I  see  oppression, 
like  what  you  face,  1  feel  obligated  to  help  in 
any  way  I  can. 

From  your  brief  letter  it  surely  seems  you 
are  experiencing  the  violation  of  many  of 
your  constitutional  rights.  I  suggest  that  you 
start  a  letter-writing  campaign  to  as  many 


newspapers,  social  organizations  (esp. 
womyn’s  organizations),  family  and  friends 
as  possible.  Outside  support  is  very  impor¬ 
tant  in  getting  the  pigs  off  one’s  back. 

Secondly,  as  state  prisoners  you  have  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  Federal  prisoners  in  the  form  of  a 
law  suit  against  the  state  of  Ohio  and  its  of¬ 
ficials  (from  the  guards  to  the  governor). 
This  is  called  42  USC  1983  Civil  Rights  Ac¬ 
tion  and  can  be  filed  by  all  of  you  as  a  class 
action  free  of  charge.  This  process  can  be 
very  complex  and  hopefully  you  will  find  a 
jailhouse  lawyer  there  who  can  help  you 
with  it.  But  if  you  don’t,  I’m  willing  to  try  to 
get  a  copy  to  you. 

Also,  please  check  out  the  Prisoners  Self- 
Help  Litigation  Manual  [available  from 
Oceana  Press,  75  Main  St,  Dobbs  Ferry  NY 
10522  for  $16  —  it's  the  BEST!].  And  the 
ACLU  Prisoners  Rights  book  (much 
smaller,  but  FREE!)  from:  A  CL  U,  132  W. 
43rd  St,  New  York,  NY  10036.  These  will 
tel!  you  a  lot  about  your  rights  and  how  to 
fight  for  them  in  court. 

The  struggle  continues  my  Sisters, 
Uhuru! 

Charles  Murphy 
17183 

_  PO  Box  76 

Greencastle,  IN  46135 

Cardinal  Law  doesn’t  deserve 
Anti-Defamation  League  award 

Dear  GCN: 

I  hope  you  will  reprint  this  letter,  which  I 
recently  sent  to  Leonard  Zakim,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Anti-Defamation  League  of 
B’nai  B’rith  concerning  that  organization’s 
choice  of  Cardinal  Law  as  recipient  of 
an  award  for  combatting  bigotry.  I  am  en- 
courging  people  to  picket  outside  the  Westin 
Hotel  in  Boston  October  6,  the  day  Law  will 
be  presented  the  award. 

Dear  Mr.  Zakim: 

I  recently  learned  that  the  Anti- 
Defamation  League  has  chosen  Cardinal  Ber¬ 
nard  Law  as  recipient  for  the  Abraham 
Joshua  Herschel  Interfaith  Relations  award 
for  his  work  to  improve  relations  between 
Jews  and  Catholics. 

As  a  Jew,  I  applaud  Cardinal  Law’s  ef¬ 
forts  in  easing  religious  tensions.  However, 
if  the  Anti-Defamation  League  is  truly 
working  toward  combatting  the  many  forms 
of  prejudice,  then  I  must  ask  it  to  seriously 
reconsider  its  choice  for  the  award. 

In  actuality,  while  claiming  to  advocate 
human  rights  and  calling  for  open  discus¬ 
sion  among  individuals  and  nations,  the 
Catholic  Church,  through  Cardinal  Law, 
systematically  denies  rights  to  an  estimated 
10  percent  of  the  population  —  namely  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  males.  Repeatedly  the  Car¬ 
dinal  has  denied  an  audience  to  represen¬ 
tatives  of  Dignity/Boston,  a  gay  and  lesbian 
Catholic  organization.  In  addition,  an  aide 
to  Law’s  predecessor,  Humberto  Cardinal 
Medeiros,  even  refused  to  accept  a  donation 
check  which  Dignity  contributed  to  the  Car¬ 
dinal  Stewardship  Fund,  a  Church-spon¬ 
sored  charity. 

Cardinal  Law  has  promoted  anti-gay 
bigotry  with  his  outspoken  support  of  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Social  Ser¬ 
vice’s  blatantly  discriminatory  foster  care 
policy  which  virtually  excludes  lesbians  and 
gays  from  qualifying  for  foster  placements. 
In  addition,  the  Cardinal  has  required  that 
priests  urge  parishoners  to  lobby  public  of¬ 
ficials  to  vote  against  a  proposed  law  which 
if  passed  would  simply  grant  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  basic  protections  in  employment  and 
housing  —  rights  already  granted  to  other 
groups.  The  Church  has  even  blamed  gays 
for  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

During  and  immediately  following  Pope 
John  Paul  IPs  visit  to  Boston  in  October 
1979  there  were  increased  reports  of  verbal 
and  physical  assaults  on  members  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community,  which  many  attri¬ 
bute  directly  to  the  Church’s  narrow 
teachings  on  homosexuality. 

Therefore,  it  remains  that  until  Cardinal 
Law  and  the  Catholic  Church  begin  to  truly 
honor  human  diversity,  their  policies  and 
dogmas  must  be  challenged  and  they,  in  no 
way,  deserve  consideration  for  any  pres¬ 
tigious  award. 

Sincerely, 
Warren  Blumenfeld 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
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GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN  THREE 
PAGES.  Send  to:  Community  Voices,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

S.  African  gay  anti-apartheid 
activist  Simon  Nkoli  thinks  of 
the  future 

Dear  GCN: 

I,  Simon  Nkoli,  am  still  in  the  dock  as  ac¬ 
cused  no.  13  in  this  matter.  [Nkoli,  a 
Black  gay  anti-apartheid  activist  in  South 
Africa,  is  one  of  the  defendants  charged 
with  threatening  the  government  in  the 
Delmas  Treason  Trial,  now  in  its  32nd 
month.]  Sitting  with  me  are  18  other  men  — 
16  of  us  are  out  on  bail  and  three  of  our  co¬ 
accused  are  still  kept  in  custody.  In  front  of 
us  sits  the  judge  and  his  assessor,  both 
writing  their  own  notes.  On  my  Iefthand  side 
are  two  members  of  the  state  —  also  writing 
notes.  At  my  righthand  side  ahead,  George 
Bizos,  a  defense  advocate,  is  busy  presen¬ 
ting  the  defense’s  case.  He  has  been  standing 
there  for  three  weeks  arguing  that  the  state 
has  not  convinced  the  court  that  the  accused 
had  committed  any  crime  by  taking  part  in 
community  and  local  politics.  Sitting  next  to 
him  are  our  lawyers.  Among  others  is  my 
lawyer,  Caroline  Nicholls.  She  has  been  very 
kind  to  me  and  supported  me  through  the 
whole  trial. 

The  courtroom  is  very  packed  today  — 
friends  and  families  of  the  accused.  They  are 
all  interested  in  the  argument  but  they  must 
be  wondering  just  like  us  what  will  be  the 
outcome  of  the  whole  issue.  1  don’t  know 
what  my  fellow  co-accused  think  at  the  mo¬ 
ment,  but  surely  tension  is  mounting  in  our 
thoughts.  It  is  like  we  are  about  to  be  told  of 
our  bad  performance  in  the  test  or  exam  that 
we  have  just  written. 

But  among  other  things  I  personally  think 
of  my  future.  Sorry  to  sound  individualistic 
—  1  should  be  talking  of  our  future.  To  be 
honest,  it  is  very  difficult  to  talk  of  our 
future.  1  can  only  wish  that  whatever  may 
happen  to  the  19  of  us,  whether  we  go  to 
prison  or  come  out  as  free  men,  we  must 
never  forget  that  we  do  have  duties  to  per¬ 
form,  until  the  total  liberation  is  achieved  by 
all  living  human  beings. 

If  we  go  to  prison,  it  is  not  because  we 
want  to  go  there.  It  is  because  the  South 
African  Police  want  to  get  rid  of  us.  It  is 
because  they  don’t  want  us  to  educate  our 
brothers  and  sisters  about  why  they  are  suf¬ 
fering  and  what  they  are  suffering  from. 

I  cannot  deny  that  our  parents  are  going 
to  suffer  when  we  go  to  prison.  In  fact,  they 
have  suffered  a  lot  and  they  are  still  suffer¬ 
ing.  If  I  have  to  go  to  prison,  I’ll  miss  all  of 
you  in  the  U.S.  and  the  Simon  Nkoli  Anti- 
Apartheid  Committee.  But  I’ll  be  proud  of 
it.  I’ll  be  proud  of  all  of  you.  1  will  miss 
GLOW  [the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Organisation 
of  Witwatersrand,  a  multi-racial,  anti¬ 
apartheid  group  Nkoli  helped  to  found].  I 
know  for  a  fact  that  GLOW  is  going  to  suf¬ 
fer  a  lot.  Maybe  it  won’t  stick  around,  not 
only  because  of  the  fear  inflicted  on  us  by 
the  state  of  emergency,  but  because  some  in¬ 
dividuals  are  trying  to  infiltrate  our  GLOW 
and  leave  it  broken. 

If  I  will  be  free  in  this  case,  it  will  be  a  gift 
from  Allah,  God  or  the  Almighty  for 
GLOW  members  and  other  individual  gays 
who  need  me.  I  must  not  be  understood  to 
be  a  messiah  for  gays  and  lesbians,  but  I  do 
suffer  a  lot  as  an  individual  person.  Some¬ 
times,  like  other  people  suffering  like  me,  I 
do  ask  myself  how  long  shall  I  go  on  like 
this.  But  at  times  I  console  myself  and  tell 
myself  that  Nelson  Mandela  was  right  when 
he  said,  “There  is  no  easy  walk  to 
freedom.”  It  is  true  that  in  South  Africa,  as 
I  am  writing  this  letter,  many  people  have 
died.  Many  people  have  gone  into  exile. 
Many  people  are  banned.  Many  people  are 
in  Prison  and  detention.  And  others  are  fac¬ 
ing  death  sentences.  I  think  of  the  Sharpe- 
ville  Six.  Why  are  they  there?  What  is  the 
world  doing  to  save  their  lives?  What  are 
Reagan  and  Thatcher  saying  about  this 
situation? 

Let  me  continue  and  tell  you  about  my 
future  as  a  free  person.  Well,  I  don’t  believe 
in  dreams  but  I  always  have  a  good  dream. 
“I  find  accused  no.  13  not  guilty  on  all  ac¬ 
counts.”  If  the  dream  is  true  it  will  be  okay 


and  what  will  I  do?  I  want  to  go  to  the 
university  and  study  law  or  social  work.  But 
where  will  I  get  the  money  from?  I  also  want 
to  travel  around  in  the  country  and  get  my 
mind  sorted  out.  Then  the  most  important 
thing  is  to  write  a  book  about  myself  and  the 
Delmas  trial.  And  again,  who  will  edit  and 
help  me  with  this  book  in  South  Africa?  If 
anyone  there  in  Boston  or  elsewhere  in  the 
world  has  any  suggestions  or  offers  to  help 
me  I  will  be  very  glad. 

I  do  hope  to  write  again  if  I  have  the 
chance.  Do  keep  well  and  wish  us  good  luck. 

With  lots  of  love, 
Simon  Nkoli 
Johannesburg,  South  Africa 

Safer  sex  necessary,  but  a  poor 
substitute 

Dear  GCN: 

Many  thanks  for  Christopher  Wittke’s 
thoughtful  and  detailed  review  of  my 
album,  Purple  Heart  [GCN  Aug.  21 -Sept.  3, 
1988].  (The  two  most  thorough  reviews  I’ve 
received  have  come  from  Boston.)  I  ap¬ 
preciate  being  taken  seriously  enough  as  an 
artist  to  warrant  a  serious  review. 

But  I  need  to  respond  to  Mr.  Wittke’s 
comment  that  my  “feelings  about  [safer  sex] 
sound  creepy.”  He  quotes  from  an  Ad¬ 
vocate  interview  that  I  gave  to  Vito  Russo 
and  expresses  his  hope  that  I  “had  been  mis¬ 
quoted.”  Since  I’ve  gotten  a  fair  amount  of 
negative  comment  about  this  section  of  my 
interview  with  Vito,  I  have  decided  to  clarify 
my  intention. 

To  quote  “How  to  Have  Sex  in  an 
Epidemic”  (the  song),  “Got  a  lemon,  learn 
to  make  some  lemonade.”  If  you’ll  permit 
me  to  belabor  that  analogy,  what  I  object  to 
about  many  safer  sex  campaigns  is  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  deny  that  lemons  are  sour  or,  to  put 
it  another  way,  the  attempt  to  pass  off 
lemonade  as  champagne.  I  stand  by  my 
assertion  that  “Safe[r]  sex  is  making  the  best 
of  a  lousy  situation.” 

What  I,  as  a  sentient  adult,  object  to  is 
precisely  what  Mr.  Wittke  apparently 
celebrates:  “It’s  long  been  known  that  the 
best  AIDS  education  campaigns  repeat  sim¬ 
ple  information  over  and  over  again...” 
What  he  takes  to  be  a  “simple  message,”  I 
often  find  to  be  a  simplistic  message.  The 
oversimplification  of  the  complex  issues  sur¬ 
rounding  sexual  expression  in  the  age  of 
AIDS  is  offensive.  Chirpy,  slick  ad  cam¬ 
paigns  which  pretend  that  safer  sex  is  just  as 
fun  as  gay  sex  before  AIDS  insults  people’s 
intelligence. 

What  some  of  us  eroticized  in  the  ’70s  was 
sexual  spontaneity  —  the  ability  to  act  on 
every  urge  without  self-consciousness.  This 
is  precisely  what  AIDS  and  safer  sex  have 
killed. 

As  Mr.  Wittke  acknowledges,  “How  to 
Have  Sex...”  (the  booklet)  was  the  “land¬ 
mark”  introduction  of  the  concept  of 
avoiding  the  exchange  of  body  fluids.  Co¬ 
authors  Richard  Berkowitz,  Joe  Sonna- 
bend,  M.D.,  my  lover  Richard  Dworkin  and 
I,  began  writing  the  booklet  in  November 
1982  and  published  it  in  the  Spring  of  1983 
with  my  tax  return  monies.  (No  one  else 
would  publish  it,  including  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis). 

Our  booklet  was  frank  and  talked  in  street 
language  about  the  need  to  make  radical 
changes.  It  didn’t  for  an  instant  pretend  that 
the  changes  would  be  easy  or  that  the  sex 
would  be  as  good  as  it  had  been  before. 

The  song  “How  to  Have  Sex...”  is  about 
confusion.  It’s  about  being  buffeted  about 
by  changing  rules.  It’s  my  attempt  to  ack¬ 
nowledge  that  confusion  is  an  appropriate 
response  to  all  this  madness  —  to  say, 
“O.K.,  I  know  I  have  to  behave  responsibly 
and  I  will;  but  1  don ’t  have  to  like  it  and  I 
certainly  don’t  have  to  pretend  it’s  the  same 
as  the  real  thing.”  Switching  to  margarine 
may  prevent  heart  disease,  but  margarine 
will  never  taste  as  good  as  butter. 

For  those  of  us  raised  on  the  kind  of  gay 
sex  I/we  used  to  refer  to  (proudly!)  as  “pig¬ 
ging  out,”  safer  sex  is  a  poor  substitute.  If 
you  want  to  understand  our  whiny  nostalgia 
for  “pig  sex,”  just  read  anything  by  Andrew 
Holleran  —  especially  his  collection  of 
essays.  Ground  Zero.  Maybe  we  need  two 
different  campaigns:  one  for  those  of  us 
who’ve  come  out  after  AIDS,  and  one  for 
those  of  us  who  came  out  before. 

Gay  men  have  brought  about  a  second 
sexual  revolution.  The  rapid  reduction  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases  in  our  com¬ 
munity  to  near  zero  is  unprecedented  in  the 
history  of  public  health.  We  have  much  to 
be  proud  of  and  I  like  to  think  I’ve  played 
some  role  in  that  revolution. 
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Boston  Fire  Department 
appoints  gay  liaison 

New  post  created  to  support  les/gay  firefighters  and 
improve  community  relations 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  In  an  apparent  good-faith 
effort  to  confront  homophobia  within  its 
ranks,  the  Boston  Fire  Department  has 
created  a  new  position  of  lesbian  and  gay 
community  liaison.  Nine-year  department 
veteran  Jim  Murphy,  an  openly  gay 
firefighter,  assumed  the  post  in  mid- 
September.  Murphy  will  work  within  the 
department  to  provide  support  for  other  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  firefighters,  as  well  as  attempt 
to  improve  relations  with  the  Boston  les- 
bian/gay  community. 

“I  want  people  to  know  that  the  Boston 
Fire  Department  is  serving  the  needs  of 
everyone  in  the  community,”  Murphy  told 
GCN.  “I  am  very  committed  to  helping  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  I  want  to  do  some  small 
part  in  that  area.” 

Murphy  said  he  came  out  as  a  gay  man  15 
months  ago.  Describing  the  experience  as 
both  “liberating  and  emotionally  trying,” 
Murphy  explained  he  was  subjected  to  occa¬ 
sional  “off-handed  homophobic  com¬ 
ments”  from  co-workers.  According  to 
Murphy,  there  are  only  a  few  openly  gay 
employees  within  the  Fire  Department.  “A 
number  of  people  have  difficulty  coming 
out  at  w'ork,”  he  said.  “There  is  still 
homophobia  in  the  department,  just  as  there 
is  in  the  straight  community  in  general.  It’s 
very  sad,  the  level  of  violence  we 
encounter.” 

The  idea  for  the  new  liaison  post  was 
broached  last  spring  by  Ann  Sanders,  the 
Mayor’s  Liaison  to  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community.  She  approached  Fire  Commis¬ 
sioner  Leo  Stapleton  to  suggest  the  position, 
believed  to  be  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  U.S. 
“It  was  one  of  several  ideas  I  had  about 

“There  is  still  homophobia  in 
the  department ,  just  as  there 
is  in  the  straight  community 
in  general.  ” 

what  could  be  done  to  improve  communica¬ 
tions  between  the  Fire  Department  and  the 
community,”  Sanders  said.  “The  commis¬ 
sioner  [Stapleton]  was  so  receptive  and 
responsive  to  the  idea.  He  was  delightful  to 
work  with.” 

Sanders  explained  she  suggested  the 
liaison  position  because  of  “a  perception  in 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community  that  there 
was  not  a  great  deal  of  communication,  in  a 
general  sense,  between  the  Fire  Department 
and  the  community.”  She  said  Stapleton 
recommended  Murphy,  an  openly  gay  man 
within  the  department,  as  a  good  candidate 
for  the  position.  Sanders  said  she  will  re¬ 
main  in  contact  with  Murphy  to  act  as  a 
resource  person,  and  to  see  how  the  new 
post  is  working  out. 

Although  Sanders  said  specific  incidents 
were  not  factors  in  the  creation  of  the  liaison 
position,  increased  hostility  has  developed 
in  recent  years  between  the  lesbian/gay 
community  and  the  Fire  Department  over 
alleged  anti-gay  harassment  by  department 
personnel.  In  1986,  two  lesbians  and  a  gay 

Connecticut 

Continued  from  page  I 

and  Marcos  did  not  like  gays.” 

According  to  police,  the  suspects  met  the 
victim  outside  the  Chez  Est  Lounge,  the 
same  spot  where  Burke  and  Perez  allegedly 
met  Reihl  the  following  night. 

O’Brien  is  also  charged  in  still  another 
assault  of  a  gay  man  that  occurred  on  May 
17.  In  this  incident,  he  and  a  friend,  Roger 
Lilly,  18,  were  caught  in  the  act  by  Hartford 
police. 

All  but  Perez  are  out  on  bail.  Burke 
posted  a  $25,000  bond  and  was  released  im¬ 
mediately.  His  lawyers  said  he  needed  to  get 
home  to  prepare  for  his  final  exams  at  South 
Catholic. 

The  response  of  the  Church 

Gay  and  lesbian  activists  were  enraged 
when  the  principal  at  South  Catholic  ap¬ 
peared  in  court  in  support  of  the  suspects. 
Only  when  pressed  by  gay  activists  and  the 
media  as  to  whether  official  church  teaching 
on  homosexuality  might  have  fostered  anti- 

PAGE  6  □  OCTOBER  2-8,  1988  □ 


man  reported  they  were  physically  attacked 
in  the  Back  Bay  by  three  off-duty  Boston 
firefighters  who  shouted  anti-gay  epithets 
during  the  assault.  The  charges  against  the 
firefighters,  Patrick  Ellard,  Edward  Gott- 
wald  and  John  Sylvester,  have  all  been 


Ann  Sanders 


dismissed  by  the  Boston  Municipal  Court  as 
of  mid-September. 

In  another  matter,  community  outrage 
and  sympathy  was  rallied  for  Black 
firefighter  Robert  Jackson,  who  began 
speaking  out  in  April  1987  about  years  of 
homophobic  and  racist  harassment  he 
allegedly  received  from  Fire  Department  co¬ 
workers  and  supervisors.  Jackson,  who  now 
describes  himself  as  a  “reformed  Christian” 
who  is  no  longer  gay,  said  he  has  no  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  new  lesbian/gay  liaison  post. 
Sanders,  Murphy  and  attorney  David 
Grayer  —  who  represented  Jackson  during 
hearings  last  year  related  to  Jackson’s  com¬ 
plaints  against  the  Fire  Department  — 
declined  any  further  comment  about 
Jackson. 

Murphy  said  he  was  first  approached 
about  the  liaison  position  in  late  July,  and 
decided  to  accept  it  within  a  month.  “I 
wanted  to  take  the  job  to  address  the  issues 
personally,”  he  said,  “as  well  as  to  help  the 
community.  And  to  help  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  in  the  department.” 

Katherine  Triantafillou,  an  attorney  who 
represented  the  defendants  in  the  1986 
assault  case,  told  the  Boston  Herald  she  was 
optimistic  Murphy’s  appointment  “will 
slowly  change  anti-gay  attitudes  in  the  Fire 
Department.” 

Sanders  added  she  would  like  to  see 
liaison  positions  filled  by  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  all  large  departments  that  have  deal¬ 
ings  with  the  lesbian/gay  community.  She 
explained,  “It’s  especially  important  within 
agencies  that  have  to  do  with  law  enforce¬ 
ment,  or  that  deal  with  people  under  violent 
or  traumatic  circumstances.”  □ 


gay  sentiment  that  implicitly  encouraged  the 
murder  did  Hartford  Archbishop  John 
Whealon  officially  conc’^u  n  the  killing. 

Gay  activists  say  that  u.e  Church  must  be 
held  partly  responsible,  pointing  out  that 
three  of  the  suspects  attended  South  Catho¬ 
lic.  “What  are  they  teaching  over  there?” 
asked  John  Bonelli,  co-chair  of  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  Hart¬ 
ford’s  long-time  lesbian/gay  political 
organization.  Michael  Michaud,  president 
of  Dignity-Hartford,  the  gay  Catholic 
group,  said:  “Homophobia  and  homopho¬ 
bic  violence  clearly  exist  in  our  church.”  He 
claimed  that  official  church  policy  blamed 
the  increase  in  anti-gay  violence  on  the  fact 
that  gay  people  were  becoming  more  open 
about  their  sexuality. 

When  asked  directly  if  official  church 
teaching  might  lead  to  violence  against  gay 
people,  Whealon  could  only  say  that  he 
“hoped  not.”  He  did  say,  however,  that  this 
kind  of  “discrimination”  must  not  con¬ 
tinue. 

This  statement  was  quickly  seized  by  gay 
leaders,  who  have  been  locked  in  a  long  bat- 
Continuedon  page  16 
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Boston’s 

Freedom  Trail  Band 
presents 
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THE  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
+  BANDS  OF  AMERICA  IN  CONCERT 

OVER  100  MUSICIANS  FROM  ACROSS  THE  NATION 

8:00pm,  Saturday,  October  15, 1988 

Jordan  Hall  at  New  England  Conservatory 

(comer  of  Huntington  Avt  and  Gainsborough  St.,  near  the  Symphony  Qstop) 

*  SPECIAL  GUESTS: 

THE  BOSTON 
GAY  MEN’S  CHORUS 
+  and  THE  RHODE  ISLAND 

«  FEMINIST  CHORUS 

b  Sign  Language  interpreted 

♦  Tickets:  $12  and  $8 

Tickets  available  at 
Jordan  Hall  Box  office, 
all  Ticketron  outlets,  and 
Glad  Day  Bookshop 
at  673  Boylston  St. 

Charge  tickets  by  calling 
Teletron  at  720-3434 
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book 


Nice  Jewish  Bo) 

A  good  anthology  that  lacks  a  first-persor 
account  by  a  gay  man 


A  Mensch  Among  Men: 
Explorations  in  Jewish 
Masculinity 

Harry  Brod,  ed. 

Crossing  Press,  Freedom,  Calif. ,  1 988 
$  10.95  paper,  187  pp. 


Reviewed  by  Gordon  Gottlieb 

oday,  you  are  a  man,”  so  every 
13-year-old  Jewish  boy  is  in¬ 
formed  at  his  bar  mitzvah.  But 
these  five  words,  uttered  as  a  simple  point  of 
fact  during  an  ancient  ritual,  should  actually 
raise  more  questions  for  Jewish  males  and 
by  extension  for  all  men  than  act  as  an  ex¬ 
planation  for  behavior  henceforth.  What 
does  it  mean  for  a  Jewish  male  today  that  he 
is  “a  man,”  when  the  right  to  be  included  in 
a  synagogue’s  minyan  (quorum)  seems  less 
significant  than,  for  instance,  the  right  to 
apply  for  a  driver’s  license?  Thinking  men 
ask  themselves,  ‘‘What  am  I  to  do  with  my 
masculinity,  simultaneously  this  exalted 
status  and  powerful  burden?”  Jewish  men 
in  our  precariously  privileged  position  need 
to  scrutinize  our  multiple  roles  and  the  ex¬ 
pectations  society  places  upon  us  as  we  go 
try  to  make  sense  of  the  mishegas  that  rules 
the  world. 

Drawing  upon  his  work  in  the  men’s 
movement,  lessons  of  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment  and  the  experience  of  growing  up  a 
child  of  Holocaust  survivors,  Harry  Brod 
has  posed  these  questions  to  himself  and  to 
us  and  has  brought  forth  a  stunningly 
diverse  collection  of  essays  and  articles  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  intersection  of  Jewishness  and 
masculinity.  Entitled  A  Mensch  Among 


Men,  the  collection  includes  personal 
recollections  of  childhood  interactions  with 
distant  and  close  fathers;  academic/religi¬ 
ous  treatises  on  the  Bible,  anti-Semitism, 
and  contemporary  fiction;  and,  I  was 
delighted  to  see,  an  examination  of  Jewish 
homosexuality  and  homophobia. 

Brod  has  recognized  that  the  weight  of 
oppression  accumulates  in  differing 
amounts  upon  us,  based  upon  both  who  we 
are  as  individuals  and  into  what  groups  we 
fall  within  society.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  talk 
about  ‘‘the  male  sex  role”  in  the  U.S.  and 
feel  we  have  somehow  defined  anything 
meaningful.  Rather,  we  must  incorporate 
class,  race,  religion,  ethnicity  and  multiple 
other  factors  as  we  address  issues  of 
masculinity  and  sexuality. 

For  me  the  point  was  made  the  clearest  in 
the  article  “To  Be  or  Not  Be  Larry  Bush.” 
In  this  piece,  a  straight  journalist  has  to  deal 
with  his  own  homophobia  when  he  discov¬ 
ers  he  shares  his  name  with  a  fairly  promi¬ 
nent  gay  writer.  The  straight  Larry  Bush 
struggles  with  his  feelings,  with  his  at-a- 
distance-only  liberal  tolerance,  and  his 
memories  of  being  a  bit  of  sissy  as  a  kid  (a 
familiar  role  for  many  Jewish  boys,  both 
gay  and  straight).  1  felt  for  him,  even  as  I 
thought  “Oh,  get  over  it,  Mary.” 

On  the  more  scholarly  side,  Helen  Lene- 
man  writes  about  “Reclaiming  Jewish 


History:  Homo-erotic  Poetry  of  the  Middle 
Ages,”  and  Barry  Dov  Schwartz  describes 
“The  Jewish  View  of  Homosexuality.”  My 
knowledge  of  Spain’s  Golden  Age  is  at  best 
minimal,  but  I  was  captivated  by  her  un¬ 
covering  of  an  ignored  (or  denied)  cultural 
legacy  that  dates  from  an  era  when  Jews, 
Arabs  and  Iberians  lived  in  peaceful  and 
creative  co-existence.  Leneman  minces  no 
words,  either  in  her  translation  of  verse  or  in 
her  castigation  of  Jewish  and  other  resear¬ 
chers  who  vigorously  denied,  explained 
away  or  re-translated  homoerotic  poetry. 

Schwartz’  examination  of  biblical  com¬ 
mentary  and  contemporary  writings  is 
sometimes  slow  going.  Pruriently,  I’m 
somewhat  intrigued  that  Maimonides,  the 
great  Jewish  philosopher  of  twelfth  century 
Spain,  provided  explicit  commentary  to  be 
used  by  rabbis  on  what  constitutes  punish¬ 
able  anal  penetration.  Politically  though,  I 
still  get  enraged  when  people  use  the  Bible  to 
denounce  (or  justify)  homosexuality,  as 
though  any  single  written  document  has 
more  validity  than  people’s  lives. 

1  am  proud  to  say  that  an  editorial  that 
ran  in  GCN  is  also  reprinted  in  Brod’s  book. 
The  editorial,  called  “Our  Movement  is  No 
Place  for  Jew  Hating,”  draws  parallels  be¬ 
tween  homophobia  and  anti-Semitism,  a 
logical  comparison  that  the  gay  male  world 
has  been  slow  to  notice. 


My  only  regret  about  the  gay-oriented 
works  was  the  lack  of  inclusion  of  a  per¬ 
sonal,  first-person  account  by  a  gay  man. 
I  drew  my  own  conclusions  about  the  sexual 
orientation  of  the  different  writers,  but 
would  have  preferred  to  have  an  openly  gay 
man  as  one  of  the  contributors. 

There  are  many  other  valuable  pieces  in 
this  book.  True  to  form,  Andrea  Dworkin  is 
challenging  and  difficult  to  read  in  her  work 
“The  Sexual  Mythology  of 
Anti-Semitism.”  An  article  on  circumcision 
brings  up  the  old  clash  between  assimilation 
and  tradition.  I  hoped,  albeit  unrealistically, 
that  the  writer  would  examine  the  new  trend 
away  from  circumcision  (at  least  for  non- 
Jews)  and  assess  if  there’s  an  element  of 
anti-Semitism  interspersed  with  the 
legitimate  reasons  for  staying  “intact”; 
that’s  a  topic  for  another  article,  I  guess. 
Bob  Gluck  confronts  the  myth  of  Jewish 
men  as  non-abusive  in  “Jewish  Men  and 
Violence  in  the  Home  —  Unlikely  Compa¬ 
nions?”  Other  essays  seek  to  integrate  tradi¬ 
tional  Judaism  with  contemporary 
feminism. 

A  good  anthology  always  consists  of  more 
than  the  sum  of  its  parts.  Harry  Brod’s  A 
Mensch  Among  Men  is  such  a  book.  1  hope 
to  see  it  joined  by  similar  works  before  the 
millennium.  □ 


The  logical  extreme 
of  youth  worship  and 
age  hatred 

Sure  to  be  a  feminist  sci-fi  classic 


Of  envy  and 
em  barrassment 

Two  collections  from  London  of  short  stories  by  gay  men 


Bulldozer  Rising 

Anna  Li  via 

Onlywomen  Press,  London,  1 988 
3.95  pounds,  188pp. 

Reviewed  by  Mara  Math 

he  hi-tech,  low-humanity  future  of 
Bulldozer  Rising  is  uncomfortably 
familiar:  Anna  Livia  has  stripped 
contemporary  life  to  its  chilly  bones  in  this 
incisive  satire,  in  which  the  imperatives  of 
patriarchal  capitalist  society  are  made  literal. 

Nellies  and  zappers  (girls  and  boys, 
respectively),  for  instance,  are  formally 
trained  for  their  cookie-cutter  gender  roles 
in  the  city:  zappers,  clad  in  comfortable 
clothing,  including  “the  inalienable 
cod[piece],”  are  drilled  by  instructors  in  the 
macho  strut,  while  nellies  don  hobble  shifts, 
pencil  heels,  and  ropes  around/between 
their  ankles  to  practice  their  subservient 
mincing. 

A  city  of  scarce  resources  requires  of  its 
inhabitants  a  jigsaw  fit:  the  antagonist 
harmony  of  the  parts  which  perfects  the 
harmony  of  the  whole.  A  muscle  flexes, 
another  will  stretch:  without  either,  the 
limb  fails  to  function.  Zappers  stride  and 
nellies  trot,  the  different  pace  permitting 
staggered  use  of  walkways.  Youngmen  it 
behoves  to  barrow  and  billow;  demure 
youngwomen,  elbows  in,  knees  crossed, 
provide  necessary  space  for  a  thrusting 
strut.  First  principles  of  concavity  and 
convexity. 

The  cult  of  youth  has  reached  its  logical 
extreme  in  the  glass-and-concrete  city.  “To 


be  alive  means  to  be  young,”  and  conscien¬ 
tious  citizens  are  expected  to  dispose  of 
themselves  by  the  advanced  age  of  41,  since 
after  that  time  “each  breath  of  air  consum¬ 
ed  [by  the  old]  was  poison  gas  blown  into  the 
throat  of  the  young.” 

The  flip  side  of  youth-worship  is  virulent 
age-hatred.  Along  with  baskets  (the  disabl¬ 
ed),  oboes  (the  fat)  and  sickies  (the  ill), 
oldwomen  are  considered  fair  prey  for 
discrimination,  humiliation  and  violence, 
especially  at  the  hands  of  youngmen.  The 
daily  paper  reports  that  all  curbs  have  been 
raised  to  two  feet  to  halt  “the  wheelchair 
menace”;  the  Ackademick  paper,  Objec¬ 
tivity,  pontificates,  “High  kerbs  may  justly 
be  regarded  as  a  municipal  metaphor  for 
high  morals.” 

With  a  rare  delineation  of  the  nuances, 
pains  and  rewards  of  aging,  Livia  issues  a 
challenge  to  our  youth-based  aesthetic. 
Ithaca,  who  has  an  ambivalent  identifica¬ 
tion  with  the  creeds  of  the  City  Fathers,  is 
repelled  by  visible  signs  of  age,  but  the 
young  runaway  Scimitel,  who  embodies  one 
hope  for  change,  has  the  opposite  reaction. 

...It  was  the  sight  of  those  grey  granite 
faces,  those  shrivelled  humps  of  bodies 
which  turned  Ithaca’s  stomach,  and  she 
the  lover  of  the  oldwoman.  Surrounded  by 
mobile  ruins. 

“Shapeless,”  she  muttered,  turning 
away. 

Scimitel  caught  the  mutter  with  sur¬ 
prise.  Her  own  flat  body  seemed  shapeless 
beside  the  complex  folds  of  the 
rockwomen.  She  watched  fascinated... 

Continued  on  page  12 


Oranges  and  Lemons:  Stories 
by  Gay  Men 

Edited  by  David  Rees  and  Peter  Robins 
Third  House,  London,  1987 
3.95  pounds,  paper,  136pp. 

Flux 

David  Rees 

Third  House,  London,  1 988 
$7.50  paper,  176pp. 

Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchel 

became  a  reviewer  because  I  wanted  to 
write,  obviously,  but  also  because  1  love 
to  read.  Despite  a  fulltime  job,  I  manage 
to  read  an  average  of  200  books  a  year,  plus 
magazines  and  newspapers.  When  I  read  a 
book  that  I  think  is  good,  I’m  filled  with  en¬ 
vy  and  admiration  for  the  author.  When  I 
read  a  book  that  I  think  is  bad,  I  feel  not  on¬ 
ly  anger  —  for  the  waste  of  my  time  —  but 
embarrassment  for  the  author.  It’s  like  a 
bad  dream  of  walking  onstage  minus  my 
pants,  or  of  playing  a  whole  set  with  my 
guitar  obnoxiously  out  of  tune.  If  1  identify 
so  closely  with  authors  of  bad  fiction,  it’s 
because  I  have,  buried  in  the  chaos  of  my 
files,  some  bad  stories  of  my  own.  And  some 
of  the  stories  in  Oranges  and  Lemons  shared 
enough  of  their  faults  to  make  me  think  with 
a  shudder:  That  could  be  me,  making  a 
public  spectacle  of  myself!  Maybe  I’m  ra¬ 
tionalizing,  but  I  think  that  a  writer  must 
have  the  courage  not  just  to  persist  in  seek¬ 
ing  publication,  but  also  to  recognize  that 
his  or  her  work  is  not  yet  good  enough. 

But  what  do  I  know?  One  of  the  worst 
stories  in  Oranges  and  Lemons,  the  title 
story,  is  by  Peter  Robins,  one  of  the  editors 


and  apparently  the  established  writer. 
“Oranges  and  Lemons”  is  quasi-science- 
fiction,  set  in  a  future  British  police  state, 
and  stars  an  old  revolutionary  who  has  sold 
out  to  the  new  regime.  As  he  waits  for  death, 
he  is  abducted  by  some  young  revolutionar¬ 
ies  in  league  with  his  long-lost  lover  Mitch  — 
but  as  luck  would  have  it,  a  stray  bullet  snat¬ 
ches  away  “any  possibility  of  an  autumnal 
love.”  Ironically  enough,  his  loss  cements 
his  resolve  to  join  the  young  rebels....  Writ¬ 
ten  in  a  depressingly  jaunty  style,  “Oranges 
and  Lemons”  is  less  a  story  than  a  sketch  for 
a  story.  Its  failings  are  typical  of  the  weaker 
stories  in  the  collection:  imprecise  style,  too 
much  aimless  dialogue,  and  annoying  didac¬ 
ticism.  The  other  problem  is  that  many  of 
these  ideas  have  been  done  before  — 
Rodney  Mills’  “Nothing  Like,”  about  the 
problems  of  a  gay  teacher  of  adolescent 
boys,  or  Chris  Payne’s  “Popping  the  Ques¬ 
tion,”  in  which  a  gay  man  alleviates  his 
boredom  at  his  sister’s  wedding  by  spotting 
other  gay  men  there  —  and  the  versions  here 
add  nothing  to  the  cliches. 

But  there  are  some  good  things  in  the  col¬ 
lection.  “Dominoes,  Draughts  and  Tea,” 
by  Ian  Hutson,  is  a  playlet  about  two  old 
lovers  planning  their  vacation;  Hutson  has 
caught  exactly  the  way  talk  becomes  a  caress 
in  a  long-term  relationship,  and  lets  us  in  on 
the  private  jokes.  Martin  Foreman’s 
“Room  with  No  View”  successfully  evokes 
the  claustrophobia  of  obsession.  “The 
Solitary  Collector”  by  Paul  Davies  actually 
manages  to  be  rather  funny,  and  James 
Macveigh’s  “Tomboy”  is  an  unsettling  mix 
of  Lolita  and  Wallace  Hamilton’s  boy-love 
novel  Kevin.  One  of  the  best  stories  is 
“Winter  Light,”  by  the  collection’s  other 
Continued  on  page  12 
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She’s  tough,  she’s 
savvy... she’s  lesbian- 
feminist  sleuth  Helen 
Keremos 


Zaremba’s  best  mystery  yet 


Beyond  Hope,  A  Helen 
Keremos  Thriller 

Eve  Zaremba 

Amanita  Enterprises,  Toronto,  Canada, 
1987 

$ 12.95  paper,  222pp. 

Reviewed  by  Mara  Math 

The  mystery  is,  who’s  been  giving  Eve 
Zaremba  flak?  “A  P.I.  (private  in¬ 
vestigator]  is  by  definition  p.i. 
(politically  incorrect],”  the  author  declared 
when  speaking  at  the  Third  International 
Women’s  Book  Fair  this  past  June,  and  her 
publishers  seem  to  feel  the  same  defen¬ 
siveness.  The  Amanita  Enterprises  press 
release  explains,  “These  two  thrillers 
[Zaremba’s  Work  for  a  Million  and  Beyond 
Hope ]  provide  the  cash  flow  for  what 
Amanita  was  set  up  to  do  —  publish  accessi¬ 
ble,  outrageous  books  with  a  radical 
feminist  flavor.”  Hey,  girls,  no  apologies 
needed!  This  well-written  thriller  has  plenty 
of  feminist  content  touching  on  “serious” 
themes,  and  lesbian-feminist  Helen 
Keremos  is  an  enjoyable  addition  to  the  pan¬ 
theon  of  women  sleuths. 

In  this,  her  third  novel,  Zaremba  finally 
manages  to  balance  and  integrate  her  lesbian 
content.  In  Reason  to  Kill,  Zaremba’s  first 
Helen  Keremos  mystery,  one  had  to  be  a 
dedicated  reader-between-the-lines  to  get 
even  a  hint  of  lesbianism,  while  in  Work  for 
a  Million  which  followed,  we  were  ham¬ 
mered  over  the  head  with  a  soppy,  sloppy 
lesbian  crush  subplot.  Perhaps  having 
tough,  savvy  Helen  gush  so  fatuously  over 
someone  who  exists  primarily  as  a  nice  sing¬ 


ing  voice  and  a  pretty  head  of  hair  was  sup¬ 
pose  to  round  the  detective  out  —  after  all, 
who  among  us  has  never  done  the  same?  — 
but  it  fell  flat  instead.  In  Beyond  Hope 
however,  Helen  takes  her  lesbianism  for 
granted  in  a  comfortable  and  affirming  way. 

Commissioned  by  the  former  comrades  of 
a  leftist  revolutionary,  Helen’s  quest  this 


•time  is  to  find  the  missing  woman,  who  has 
been  underground  for  15  years.  With  her  ex¬ 
cellent  descriptions  of  Helen’s  travels 


NEW  TITLES  FROM 

KITCHEN  TABLE: 

Women  of  Color  Press 


Seventeen  Syllables  and  Other  Stories  by 

Hisaye  Yamamoto.  (Introduction  by  King-Kok 
Cheung.)  The  first  U.S.  collection  of  fifteen 
award-winning  stories,  spanning  Yamamoto's 
forty-year  career.  170  pages,  $9.95  paper. 


Desert  Run,  Poems  and  Stories  by  Mitsuye 
Yamada.  A  survivor  of  the  U.S.  concentration 
camps,  Yamada  paints  the  emotional  and 
physical  landscape  of  a  woman  who  can  never 
take  her  own  safety  nor  that  of  her  home  for 
granted.  112  pages,  $7.95  paper. 


\  Please  include  $1.50  p.  &  h.  for  the  first  book  and  $.50  for  each  additional  book. 
)  Write  for  our  free  complete  catalogue  listing  more  than  100  books  by  and  about 
\  women  of  color.  P.O.  Box  908-G,  Latham,  NY  12110 
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off  our  backs  - 

the  best  in  feminist  journalism 


•  news  from  every  continent  -  working 
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through  British  Columbia,  and  the  sup¬ 
plementary  historical  perspective,  Zaremba 
provides  that  sense  of  place  which  is  a 
crucial  ingredient  for  any  superior  mystery. 
(The  title,  incidentally,  is  a  pun  —  not  ex¬ 
plained  in  the  text  —  on  the  location  of 
Hope,  a  tiny  jewel  of  a  Canadian  town  bet¬ 
ween  Vancouver  and  Nelson,  B.C.) 

Zarmeba  has  taken  more  risks  as  a  writer 
with  this  third  novel  than  the  previous  two, 
and  successfully  recoups  them.  When,  for 
instance,  Helen  traipses  up  a  mountain,  led 
by  a  missing  man’s  dog,  those  readers  begin¬ 
ning  to  squirm  with  misgivings  are  neatly 
beaten  to  the  punch: 

The  collie  bitch  in  my  arms  whined  and 

struggled  until  we  were  off  the  road  again 


and  heading  straight  up  the  slopes.  I  knew 
we  couldn’t  keep  this  up.  Or  rather,  I 
couldn’t.  I  was  exhausted,  bruised  and 
pissed  off.  Apart  from  the  physical  im¬ 
possibility  of  complying  with  the  dog’s 
demands  for  vertical  ascent,  the  whole 
enterprise  smacked  too  much  of  an 
episode  in  a  Walt  Disney  movie.  The 
faithful  pooch,  the  lost  master  and  the 
heroic  rescuer.  I  put  down  my  furry 
burden  and  contemplated  the  situation  as 
coldly  as  I  could. 

With  wit  and  intelligence,  and  occasional¬ 
ly  with  muscle,  Helen  faces  down  cops, 
spies,  arms  dealers,  white  supremacists,  and 
agents  of  various  governments,  including 
Canada  and  the  U.S.  Oddly,  Zaremba’s  per¬ 
suasive  characterizations  falter  only  when 
Continued  on  page  12 
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nee  upon  a  time,  so  goes  the  old 
legend,  gay  men  didn’t  live 
together  as  couples.  First  it  was 
because  gay  men  were  too  unstable  or  pro¬ 
miscuous  or  flighty  to  settle  down  into  a 
longterm  relationship.  Then  it  was  because 
even  though  the  couple  might  be  ready  to 
live  together,  the  outside  world  (family, 
employer,  landlord,  etc.)  wouldn’t  tolerate 
it.  And  for  some  it  was  a  political  decision 
not  to  ape  het  lifestyles. 


In  fact,  however,  gay  men  have  always  liv¬ 
ed  together  with  their  lovers  —  in  apart¬ 
ments  they  rented  or  houses  they  owned, 
openly  in  the  city  or  discreetly  in  the  sticks 
(or  vice  versa),  in  group  houses  or  with  a 
lover’s  parents.  The  variation,  as  always 
with  gay  men,  is  staggering. 

Somehow  all  those  gay  men  managed  to 
figure  out  ways  to  live  with  their  boyfriends 
and  deal  with  the  big  and  little  issues  that 
come  up  in  day-to-day  existence.  But  this  is 
the  1980s,  after  all,  which  means  there  must 
be  a  how-to  book  in  it.  There  is,  l  recall,  a 
book  on  how  to  come  out  and  there  are 
countless  books  on  how  to  find  a  lover,  so 
it’s  only  reasonable  to  complete  the  trilogy 
with  a  manual  on  how  to  live  with  the  one 
you  love. 

Eric  Marcus,  a  New  York  writer/produ¬ 
cer  who  has  volunteered  for  Identity  House 
and  the  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis,  has  writ¬ 
ten  such  a  guide,  one  that  is  for  the  most 
part  thoughtful  and  comprehensive.  What  1 

Continued  on  page  1 3 
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By  Vernon  Maulsby 

I  grew  up  in  the  sixties,  between  Acid 
Rock  and  Rock  and  Roll.  Just  before  I 
entered  my  teens  I  had  my  first  crush  and 
lover.  His  name  was  Eddie;  a  slim,  dark¬ 
eyed  boy,  perhaps  a  year  younger  than  I 
was.  We  had  always  been  inseparable  as 
children;  we  seemed  a  natural  team,  and  our 
families  gave  no  notice.  No  one  thought  it 
odd  that  we  preferred  each  other’s  company 
over  other  people’s.  We  were  known  and  ac¬ 
cepted  as  loners,  plus  neither  one  of  us  was 
popular  in  or  out  of  school. ..me  ’cause  of 
my  obesity  and  color,  Eddie  ’cause  of  his 
habitually  long  silences  when  all  he  wanted 
to  do  was  think  about  things  or  write  his 
poetry. 

In  1969  we  became  lovers.  It  wasn’t  plan¬ 
ned  or  expected  —  it  just  happened  one  day 
while  we  were  stretched  out  together  on  the 
couch  watching  TV.  His  parents  had  just 
told  him  about  their  up-coming  divorce  and 
custody  fight.  Neither  parents  wanted  him 
and  made  it  evident.  He  cried  in  my  arms;  1 
felt  angry  and  wanted  to  protect  him,  shield 
him  from  the  pain.  I  had  butterflies  in  my 
stomach  and  felt  feverish.  He  looked  up 
while  I  held  him  and  kissed  me.  We  slowly, 
fumblingly  made  love,  and  I  felt  complete 
for  the  first  time  in  my  life.  Nothing  ever  felt 
so  right  before.  We  cleaned  up  in  the  shower 
and  went  back  to  watching  TV. 

We  never  made  love  again.  What  came 
naturally  to  me  was  “wrong”  to  Eddie.  Our 
friendship  was  soon  on  the  skids,  and  we 
consciously  avoided  each  other.  The  word 
“homosexual,”  or  the  thought  of  being  gay, 
never  entered  my  mind.  I  was  just  me,  and  I 
thought  Eddie  was  a  once-in-a-lifetime  love. 

Sex,  of  any  kind,  was  a  forbidden  subject 
in  my  home.  All  I  ever  remember  hearing 
was  that  when  the  “right”  person  came 
along  I  would  know  it.  I  know  they  meant  a 
woman,  but  to  my  family  that  was  an  ob¬ 
vious  fact  that  didn’t  need  mentioning.  In 
my  highly  religious  home,  lots  of  things  were 
taken  for  granted  with  no  effort  made  to 
spell  them  out.  As  a  member  of  the  only 
black  family  in  an  upper  middle  class  suburb 
in  upstate  New  York,  there  was  a  certain 
distance  between  me  and  normal  social  in¬ 
teraction.  Being  the  minister’s  grandson, 
and  fat  too,  I  was  really  on  my  own,  even  as 
far  as  my  moral  precepts  went.  Eddie  felt 
right,  and  that  was  enough. 

In  my  early  teens  I  had  my  first  experience 
with  females.  I  was  capable  physically,  but 
something  was  missing.  I  thought  that  was 
just  how  straight  sex  was  supposed  to  be,  so 
I  accepted  my  lack  of  enthusiasm  as  normal. 

I  was  always  one  of  those  kids  who 
wandered  around  town,  just  killing  time  — 
especially  after  Eddie  and  I  broke  up.  One 
evening  I  was  sitting  on  the  pier,  watching 
the  Hudson  River  go  by,  when  I  met  my  first 
gay  person.  He  was  a  cute  guy  in  this  thir¬ 
ties,  just  wandering  around  like  me.  We 
spoke  for  awhile,  and  I  started  feeling  but¬ 
terflies,  like  before.  We  stopped  talking  and 
just  looked  at  each  other.  I  was  scared  and 
happy  at  the  same  time  as  I  took  him  home. 
My  mom  was  out,  so  it  was  safe,  and  I 
wanted  this  man  in  my  bed  so  bad  my  teeth 
itched.  Later  I  learned  his  name  was  Terri; 
he  was  the  guy  that  they  had  talked  about  in 
town  as  being  “queer.”  I  began  to  panic. 
What  if  someone  had  seen  us  together?  He 
understood  and  left  his  phone  number  in 
case  I  wanted  to  meet  him  again. 

We  snuck  around  together  for  a  couple  of 
years.  He  cared  enough  about  me  to  put  up 
with  my  crap  without  complaints.  He  just 
lived  as  an  example  of  how  it  could  be  and 
was  patient  with  me.  In  1973,  he  told  me  he 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


was  in  love  with  me  and  wanted  me  to  either 
move  in,  or  at  least  admit  that  I  was  gay  and 
stop  hiding. 

So,  as  far  as  my  social  life  went,  I  came 
out.  Terri  helped  me  find  my  space.  His  ad¬ 
vice  was  always  available.  He  let  me  try  my 
wings  and  was  always  there  when  I  landed 
hard.  He  understood  about  my  continued 
hiding  from  my  parents  and  didn’t  press  me 
—  he  said  it  would  come  with  time  and  that 
I’d  know  when  I  was  ready. 

Until  he  moved  in  1975,  we  were  a  couple. 
I  didn’t  go  with  him,  because  as  I  had  grown 
I  learned  that  my  needs  had  changed.  We  re¬ 
mained  close  friends  until  his  death  in  1982. 

I  went  through  a  rough  time  about  this 
death;  he  died  by  his  own  hand.  We  had 
spoken  by  phone  the  week  before  it  happen¬ 
ed,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  tell,  he  was  okay. 
He  just  came  home  from  work  and  cut  his 
wrists  in  the  bathtub. 

The  services  were  closed  to  me  once  the 
family  heard  my  name,  but  I  made  it  to  the 
graveside  and  paid  my  respects.  I  managed 
to  put  my  bracelet  in  the  grave  so  something 
of  me  could  be  with  him.  That  may  sound 
silly,  but  it  felt  right. 

After  I  graduated  from  high  school,  I 
moved  into  my  own  apartment  and  began 
college.  I  worked  in  a  hospital,  and  there  I 
met  my  lover  Percy.  When  I  first  saw  him  it 
was  no  big  thing,  but  in  the  next  few  days  I 
stopped  in  to  check  on  his  recovery.  I  knew 
he  was  gay  the  second  time  I  talked  to  him, 
but  things  didn’t  gel  until,  as  I  was  leaving 
one  day,  he  threw  his  shorts  at  my  head  and 
walked  naked  into  his  bathroom.  I’m  lucky 
he  had  a  private  room,  because  we  didn’t 
wait.  When  he  got  released  I  left  work  early 
to  take  him  home. 

When  Percy  and  I  made  plans  to  live 
together,  I  knew  it  was  time  to  be  honest 
with  my  mom.  I  made  a  big  thing  of  it, 
rehearsing  for  weeks  in  front  of  my  mirror 
while  shaving,  in  the  car  on  the  way  to 
school,  and  so  on.  I  made  reservations  at 
this  nice  restaurant  for  us;  I  wanted 
everything  just  right. 

Things  went  completely  wrong.  I  ended 
up  telling  her  over  tea  that  afternoon.  I  just 
looked  into  her  eyes  and  told  her.  My 
prepared  speech  (with  historical  footnotes) 
went  right  out  the  window.  As  I  talked  with 
my  mother  and  told  her  I  was  gay  and  had 
been  as  long  as  I  could  remember,  she  just 
sat  there  sipping  her  tea.  She  took  her 
glasses  off,  smiled,  and  told  me  she  had 
known  for  years.  After  my  jaw  closed  I 
started  to  cry;  I  couldn’t’  help  it.  The 
pressure  was  off,  and  I  couldn’t  stop.  She 
held  me  tight,  and  we  had  a  good  cry 
together.  I  didn’t  lose  her  love  as  I  had 
feared:  she  didn’t  like  my  choice,  but  she 
supported  me.  We  became  closer  as  the 
years  passed. 

The  rest  of  the  family  ostracized  me.  I  was 
no  longer  welcome  in  their  homes  or  around 
their  children.  They  feared  that  my  gayness 
was  contagious.  My  cousins  were  told  that  I 
was  “sick”  and  they  should  stay  away  from 
me.  It  hurt,  but  Mom  and  Percy  helped  me 
get  through  it.  Since  my  mother’s  death  in 
1982,  my  family  and  I  live  our  own  lives. 
Our  contacts  are  few  and  far  between. 

My  growth  as  a  black  gay  person  has  been 
gradual,  nurtured  by  both  straight  and  gay 
people  who  loved  me  for  who  I  am.  Today  I 
am  free  to  live  and  love  as  I  choose  because 
of  their  support. 

I  have  my  wings 
and  Now 
I  can  Fly. 

Excerpted  from  the  forthcoming  Revela¬ 
tions:  A  Collection  of  Gay  Male  Coming 
Out  Stories,  published  by  Alyson  Publica¬ 
tions,  Inc.,  1988,  Boston,  Mass.,  $7.95 
paper.  □ 
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By  Jewelle  Gomez 

My  grandmother,  Lydia,  and  my 
mother,  Dolores,  were  both  talking 
to  me  from  their  bathroom  stalls  in 
the  Times  Square  movie  theatre.  I  was 
washing  the  butter  from  my  hands  and 
didn’t  think  it  at  all  odd.  The  people  in  my 
family  are  always  talking;  conversation  is  a 
life  force  in  our  existence.  My  great¬ 
grandmother,  Grace,  would  narrate  her  life 
story  from  7  a.m.  until  we  went  to  bed  at 
night.  The  only  break  was  when  we  were 
reading  or  the  reverential  periods  when  we 
sat  looking  out  of  our  tenement  windows, 
observing  the  neighborhood,  which  we 
naturally  talked  about  later. 

So  it  was  not  odd  that  Lydia  and  Delores 
talked  non-stop  from  their  stalls,  oblivious 
to  everyone  except  us.  I  hadn’t  expected  it  to 
happen  there,  though.  I  hadn’t  really  ex¬ 
pected  an  “it”  to  happen  at  alL  To  be  a  les¬ 
bian  was  a  part  of  who  I  was,  like  being  left- 
handed  —  even  when  I’d  slept  with  men. 
When  my  great-grandmother  asked  me  in 
the  last  days  of  her  life  if  I  would  be  marry¬ 
ing  my  college  boyfriend  I  said  yes,  knowing 
I  would  not,  knowing  I  was  a  lesbian. 

It  seemed  a  fact  that  needed  no  expres¬ 
sion.  Even  my  first  encounter  with  the  word 
“bulldagger”  was  not  charged  with  emo¬ 
tional  conflict.  As  a  teen  in  the  1960s  my 
grandmother  told  a  story  about  a  particular 
building  in  our  Boston  neighborhood  that 
had  gone  to  seed.  She  described  the 
building’s  past  through  the  experience  of  a 
party  she’d  attended  there  thirty  years 
before.  The  best  part  of  the  evening  had 
been  a  woman  she’d  met  and  danced  with. 
Lydia  had  been  a  professional  dancer  and 
singer  on  the  black  theater  circuit;  to  dance 
with  women  was  who  she  was.  They’d  danc¬ 
ed,  then  the  woman  walked  her  home  and 
asked  her  out.  I  heard  the  delicacy  my 
grandmother  searched  for  even  in  her  retell¬ 
ing  of  how  she’d  explained  to  the  “bulldag¬ 
ger,”  as  she  called  her,  that  she  liked  her 


fine  but  she  was  more  interested  in  men.  I 
was  struck  with  how  careful  my  grand¬ 
mother  had  been  to  make  clear  to  that 
woman  (and  in  effect  to  me)  that  there  was 
no  offense  taken  in  her  attentions,  that  she 
just  didn’t  “go  that  way,”  as  they  used  to 
say.  I  was  so  happy  at  thirteen  to  have  a 
word  for  what  I  knew  myself  to  be.  The 
word  was  mysterious  and  curious,  as  if  from 


jewelle  Gomez 

a  new  language  that  used  some  other 
alphabet  which  left  nothing  to  cling  to  when 
touching  its  curves  and  crevices.  But  still  a 
word  existed  and  my  grandmother  was  not 
flinching  in  using  it.  In  fact  she’d  smiled  at 
the  good  heart  and  good  looks  of  the 
bulldagger  who’d  liked  her. 

Once  I  had  a  knowledge  of  a  word  and  a 
sense  of  its  importance  to  me,  I  didn’t  feel 
Continued  on  page  14 


One  Sunday 


By  Candyce  Rusk 

I  remember  the  warm  Sunday  afternoon 
distinctly.  I  don’t  clearly  remember  the 
year,  but  oh,  the  hot  afternoon!  Pam, 
the  fifteen-year-old  blonde  femme  fatale 
from  my  neighborhood  in  the  small 
midwestern  town  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Michigan  where  I  grew  up,  was  with  me  in 
my  parent’s  guest  room.  It  was  1965  and  I 
was  thirteen,  and  all  fire  and  tomboy,  hating 
hair  curlers  and  playing  “Kick  the  Can” 
with  the  boys. 

Pam  had  big  blue  eyes,  a  full  toothy  smile, 
and  wore  her  newly  developed  figure  with  a 
definite  pride.  “Kick  the  Can”  didn’t  in¬ 
terest  her,  even  though  she  was  a  fast  run¬ 
ner.  I  was,  frankly,  on  the  edge  of  a  strong 
attraction  to  her,  and  very  shy. 

Shades  and  curtains  drawn,  we  lay  on  the 
divan  amidst  popcorn  and  newspapers, 
waiting  for  the  world  premiere  of  The  Three 
Stooges  Go  to  the  Moon.  As  the  opening 
credits  rolled,  Pammy  turned  to  me,  flutter¬ 
ing  her  eyes.  She  placed  her  newly  polished 
pink  fingernails  on  my  thigh.  I  feigned  indif¬ 
ference,  though  excifed  by  this  unusual 
move.  My  mind  flipped  to  Annette  Funi- 
cello,  the  cutest  and  best-developed 
Mousketeer.  I  had  a  strange  feeling  about 
Annette  —  a  feeling  I  know  now  as  attrac¬ 


tion,  and,  well,  adolescent  lust.  But  here  was 
Pam,  her  fingers  running  down  my  leg, 
slowly. 

She  turns.  “If  you  had  to  be  a  Stooge, 
which  one  would  you  be?”  Her  voice  chim¬ 
ed  in  my  head. 

“Oh,  Moe,”  1  answered  quickly.  “He 
doesn’t  get  hit  as  much  and  he’s  the  big 
shot.” 

“Really  now,  Moe,  that  hair,”  she 
replied.  “At  least  yours  is  blonde.”  Her  arm 
smoothly  encircled  my  shoulder.  Moving 
slow  as  molasses,  her  fingers  moved  up  my 
neck. 

As  the  Stooges  raced  around  on  the 
screen,  my  young  heart  thudded  loudly  in 
my  chest.  I  closed  my  eyes  and  hoped  my 
brothers  and  sisters  wouldn’t  barge  in. 

“Where’s  the  newspaper?”  Pam  asked, 
suddenly  moving  away.  She  grabbed  the 
paper  off  the  floor,  her  madras  pants  pull¬ 
ing  tight  and  revealing  her  smooth  upper 
backside.  I  thought  briefly  of  temptation 
and  sin,  being  a  Catholic,  and  then  pushed  it 
from  my  mind. 

“See  this?”  Pam’s  long  finger  was  fixed 
on  a  movie  ad  from  a  James  Bond  film.  A 
semi-nude  model  was  reclining  seductively 

Continued  on  page  1 3 


Some  enchanted  evening. . . 

Fireplaced  rooms  with  period  decor 
Fireplaced  cottages  —  Full  breakfast 
Daily  or  weekly  rentals 
M.  Susan  Culligan,  Innkeeper 
176  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657  (617)  467-1616 


SUPPORT 
OUR  ADVERTISERS 

They  help  bring  you  the 
paper  each  week. 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  OCTOBER  2-8,  1988  □  PAGE  9 


Morgan  Gweneald 


Enlightened 
psychiatry 

Frank  talk  about  the  field’s  biases  on  male  homosexuality 


Male  Homosexuality:  A 
Contemporary  Psychoanalytic 
Perspective 

Richard  C.  Friedman,  M.D. 

Yale  University  Press,  New  Haven,  Conn., 
1988 

$35  cloth,  296pp. 

Reviewed  by  Donald  Stone 

he  appearance  of  this  book  must  be 
cause  for  celebration  by  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Following  on  the  heels  of 
Richard  Green’s  The  “Sissy  Boy 
Syndrome  ’  ’  and  the  Development  of  Homo¬ 
sexuality  (Yale,  1987)  it  signals  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  a  major  U.S.  university  press  to 
provide  the  public  with  the  latest  studies  on 
homosexuality  authored  by  leading 
members  of  the  medical  profession.  Yet  the 
Yale  books  accomplish  even  more.  They  of¬ 
fer  us  both  informed  and  objective  discus¬ 
sions  of  their  subject.  This  latter  quality 
proves  to  be  of  special  importance  in  the 
case  of  Friedman’s  work  which  focuses 
primarily  on  the  broad  topic  of  past  theories 
and  research  in  the  field  of  male  homosex¬ 
uality.  Although  clearly  a  member  of  the 
medical  establishment  (Friedman  teaches 
psychiatry  at  Columbia’s  College  of  Physi¬ 
cians  and  Surgeons,  has  a  private  practice  in 
New  York,  and  belongs  to  the  American 
Psychoanalytic  Association),  the  author 
does  not  hesitate  to  speak  frankly  of  the  ig¬ 
norance  and  prejudices  of  his  discipline. 
And  even  then,  as  we  shall  see,  Friedman’s 
objectivity  in  these  matters  constitutes  only 
one  facet  of  the  exciting  surprises  that  await 
his  reader. 

To  a  certain  degree,  Friedman’s  review 
does  little  to  inspire  confidence  in  his  field. 
It  is  not  news  that  therapists  continue  to  im¬ 
ply  they  can  effect  a  cure  for  homosexuality, 
even  though,  in  Friedman’s  words,  “no  ade¬ 


quate  data  to  date  suggest  that  change  is 
usually  possible.”  But  who  would  have 
thought  that  the  profession  still  has  no 
generally  accepted  definition  of  the  terms 
homosexuality,  sexual  orientation  or  bisex¬ 
uality,  no  accepted  convention  for 
documenting  sexual  history!  Moreover,  while  reflec¬ 
ting  that  “the  aspects  of  homophobia  that 
belong  in  the  clinical  domain  remain  to  be 
definitively  described,”  Friedman  comes 
very  close  to  suggestion  that  psychiatry’s 
choice  of  the  disorders  it  will  pursue  reflects 
the  general  attitude  in  society  toward 
homophobia  (condoned)  and  homosexuali¬ 
ty  (decried).  On  colleagues  who  often  refer 
to  a  patient  as  a  “very  sick  homosexual,”  he 
speaks  plainly,  deploring  both  the  phrase 
and  the  misleading  implication  that  the 
noun  homosexual  denotes  a  “unitary 
entity.”  Instead,  as  he  argues  throughout, 
consultants  must  take  “the  whole  person  in¬ 
to  account.”  Doctors  who  treat  bisexual  pa¬ 
tients  by  “rigidly  prescribing  a  desirable  sex¬ 
ual  orientation”  prove  to  be,  in  the  end, 
“rarely  helpful.” 

As  this  last  example  suggests,  Friedman’s 
overall  thrust  is  not  aimed  at  criticizing,  but 
rather  at  distinguishing  between  what  will 
best  serve  the  interests  of  the  patient  or  best 
inform  the  consultant  and  what  is  otherwise 
unknown,  unproved,  or  inimical  to  an  ob¬ 
jective  assessment  of  the  malady  being 
treated.  Thus  in  Part  One  Friedman  quickly 
identifies  among  myriad  discussions  of  male 
homosexuality  those  studies  which  alone 
over  time  have  stood  up  to  repeated  evalua¬ 
tion.  Avoidance  of  rough-and-tumble  play 
in  adolescents  “may  be  the  most  common 
childhood  trait  of  prehomosexual  boys,”  he 
writes,  hastening  to  add  that  such  behavior 
does  not  predict  later  adult  activity  which 
can  be  aggressive  and  assertive.  Similarly, 
despite  a  long-standing  equation  in  some 
minds  between  homosexuality  and  mental 
disorder,  Friedman  affirms  that  “the  only 
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correlation  between  psychopathology  and 
homosexuality  that  may  be  taken  as  an 
estalished  fact”  concerns  problems  related 
to  childhood  gender  identity.  On  the  other 
hand,  studies  of  family  situations,  especially 
of  the  familiar  dominant  mother/weak 
father  configuration  are  shown  to  have 
yielded  conflicting  results  or  results  that  do 
not  distinguish  convincingly  between  the 
childhood  experiences  of  gay  men  and 
straight  men.  Concludes  Friedman, 

The  weight  of  the  evidence  ...  seems ...  to 
implicate  a  pattern  of  family  interactions 
in  the  development  of  homosexual  men. 

But  a  big  leap  is  necessary  in  order  to  con¬ 
clude  that  homosexuality  is  likely  to  be 
caused  by  exposure  to  this  type  of  family. 

In  Parts  Two  and  Three  Friedman  con¬ 
tinues  to  discredit  the  proposition  that 
homosexuality  per  se  is  an  illness: 

Just  as  psychologically  healthy  homosex¬ 
ual  men  can  love  expressively  and  work  ef¬ 
fectively,  so  neurotic  homosexual  and 
heterosexual  men  experience  similar  types 
of  impairments  in  these  vital  capacities. 

Homosexuality  may  be  related  to  certain 
specific  forms  of  emotional  disturbance  but 
mental  health,  it  seems,  is  distinctly  not  a 
heterosexual  monopoly.  Part  Three  ex¬ 
amines  childhood  and  adolescence  about 
which  Friedman  stresses  over  and  over  the 
lack  of  “solid  information.”  Of  what  we  do 
possess,  however,  “there  is  no  evidence  that 
devastating  global  psychopathology 
regularly  occurs  among  homosexual 
adolescents.”  Moreover  (and  the  implica¬ 
tions  here  are  remarkable  regarding  the 
myth  that  gay  men  recruit  innocent  young 
males  in  order  to  perpetuate  their  numbers), 
in  a  study  conducted  by  Friedman  himself  of 
homosexual  subjects  who  recalled  their 
earliest  erotic  fantasies,  “In  no  case  did 
arousal  begin  with  contact,  either  sexual  or 
nonsexual,  with  a  known  homosexual.” 

Male  Homosexuality  would  be  an  im¬ 
pressive  book  if  it  contained  nothing  more 
that  this  intelligent  effort  to  define  for  the 
medical  profession  a  surer  foundation  on 
which  to  ground  its  work.  However,  the 
discussion  does  not  stop  here.  With  the  same 
clarity  of  focus,  Friedman  allows  himself  to 
formulate  thoughts  which,  I  dare  say,  gay 
men  never  expected  to  hear  from  a  member 
of  the  American  Psychoanalytic  Associa¬ 
tion.  This  is  how  he  arrives  at  the  proposi¬ 
tion  that  no  norm  exists  with  regard  to  sex¬ 


ual  orientation: 

One  only  has  to  think  of  the  enormous 
amount  of  time  preoedipal  children  spend 
with  women  and  the  universal  tendency 
for  identifications  to  occur  during  this 
phase  of  life  to  wonder  why  all  males  are 
not  bisexual.  Whereas  reason  may  suggest 
that  bisexuality  should  be  the  norm,  the 
facts  in  our  culture  suggest  that  there  real¬ 
ly  is  no  norm.” 

And  where  does  recognition  that  research 
continues  to  reinforce  the  importance  of  the 
oedipal  complex  lead  our  author?  Definitely 
not  back  to  the  position  that  homosexuality 
belongs  under  the  heading  of  “Sociopathic 
Personality  Disturbances.” 

The  question  remains,  however,  why 
neurotic  disorders  and  symptoms  of  all 
types  are  not  grouped  on  the  homosexual 
side  of  the  Kinsey  spectrum.  If  neurosis 
stems  from  unresolved  oedipal  conflict, 
then  it  should  be  epidemic  among 
homosexual  adults.  The  empirical 
evidence  indicates  that  this  is  not  the  case. 
How  can  we  account  for  this  inconsisten¬ 
cy?  A  number  of  possible  explanations 
arise,  but  one  seems  particularly  likely  to 
me:  namely,  that  homosexuality  is 
associated  with  some  psychological 
mechanism,  not  understood  or  even 
studied  to  date,  that  protects  the  in¬ 
dividual  from  diverse  psychiatric 
disorders. 

This  notion  actually  appears  earlier  in  the 
book  when  Friedman  discusses  adolescence 
and  homosexuality.  There,  however,  he  uses 
a  more  charged  language  which  deserves  to 
be  quoted  not  only  because  of  what  is  said 
but  also  as  a  singular  evidence  that  the 
understanding  required  to  minister  to  the  ill 
cannot  be  of  a  scientific  nature  alone.  Fried¬ 
man  begins  by  repeating  the  fact  that  gay 
adolescents  have  not  been  found  to  exhibit 
serious  mental  disturbances: 

This  is  in  itself  remarkable  in  light  of  the 
chronic,  prolonged  social  stress  they  so 
frequently  experience.  In  fact,  the 
virulence  and  chronicity  of  this  stress  puts 
[s/c]  homosexuality  in  a  unique  position  in 
the  human  behavioral  repertoire  ...  The 
adaptational  tasks  required  of  the 
homosexual  adolescent  appear  so  extraor¬ 
dinary  that  it  is  easy  to  see  why  some  clini¬ 
cians  assume  they  cannot  be  accomplished 
and  that  the  entire  character  structure 
must  be  devastated.  Psychopathology 
associated  with  homosexuality  during 
adolescence  has  been  understudied  to 
date.  Nevertheless,  the  fact  that  severe, 
persistent  morbidity  does  not  occur  more 

Continued  on  page  14 
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A  clear- eyed 
tale  of  living 
with  AIDS 

To  All  the  Girls  I’ve  Loved 
Before:  An  AIDS  Diary 

J.W.  Money 

Alyson  Publications,  Boston,  1987. 

$6.95  paper,  199pp. 

Reviewed  by  John  Kyper 

t  first  I  was  a  little  leery  of  this  book 
because  its  title  reminded  me  of  one 
of  Willie  Nelson’s  sappiest  songs. 
But  I  found  it  a  spirited  and  often  entertain¬ 
ing  work,  at  times  almost  profound,  with  lit¬ 
tle  of  the  cloying  sentimentality  or 
mushiness  I  anticipated. 

The  book  contains  over  50  pieces,  usually 
vignettes  rather  than  full-fledged  essays, 
most  no  more  than  a  few  pages  long.  J.W. 


Money  wrote  them  in  March,  1986,  while  on 
vacation  in  Palm  Springs,  California,  half  a 
year  before  he  died. 

He  was  determined  to  complete  the  book, 
despite  the  fact  that  “Lung  infections  and 
high  fevers  kept  me  in  bed  during  the  day. 
And,  at  night  —  so  that  I  wouldn’t  wake  my 
companions  —  I  was  on  the  bathroom  floor 
writing  furiously.” 

Oddly,  the  title  piece  is  one  of  the  least 
memorable  works.  A  recollection  of  his  past 
heterosexual  romancing  (undermining,  for 
me,  a  little  of  the  irony  implicit  in  the  book’s 
name),  it  drags  on  for  a  dozen  pages  without 
saying  very  much. 

By  contrast,  it  is  followed  by  “My  Life,” 
a  discussion  of  Money’s  coming  out,  which 
is  more  concise.  Having  been  burned  by  his 
first  few  boyfriends  in  his  early  attempts  at 
love,  he  describes  an  itinerary  common  to 
many  of  us: 

I  plunged  in  the  river  whose  rapids  no  one 
can  navigate:  The  Old  Promiscuity.  My 
psyche  felt  like  it  had  been  stung  by  a 
500-pound  bee.  1  was  stunned.  I  took 
LSD,  and  like  so  many  of  my  peers,  saw  all 
the  answers  in  an  afternoon. 

I  sold  my  things,  quit  a  good  job,  and 
with  two  thousand  dollars  I’d  saved,  flew 
to  San  Francisco,  where  I  knew  nothing 
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and  no  one. 

Money  comes  across  as  clear-eyed  about 
his  mistakes,  one  who  did  not  waste  his 
precious  energies  in  maudlin  self-pity.  For 
example,  speaking  of  the  endless  sit-ups, 
junk  food  and  poor  sleeping  habits  he  had 
subjected  himself  to  in  his  drive  to  have  the 
“perfect”  body,  he  states,  “If  1  had  known 
then  what  I  know  now,  I  might  not  have  had 
as  sculptural  a  body,  but  I’d  be  a  lot 
healthier.  And  who  knows,  maybe  I 
wouldn’t  have  done  the  damage  that  made 
me  more  susceptible  to  AIDS.” 

Sometimes  he  throws  us  some  wonderful 
zingers,  as  in  his  piece  “Remaking  the 
Monarch,”  about  a  porn  theater:  “[Ejvery- 
thing  about  the  Monarch  epitomizes 
guilt.  Let’s  get  rid  of  the  pornographic 


poster  and  put  in  its  place  a  free  lemonade 
stand  with  brightly  colored  umbrella....” 
His  advocacy  that  public  sexual  expression 
be  joyous  and  not  furtive  evokes  a  European 
sensibility  about  such  matters.  Once  while 
visiting  Madrid  I  couldn’t  resist  entering 
such  a  theater  —  located  in  a  neighborhood 
far  “nicer”  than  the  Combat  Zone  —  whose 
marquee  proudly  proclaimed  “ Culos 
perversos  buscando  sexos  gigantes ” 
(Perverse  assholes  seeking  big  dicks). 

Gems  like  “Monarch”  are  evident  of  a 
buoyant  irreverence  that  must  have  helped 
sustain  Money  in  his  last  months:  “I’m  not 
complaining.  If  God’s  punishing  me,  He’s 
certainly  allowed  me  to  have  a  lot  of 
pleasure....  Kiss  the  day  goodbye,  and  I 
won’t  regret  what  I  did  for  love.”  □ 


Breaking  up  with  Sister 
Wine 


Three  Glasses  of  Wine  Have 
Been  Removed  from  This 
Story 

Marian  Michener 

Silverleaf  Press,  Seattle  Wash.,  1988 
$7.95  paper,  145pp. 


Reviewed  by  Mara  Math 

Alcohol  is  literally  a  protagonist  in  this 
well-written  story:  as  a  chilly  green 
wraith,  Sister  Wine  haunts  the  nar¬ 
rator’s  dreams  and  aspirations  until  Olivia 
can  evict  her.  Deft  with  metaphor  and  keen¬ 
ly  alert  to  the  subtleties  of  human  relation¬ 
ships,  Michener,  who  has  been  clean  and 
sober  since  1981,  presents  the  alcoholic  ex¬ 
perience  with  warmth,  humor  and  con¬ 
siderable  skill.  Here  is  Olivia  waking  up  with 
a  hangover; 

Th^t  particular  Sunday,  for  example. 

I’d  been  dreaming  under  a  ton  of  lizards. 
And  when  I  popped  up  in  the  thin  air  of 
white  sheets,  it  looked  like  I  was  going  to 
have  to  evolve  all  over  again.  My  feet  were 
primordial  ooze.  If  I  could  blaze  a  path 
from  there  to  my  faithful  head,  I  could  in¬ 
vent  civilization  and  get  a  cup  of  coffee. 

But  I  was  stuck  in  the  jurassic  swamp 
somewhere  around  my  knees  and  I  didn’t 


think  I  was  ever  going  to  make  it  home. 

I  took  heart  when  I  recognized  the 
painting  on  the  wall,  a  woman  with  a  piece 
of  fruit  In  her  hand.  It  suggested  that  we 
were  up  past  Genesis,  a  couple  of  millenia 
further  along  than  I  had  thought  at  first. 

Olivia’s  journey  to  recovery  is  a  two- 
steps-forward-one-step-back  hike  through 
steep  terrain.  Leaving  a  deep  but  destructive 
relationship  with  her  lover  Brooke,  Olivia 
fails  in  her  first  serious  attempt  to  write. 
Although  sparked  by  a  chance  acquaintance 
to  examine  her  drinking,  she  is  unable  to 
quit,  and  drifts  back  together  with  Brooke 
for  a  final  bout  of  emotional  craziness.  She 
works  on  creating  a  new  life  for  herself  and 
finally,  bolstered  by  new  friendship,  mas¬ 
sage,  martial  arts  and  a  new  concentration 
on  her  writing,  Olivia  succeeds  in  breaking 
up  permanently  with  Sister  Wine. 

Given  Michener’s  perceptiveness  and 
skill,  I  wish  the  book  had  been  longer, 
fuller.  The  story  seems  to  have  been 
streamlined  for  the  sake  of  the  alcoholism 
plot:  coming  out  is  as  simple  as  recognizing 
desire;  Olivia’s  buddy  Kathleen  has  no 
issues  beyond  her  own  alcoholism;  chance 
acquaintance  and  potential  lover  Rachel  is 
annoyingly  perfect;  an  apartment  drops  into 
Continued  on  page  1 2 
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Dance  of  the  Warriors 

Kevin  Esser 
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Reviewed  by  Donald  Stone 

eaders  familiar  with  Kevin  Esser’s 
previous  novels  and  with  publications 
of  the  Acolyte  Press  will 
not  be  surprised  that  Dance  of  the  Warriors 
depicts  the  lives  of  very  young  men.  How¬ 
ever,  those  who  appreciated  Esser’s  last 
work  ( Mad  To  Be  Saved)  should  be  warned 
that  this  novel  proceeds  very  differently. 
Mad  To  Be  Saved  told  its  story  through  a 
careful  juxtaposition  of  past  and  present; 
this  novel  never  abandons  a  strictly  linear 
narration.  Mad  To  Be  Saved  involved  com¬ 
plex  feelings,  some  enunciated,  others  mere¬ 
ly  sketched  and  left  for  the  reader  to  ex¬ 
plore.  Dance  of  the  Warriors  remains 
throughout  resolutely  straightforward.  Its 
principal  characters  are  wholly  good  or 
wholly  evil.  Inner  reflections  are  always 
related. 

Set  in  the  21st  century,  at  a  time  when  the 
political  reality  of  the  U.S.  and  the  world  as 
we  know  it  have  long  disappeared,  Dance  of 
the  Warriors  functions  primarily  as  an 
adventure  tale  within  which  a  gay  readership 
is  allowed  to  indulge  its  fantasies.  The 
church  will  be  unmasked  as  hypocritical, 
preaching  hatred  of  homosexuality,  yet 
fostering  buggery  and  slave/master  relation¬ 
ships  with  total  blindness  to  the  inconsisten¬ 
cy  in  its  actions.  Gay  men  become  the  one 
revolutionary  element  in  the  society, 
creating  a  warrior  world  outside  the  boun¬ 
daries  of  the  central  government.  In  their 
world  repression  is  banished.  (As  one  war¬ 
rior  states,  “The  body  is  special  good. 
Showing  it  makes  everybody  happy,  hiding 
it  is  something  sad.”)  Homosexuality 
flourishes,  along  with  the  practice  by  certain 
gay  men  of  special  magical,  healing  powers. 

Of  these  facets,  all  revolving  around  the 
fate  of  a  13-year-old  blond  (Teddy),  Esser 


creates  a  fast-moving  tale.  Its  impact  is  im¬ 
mediate  and  rather  cathartic.  Our  rage 
against  the  enemy  will  find  an  agent  to  exact 
the  appropriate  vengeance;  our  hope  for  the 
success  of  those  we  admire  will  be  fulfilled. 
Occasionally  Esser  does  give  us  a  glimpse  of 
other  concerns.  I  think  in  particular  of  early 
scenes  between  Teddy  and  an  older  gay  man 
whose  feelings  for  Teddy  are  finely  express¬ 
ed.  Almost  everything  else,  however,  con¬ 
spires  to  make  this  first  and  foremost  just  a 
good  read.  □  . 

Sister  Wine 

Continued  from  page  1 1 

Olivia’s  lap  as  soon  as  she  needs  one  (in  San 
Francisco!);  and  most  importantly,  working 
in  a  hospital  ward  for  the  terminally  ill 
doesn’t  seem  to  faze  Olivia,  whether  drink¬ 
ing,  “cutting  down,”  or  sober,  until  one 
special  patient  dies. 

Although  the  story  has  its  thin  spots, 
Olivia’s  struggle  and  her  eventual  success  of¬ 
fer  a  warming  sense  of  hope.  At  the  novel’s 
close,  Olivia  is  enjoying  playing  her 
mother’s  flute,  despite  her  lack  of  musical 
skill: 

I  thought,  as  I  often  had  before,  what  a 
long  sight  better  instrument  it  was  than  I 
would  ever  be  a  musician. 

1  rembered  a  piece  of  Rachel’s  song, 
then  a  ballad  reminded  me  of  Judith,  then 
a  phrase  that  was  just  a  piece  of  music.  It 
was  only  warm  air  and  silver  after  all.  But 
that  night  it  seemed  to  me  that  life  was 
nothing  more  than  a  stream  of  breath  and 
whatever  you  can  make  of  that.  □ 

Envy 

Continued  from  page  7 

editor,  David  Rees.  It’s  about  two  teenaged 
boys  drafted  for  a  local  church’s  perfor¬ 
mance  of  Everyman  who  fall  in  love,  and 
while  nothing  out-of-the-way  happens,  Rees 
evokes  the  situation  so  skillfully  and  tender¬ 
ly  that  I  didn’t  want  it  to  end. 

Fortunately,  I  had  at  hand  Flux,  a  whole 
collection  of  stories  by  David  Rees.  The 
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opening  trio  of  related  stories,  “Perspec¬ 
tives,”  is  about  a  teenaged  boy’s  coming- 
out.  “Cousins”  gives  you  parallel  lives  of 
two  cousins,  a  gay  one  and  a  straight  one. 
“Watsonville”  is  about  the  peril  of  fiddling 
around  with  the  foundations  of  even  the 
longest  and  most  stable  relationships.  The 
title  novella  is  the  story  of  one  of  those 
mixed-singles  affairs,  in  which  two  men 
who’ve  seen  each  other  around  the  bars  for 
years  get  involved  with  each  other  for  all  the 
wrong  reasons.  And  there’s  more,  with 
characters  ranging  from  pubescent  to  mid¬ 
dle-aged,  travelling  from  Mendocino  to 
Moscow.  Again,  everything  here  is  pretty 
low-key,  but  Rees  is  able  to  bring  off  his 
slices  of  life  so  smoothly  that  he  makes  it 
look  easy.  1  could  wish  for  a  bit  more 
humor,  but  Rees  never  gets  too  earnest.  I’m 
not  sure  whether  Oranges  and  Lemons  is 
worth  three  pounds  ninety-five  pence,  but 
Flux  is  a  good  buy,  one  of  those  books  that 
reminds  me  by  its  good  example  not  only  of 
why  I  write,  but  why  1  read.  □ 

Bulldozer 
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Despite  the  virtual  war  waged  against 
them,  oldwomen  refuse  to  give  in.  Some 
camp  in  secret  hidey-holes,  nourishing  their 
illicit,  i.e.  old,  lives  as  best  they  can;  others 
join  the  secret  sisterhood  of  Senectity  and 
kill  their  would-be  murderers.  (Annoyed 
with  the  oldwomen  who  do  not 
acknowledge  the  necessity  of  taking  up  the 
knife,  oldwoman  Soren  complains,  “They 
keep  their  ideal  of  a  good  city  by  acting  like 
it’s  here  already.  Only  young  Ackademicks 
can  do  that,  because  they  don’t  really  live  in 
it.”) 

Other  women  follow  different  paths  of 
resistance:  some  nellies  starve  themselves  to 
avoid  the  carnal  eye  of  their  father- 
possessors;  Ithaca  passes  as  a  male,  insisting 
that  she  had  only  “a  choice  between  sir  and 
darling  and  picked  sir...”,  and  that  this 
choice  has  given  her  only  privilege,  not 
power;  oboe  Malachi  uses  her  mountainous 
body  to  block  the  trolleys  that  take  the  old 
to  be  “recycled”  in  medical  experiments  at 
the  Apres-Ski  Tower,  as  the  hospital  is  now 
known. 

These  various  strands  of  resistance  weave 
together  to  form  —  nothing  as  soft  as 
tapestry;  more  like  a  quirky  wire  sculpture. 


occasionally  disjointed  but  always  in¬ 
teresting  in  its  intersections  and  interstices. 
The  plot  resolution  is  a  disappointing  exam¬ 
ple  of  separatist  sci-fi  wishful  thinking  (an 
organic  substance  found  to  neutralize  the  Y 
chromosome),  but  on  balance,  given  the 
celebration  of  women’s  active  resistance,  it 
doesn’t  undercut  the  book’s  strength  or 
merit.  Bulldozer  Rising  will  be  a  feminist 
classic.  □ 

Lesbian  sleuth 

Continued  from  page  8 

she  is  describing  the  lesbian-separatist  com¬ 
munards  of  Women’s  Acres. 

Having  spent  three  years  in  Eugene, 
Oregon,  I  know  that  there  are  almost  no 
limits  to  Cosmic  Ditziness.  I  could  not 
believe,  however,  that  the  superseparatist 
Artemis  would  so  far  remove  herself  from 
the  “boys’  games”  of  armed  struggle  that 
she  would  not  look  up  from  her  Tarot 
reading  when  her  roommate  enters  with  a 
limp  female  body  draped  over  her  shoulder. 
(Diehard  politico  that  1  am,  I  also  balked  at 
the  notion  that  Helen  could  blithely  kiss 
$600,000  of  bad-guy  money  goodbye  with 
no  thought  for  the  battered  women’s 
shelters  those  dollars  could  fund  ...  even  if 
they  are  only  Canadian  dollars.) 

The  self-defined  feminists  in  Beyond 
Hope  hew  to  their  principles  at  the  expense 
of  common  sense;  conversely,  the  “radical 
terrorists”  Zaremba  creates  are  canny 
enough,  but  apparently  motivated  only  by 
money-  or  powerlust.  I  believe  it  is  Zarem- 
ba’s  intention  to  critique  terrorism  as  a 
boys’  game  run  ultimately  for  profit,  but  the 
omission  of  any  radical  idealism  and  the 
lack  of  distinction  between,  say,  a  South 
African  freedom  fighter  and  a  contra 
mercenary  gives  Beyond  Hope  something  of 
a  left-bashing  air.  Still,  although  some  of 
Zaremba’s  conclusions  are  arguable,  it’s  a 
pleasure  to  have  a  lesbian-feminist  sleuth 
operating  in  an  international  arena. 

These  issues  and  the  overly  abrupt  ending 
aside,  Beyond  Hope  is  highly  entertaining. 
The  plot  has  as  many  twists  and  turns  as  the 
road  Helen  follows  to  Nelson  and 
Dubkhour  country,  including  an  especially 
gratifying  kink  at  the  end.  I’m  not  beyond 
hoping  for  another  Heled  Keremos  mystery 
soon.  □ 
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Couples 
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liked  most  was  the  interweaving  of  the  stan¬ 
dard  issues  (legal,  financial,  etc.)  with  ones 
which  gay  men  (and  lesbians  too  in  most  in¬ 
stances)  do  not  typically  share  with  straight 
couples  —  rules  about  monogamy,  the 
special  dynamic  of  same-sex  couples,  AIDS, 
how/if  to  raise  children  and  so  on.  Since  the 
implication  in  the  book  is  longevity,  there 
are  several  chapters  that  deal  specifically 
with  issues  we  face  in  the  second  half  of  our 
lives  including  dealing  with  aging  parents, 
isolation  from  the  community,  and  retire¬ 
ment. 

In  each  section,  Marcus  includes  resource 
listings,  conventional  wisdom  from  profes¬ 
sionals  in  the  field,  his  own  observations  (in¬ 
cluding  rueful  admissions  of  where  his  ad¬ 
vice  and  his  own  experience  have  not  coin¬ 
cided),  and  my  favorite  —  snippets  of  the 
many  interviews  he  conducted  with  gay  male 
couples  throughout  the  U.S.  (It’s  always 
gratifying  to  hear  other  couples  go  through 
the  same  arguments  I  get  into  about  saving 
money  and  the  “right”  way  to  do  laundry.) 
Rather  than  mandate  one  way  to  solve  prob¬ 
lems,  Marcus  stresses  agreed-upon  rules, 
communication  and  compromise. 

My  criticism  of  the  book  concerns  more 
what  was  not  in  it  than  what  was  written. 
This  is  always  a  dangerous  line  to  walk  since 
you  end  up  reviewing  the  book  you  would 
have  written,  rather  than  the  text  in  front  of 
you.  Nonetheless,  I  was  disappointed  with 
the  seeming  homogeneity  of  the  gay  couples 
who  were  interviewed.  In  his  introduction 
Marcus  writes  he  relied  on  his  own  circle  of 
friends  to  come  up  with  people  to  interview. 
“Where  I  had  specific  need  for  couples  with 
children,  new  couples,  mixed-race  or  mixed- 
religion  couples,  couples  with  drug  or  alco¬ 
hol  problems,  etc.”  he  writes,  “I  sent  out  a 
specific  call  for  that  type  of  couple  or  con¬ 
tacted  an  appropriate  gay  organization.” 
Once  again,  then,  we  get  white,  well 
educated  New  Yorkers  as  the  defined  norm, 
leaving  working  class  couples  and/or  people 
of  color  on  the  periphery  if  they’re  included 
at  all. 

To  his  credit  Marcus  explicitly  states  he  is 
not  presenting  these  couples  as  representa¬ 
tive,  but  I  still  wonder  what  kind  of  guide  he 
would  have  written  had,  say,  a  quarter  of  his 


interviewees  been  Latino.  I  got  a  hint  of 
what  that  different  book  might  look  like  in 
his  very  last  section,  extended  interviews  en¬ 
titled  “Two  Couples.”  The  first  couple  are 
your  standard  boring  yuppies.  The  second 
couple,  however,  identified  as  Dale  and 
Mark,  present  an  image  we  normally  don’t 
read  about:  They  live  on  a  farm  in  rural  Ten¬ 
nessee  near  Dale’s  family.  They  met  through 
a  common  sex  partner,  like  Dale,  a  truck 
driver.  They  are  raising  Dale’s  teenage  son. 
These  are  thoughtful,  caring  men  who  have 
managed  to  thrive  despite  the  pressures  of 
alcoholism,  the  Vietnam  war  and  a  teenage 
marriage.  I’d  like  to  read  more  about  their 
lives  and  their  advice. 

On  the  title  page  are  the  optimistic  words 
“First  edition,”  suggesting  that  The  Male 
Couple's  Guide  will  emerge  periodically  in 
updated  form.  If  Marcus  can  continue  to 
travel  outside  of  New  York  (or  at  least 
beyond  the  Upper  West  Side  and  the  West 
Village)  and  meet  a  more  diverse  range  of 
couples,  the  material  he  assembles  will 
benefit  all  of  us.  □ 


Rusk 
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on  a  couch,  her  head  close  to  the  floor,  her 
breasts  on  the  edge,  pointing  majestically 
upward. 

“Yes,  I  see  it,”  I  said  gruffly.  “What 
about  it?” 

“She’s  beautiful,  don’t  you  think?” 
questioned  Pam. 

“Sure,”  I  answered,  struggling  to  remain 
cool.  What  was  she  getting  at  anyway?  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nuns  at  school,  anybody  who 
saw  a  James  Bond  film  was  a  “pagan.”  Pam 
was  a  Lutheran  and  obviously  going  to  Hell, 
unless  I  could  convert  her  to  the  Catholic 
Church.  Given  the  way  things  were  pro¬ 
gressing,  that  seemed  highly  unlikely. 

“Let’s  play  ‘James  Bond’.”  She  face  me 
fully,  her  chest  heaving  with  excitement. 
“You  ...  you  be  James  Bond,  and  I’ll  be  her 
—  the  girlfriend.”  She  reached  gently  for 
my  glasses  and  slid  them  under  the  divan. 
The  world  went  soft  around  the  edges. 
Squinting,  I  watched  as  Pam’s  arms  crossed 
in  front  of  her.  She  pulled  off  her  sweater. 
Such  a  ribcage!  And  her  bra!  All  lace.  I’d 


only  seen  bras  like  that  on  the  mannequins 
at  Penny’s  Department  Store  downtown. 
Certainly  I  didn’t  own  one.  I  was  glad  she 
was  playing  the  part  of  the  girlfriend  —  she 
was  so  well  equipped  for  the  part. 

“Now,”  she  got  up  and  opened  a  closet 
door,  “a  gown,  or  a  robe.”  Pam  pulled  out 
a  gaudy  black  negligee  someone  had  given 
my  mother  as  a  joke.  She  put  it  on.  The  top 
half  of  Pam  was  all  woman.  The  bottom  had 
pants  which  stuck  out  merrier  than  twin 
plaid  Christmas  trees.  Still,  I  was  duly  im¬ 
pressed. 

“All  right,”  she  moved,  standing  directly 
in  front  of  me.  “You  go  into  the  closet  and 
act  like  you  just  came  back  from  a  spy  mis¬ 
sion.”  Getting  up,  I  gave  her  a  wide-eyed 
look,  fully  aware  that  this  was  far  more 
serious  than  our  usual  pretend  games. 

Once  inside,  I  heard  the  muffles  from  the 
Three  Stooges  soundtrack.  Pam  was  posi¬ 
tioning  herself  with  great  pains  on  the 
couch,  judging  from  the  sound  of  things.  I 
felt  silly  and  flushed  in  the  dark  closet.  A 
strong  pulsing  of  blood  wound  its  way 
through  my  body.  Would  Pam  want  me  to 
kiss  her?  I  didn’t  have  any  practice,  except 
when  I  kissed  my  own  wrist. 

Finally,  she  called  me  out,  “All  right 
James  ...  Mr.  Bond  ...  come  in  please.”  I 
filled  my  chest  with  air,  simulating  a  burly 
strength.  I  wouldn’t  find  out  till  years  later 
that  Bond  was  suave  and  slim. 

I  strode  out  of  the  closet,  surprised  and 
deeply  delighted  at  Pam’s  invitation.  Her 
gown  was  open,  her  breasts  pointing  ma¬ 
jestically  upward.  I  froze,  unsure. 

“On  top  of  me,”  Pam  breathed,  air  stuck 
in  her  throat.  I  lay  on  top  of  her  ...  just  like 
that.  Pam’s  upside-down  face  was  turning 
red.  “Come  on  dummy.”  I  responded  to 
that  request.  I  lay  down  on  her,  feeling  her 
warm  curves  and  bones.  My  face  was  in  line 
with  her  breasts.  Pam  sighed.  I  thought  I 
was  squishing  her. 

“Now  kiss  them.”  Plural.  That  meant 
two.  That  meant  her  breasts.  Oh  my  God.  I 
bent  down,  my  lips  nuzzling  along  the  edges 
of  her  lace  bra.  I  was  aware  of  their  soft 
sponginess.  “Now  pull  it  down,”  Pam  urg¬ 
ed.  I  tugged  gently  and  her  breasts  jiggled, 
waiting  to  be  free.  Sympathetically,  Pam 
pulled  her  bra  up.  I  stared  at  her  nipples, 
such  a  light  soft  pink.  I  felt  them  looking  at 
me.  “Kiss  them.”  I  kissed.  So  soft.  So 
warm.  So  Pam.  “Now  circle  them  with  your 


finger.”  Slowly  I  outlined  her  breasts,  shud¬ 
dering,  truly  amazed  at  the  sensuality  of  this 
game.  My  own  breasts  were  tingling,  as  was 
the  lower  half  of  my  body.  I  wanted  her 
hand  there,  touching  me.  Pam  moaned  and 
we  melted  into  each  other. 

“Hey,  open  up  you  guys!”  my  little 
brother  suddenly  shouted,  and  I  guiltily  slid 
off  of  Pam  sideways.  She  fell  to  the  floor, 
her  bare  half  disappearing  from  me.  “I  wan¬ 
na  watch  the  movie,  you  TV  boys!”  My  sibl¬ 
ing  screamed  from  the  far  side  of  the  world. 
Pam,  flushed  and  insulted,  hissed  at  me, 
“James  Bond  doesn’t  have  any  brothers!” 
She  quickly  adjusted  her  bra,  and  removed 
herself  from  my  mother’s  nightgown.  As  she 
grabbed  for  her  sweater,  my  heart  sank.  I 
realized  I  had  crossed  some  border  and  was 
forever  changed.  I’d  had  a  confusing  but 
sweet  glimpse  of  sensuality,  the  gentle  give 
and  take  of  desire. 

Later  that  night,  the  sultry  day  became 
evening  and  the  sun  turned  a  deep  red.  Pam 
and  I  rode  our  bikes  to  the  Dairy  Queen  on 
Main  Street.  I  insisted  on  buying  her  a 
cherry-coated  vanilla  cone,  perhaps  because 
it  reminded  me  of  her  soft,  soft  breasts. 

I  didn’t  know  that  Pam  would  turn  quick¬ 
ly  to  boys  after  our  encounter,  excitedly 
relaying  to  me  stories  of  her  sexual  progres¬ 
sions.  I  stayed  spinning  in  a  state  of  desire 
for  her,  ready  and  waiting  for  another  cue 
that  never  came. 

Years  later,  when  both  of  us  were  in  col¬ 
lege,  I  visited  Pam  at  her  apartment  for  the 
weekend.  Lying  on  the  same  double  mat¬ 
tress  on  the  floor,  she  turned  to  me.  “Ever 
make  it  with  another  girl?”  she  asked  off¬ 
handedly.  It  dawned  on  me  that  the  rite  of 
passage  we  had  shared  was  buried 
somewhere  in  her  subconscious.  “I’ve  fool¬ 
ed  around  a  bit,”  I  sighed,  “but  I  guess  it 
wasn’t  serious.”  We  turned  from  each  other 
then,  our  sharing  forever  sealed.  Listening 
to  a  Buffalo  Springfield  album,  my  mind 
wandered  back  to  the  old  neighborhood. 
Hard  rocket  baseballs,  “Kick  the  Can,”  the 
Three  Stooges,  the  Beatles.  How  many  can 
associate  an  erotic  memory  with  the  Three 
Stooges?  I  can  —  that  warm  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  with  Pam. 

Excerpted  from  the  forthcoming  Testimo¬ 
nies:  A  Collection  of  Lesbian  Coming  Out 
Stories,  published  by  Alyson  Publications, 
Inc.,  1988,  Boston,  Mass.,  $7.95  paper.  □ 
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Psychiatry 

Continued  from  page  10 

frequently  is  compatible  with  the 
hypothesis  that  factors  associated  with  the 
etiology  of  homosexuality  may  also  be 
associated  (at  least  in  some  subgroups) 
with  increased  capactity  for  coping  with 
adversity. 

Friedman’s  final  chapter  is  highly  specu¬ 
lative  and  not  of  easy  access  to  the  lay 
reader.  Its  content,  like  this  linking  of 
homosexuality  with  the  capacity  for  coping, 
may  over  time  have  to  join  the  various 
theories  Friedman  catalogues  among  unsub¬ 
stantiated  or  abandoned  notions  of  the  past. 
However,  whether  he  carries  the  day  or  not, 
the  reflections  he  has  formulated  in  this 
book  to  aid  the  psychiatric  profession  fulfill 
its  promise  remind  us  that  if  the  struggle  is 
far  from  over,  it  is  also  far  from  lost.  □ 

Gomez 

Continued  from  page  9 

the  need  to  explain,  confess,  or  define  my 
identity  as  a  lesbian.  The  process  of  reclaim¬ 
ing  my  ethnic  identity  in  this  country  was 
already  all-consuming.  Later,  of  course,  in 
moments  of  glorious  self-righteousness,  I 
did  make  declarations.  But  they  were  not 
usually  ones  I  had  to  make.  Mostly  they 
were  a  testing  of  the  waters.  A  preparation 
for  the  rest  of  the  world  which,  unlike  my 
grandmother,  might  not  have  a  grounding 
in  what  true  love  is  about.  My  first  lover,  the 
woman  who’d  been  in  my  bed,  once  a  week 
most  of  our  high  school  years,  finally  mar¬ 
ried.  I  told  her  with  my  poems  that  I  was  a 
lesbian.  She  was  not  afraid  to  ask  if  what 
she’d  read  was  about  her,  about  my  love  for 
her,  a  love  I’d  always  regret  relinquishing  to 
her  reflexive  obeisance  to  tradition.  She  did 
not  flinch  either.  We  still  get  drunk  together 
when  I  go  home  to  Boston. 

During  the  1970s  I  focused  less  on  career 
than  on  how  to  eat  and  be  creative  at  the 
same  time.  Graduate  school  and  a  string  of 
non-traditional  jobs  (stage  manager,  mid¬ 
town  messenger,  etc.)  left  me  so  busy  I  had 
no  time  to  think  about  my  identity.  It  was  a 
long  time  before  I  made  the  connection  bet¬ 
ween  my  desire,  my  isolation,  and  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  I  had  with  my  writing.  I  thought  of 
myself  as  a  lesbian  between  girlfriends  —  ex¬ 
cept  the  between  had  lasted  five  years.  After 
some  anxiety  and  frustration  I  deliberately 
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set  about  meeting  women.  Actually,  I  knew 
many  women,  including  my  closest  friend  at 
the  time,  another  black  woman  also  in  the 
theatre.  She  became  uncharacteristically  ob¬ 
tuse  when  I  tried  to  open  up  and  explain  my 
frustration  at  going  to  the  many  parties  we 
attended  and  being  too  afraid  to  approach 
women  I  was  attracted  to,  certain  I  would  be 
rejected  either  because  the  women  were 
straight  and  horrified  or  gay  and  terrified  of 
being  exposed.  For  my  friend,  theoretical 
homosexuality  was  acceptable,  even  trendy. 
Any  uncomfortable  experience  was-  irrele¬ 
vant  to  her.  She  was  impatient  and  unsym¬ 
pathetic.  I  drifted  away  from  her  in  pursuit 
of  the  women’s  community,  a  phrase  that 
was  not  in  my  vocabulary  yet,  but  I  knew  it 
was  something  more  than  just  “women.”  I 
fell  into  that  community  by  connecting  with 
other  women  writers,  and  that  helped  me  to 
focus  on  my  writing  and  my  social  life  as  a 
lesbian. 

Still,  none  of  my  experiences  demanded 
that  I  bare  my  soul.  I  remained  honest  but 
not  explicit.  Expediency,  diplomacy,  discre¬ 
tion,  are  all  words  that  come  to  mind  now. 
At  that  time  I  knew  no  political  framework 
through  which  to  filter  my  experience.  I  was 
more  preoccupied  with  the  Attica  riots  than 
with  Stonewall.  The  media  helped  to  focus 
our  attentions  within  a  proscribed  spectrum 
and  obscure  connections  between  the  issues. 
I  worried  about  who  would  shelter  Angela 
Davis,  but  the  concept  of  sexual  politics  was 
remote  and  theoretical. 

I’m  not  certain  exactly  when  and  where 
the  theory  and  reality  converged. 

Being  a  black  woman  and  a  lesbian  unex¬ 
pectedly  blended  like  that  famous  scene  in 
Ingmar  Bergman’s  film  Persona.  The  dif¬ 
ferent  faces  came  together  as  one  and  my 
desire  became  part  of  my  heritage,  my  skin, 
my  perspective,  my  politics,  and  my  future. 
And  I  felt  sure  that  it  had  been  my  past  that 
had  helped  make  the  future  possible.  The 
women  in  my  family  had  acted  as  if  their 
lives  were  meaningful.  Their  lives  were  art. 
To  be  a  lesbian  among  them  was  to  be  an  ar¬ 
tist.  Perhaps  the  convergence  came  when  I 
saw  the  faces  of  my  great-grandmother, 
grandmother,  and  mother  in  those  of  the 
community  of  women  I  finally  connected 
with.  There  was  the  same  adventurous  glint 
in  their  eyes;  the  same  determined  step;  the 
penchant  for  breaking  into  song  and  not 
waiting  for  anyone  to  take  care  of  them. 
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I  need  not  to  pretend  to  be  other  than  who 
I  was  with  any  of  these  women.  But  did  I 
need  to  declare  it?  During  the  holidays  when 
I  brought  home  best  friends  or  lovers  my 
family  always  welcomed  us  warmly,  clasp¬ 
ing  us  to  their  magnificent  bosoms.  Yet 
there  was  always  an  element  of  silence  in  our 
neighborhood,  and  surprisingly  enough  in 
our  family,  that  was  disturbing  to  me. 
Among  the  regulars  in  my  father,  Duke’s, 
bar  was  Maurice.  He  was  eccentric,  flam¬ 
boyant,  and  still  ordinary.  He  was  accorded 
the  same  respect  by  neighborhood  children 
as  every  other  adult.  His  indiscretions  took 
their  place  among  the  cyclical,  Saturday 
night,  man/woman  scandals  of  our  neigh¬ 
borhood.  I  regret  never  having  asked  my 
father  how  Maurice  and  he  had  become 
friends. 

Soon  I  felt  the  discomforting  silence 
pressing  against  my  life  more  persistently. 
During  visits  home  to  Boston  it  no  longer 
sufficed  that  Lydia  and  Dolores  were  loving 
and  kind  to  the  “friend”  I  brought  home. 
Maybe  it  was  just  my  getting  older.  Living  in 
New  York  City  at  the  age  of  thirty  in  1980, 
there  was  little  I  kept  deliberately  hidden 
from  anyone.  The  genteel  silence  that 
hovered  around  me  when  I  entered  our 
home  was  palpable  but  I  was  unsure  whether 
it  was  already  there  when  I  arrived  or  if  I  car¬ 
ried  it  home  within  myself.  It  cut  me  off 
from  what  I  knew  was  a  kind  of  fulfillment 
available  only  from  my  family.  The  lifeline 
from  Grace,  to  Lydia,  to  Dolores,  to  Jewelle 
was  a  strong  one.  We  were  bound  by  so 
many  things,  not  the  least  of  which  was 
looking  so  much  alike.  I  was  not  willing  to 
be  orphaned  by  silence. 

If  the  idea  of  cathedral  weddings  and  sta¬ 
tion  wagons  held  no  appeal  for  me,  the  con¬ 
cept  of  an  extended  family  was  certainly  im¬ 
portant.  But  my  efforts  were  stunted  by  our 
inability  to  talk  about  the  life  I  was  creating 
for  myself,  for  all  of  us.  It  felt  all  the  more 
foolish  because  I  thought  I  knew  how  my 
family  would  react.  I  was  confident  they 
would  respond  with  their  customary  aplomb 
just  as  they  had  when  I’d  first  had  my  hair 
cut  as  an  Afro  (which  they  hated)  or  when  I 
brought  home  friends  who  were  vegetarians 
(which  they  found  curious).  While  we  had 
disagreed  over  some  issues,  like  the  fight  my 
mother  and  I  had  over  Vietnam  when  I  was 
nineteen,  always  when  the  deal  went  down 
we  sided  with  each  other.  Somewhere  deep 
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inside  I  think  I  believed  that  neither  my 
grandmother  nor  my  mother  would  ever 
censure  my  choices.  Neither  had  actually 
raised  me;  my  great-grandmother  had  done 
that,  and  she  had  been  a  steely  barricade 
against  any  encroachment  on  our  personal 
freedoms  and  she’d  never  disapproved  out 
loud  of  anything  I’d  done. 

But  it  was  not  enough  to  have  an 
unabashed  admiration  for  these  women.  It 
is  one  thing  to  have  pride  in  how  they  so 
graciously  survived  in  spite  of  the  odds 
against  them.  It  was  something  else  to  be 
standing  in  a  Times  Square  movie  theater 
faced  with  the  chance  to  say  “it”  out  loud 
and  risk  the  loss  of  the  brilliant  and 
benevolent  smiles. 

My  mother  had  started  reading  the  graf- 
fitti  written  on  the  wall  of  the  bathroom 
stall.  We  hooted  at  each  of  her  dynamic 
renderings.  Then  she  said  (not  breaking  her 
rhythm  since  we  all  know  timing  is  every¬ 
thing),  “Here’s  one  I  haven’t  seen  before  — 
‘DYKES  UNITE’.”  There  was  that  pro¬ 
found  silence  again,  as  if  the  frames  of  my 
life  had  ground  to  a  halt.  We  were  in  a 
freeze-frame  and  options  played  themselves 
out  in  my  head  in  rapid  succession:  Say 
nothing?  Say  something?  Say  what? 

I  laughed  and  said,  “Yeah,  but  have  you 
seen  the  rubber  stamp  on  my  desk  at 
home?” 

“No,”  said  my  mother  with  a  slight  bit  of 
puzzlement.  “What  does  it  say?” 

“I  saw  it,”  my  grandmother  called  out 
from  her  stall.  “It  says:  ‘Lesbian  Money!’  ” 

“What?” 

“Lesbian  Money,"  Lydia  repeated. 

“I  just  stamp  it  on  my  big  bills,”  I  said 
tentatively,  and  we  all  screamed  with 
laughter.  The  other  women  at  the  sinks  tried 
to  pretend  we  didn’t  exist. 

Since  then  there  has  been  little  discussion. 
There  have  been  some  moments  of 
awkwardness,  usually  in  social  situations 
where  they  feel  uncertain.  Although  we  have 
not  explored  the  “it,”  the  shift  in  our  rela¬ 
tionship  is  clear.  When  I  go  home  it  is  with 
my  lover  and  she  is  received  as  such.  I  was 
lucky.  My  family  was  as  relieved  as  I  to 
finally  know  who  I  was. 

Excerpted  from  the  forthcoming  Testimo¬ 
nies:  A  Collection  of  Lesbian  Coming  Out 
Stories,  published  by  Alyson  Publications, 
Inc.,  1988,  Boston,  Mass.,  $7.95  paper.  □ 
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Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

Assessing  individual  risk  for  AIDS  and 

other  illnesses  is  the  first  step  towards  using 
safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines.  Only  you 
and  your  partner(s)  can  decide  how  much  risk 
is  acceptable  —  take  stock  of  your  sexual  and 
drug  use  histories. 

Be  aware  that  the  highest  concentrations  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS) 
are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  The  most 
common  routes  of  HIV  transmission  are 
through  sharing  needles  and  unprotected  anal 
or  vaginal  intercourse. 

GCN's  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  want  to  confront  the 
prevailing  ‘‘no  sex  is  best"  attitude  and 
present  an  approach  that  is  as  sex-positive  as 
possible. 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  communities 
Safer  sex  can  include:  massage,  hugging, 
kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex,  masturbation 
(solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using  your  own 
vibrators,  dildos  or  other  sex  toys  and  s/m, 
butch/fem  role-playing,  fantasy  scenes, 
bondage  and  other  activities  that  do  not 
involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner's  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn 
from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to  enter 
your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in  your 
skin. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises  and 
for  covering  dildos  and  other  sex  toys.  Use 
water-based  lubricants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
between  the  genital  area  and  mouth  when 
licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Be 
especially  careful  to  avoid  the  exchange  of 
menstrual  blood.  Using  nonoxynol-9  or  other 
spermicides  with  condoms  and  latex  barriers 
may  add  extra  protection. 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (anal  or  vaginal 


penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use  latex 
gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 

Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS  with 
potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as  mono 
and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  —  use  a  latex 
barrier.  Risk  may  also  be  associated  with 
watersports  (urine)  or  feces  in  the  mouth, 
rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share  dildos, 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  condoms  or 
clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide. 

Your  body’s  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses  (such 
as  Kaposi’s  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia),  may  be  benefitted  by  general 
good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest, 
exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol,  poppers 
and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
below. 

Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons 
each  time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows;  dip  needle  and  works 
into  100  percent  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
can  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 
Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline  I  (800)  342  7SI4 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  (617)  536-7733 
Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual).  Boston  (617)  262  7248 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce. 
Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  York  (212) 
807-66SS 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC).  Washington. 
D  C  :  (202)  S44  1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network.  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 
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New  York  rages 
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tivity  to  the  needs  of  the  gay  community  and 
inaction  on  gay  and  lesbian  bias-related  at¬ 
tacks.  Charles  Stimpson,  a  gay  man  who  at¬ 
tended  the  rally,  told  GC/Vhe  thought  there 
was  persistent  homophobia  and  racism  in 
the  ranks  of  the  police.  “Six  weeks  of  sen¬ 
sitivity  training  can’t  undo  a  life  of  bigoted 
feelings,”  he  said.  Neil  Broome,  another 
rally  facilitator,  said  later,  “When  the  cops 
come  to  our  demonstrations  and  call  us  fag¬ 
gots,  then  their  sensitivity  training  is  ob¬ 
viously  not  working.” 

No  police  officers  questioned  would  offer 
any  comments,  but  the  two  police  comman¬ 
ders  present  at  the  demonstration  both  ex¬ 
pressed  disappointment  with  the  tone  of  the 
rally.  “There’s  a  possibility  that  there  is 
bigotry  in  some  officers  in  this  city,”  said 
Commander  Julia  Thompson  of  the  6th 
Precinct,  “but  I  feel  bad  that  this  group 
feels  this  way  about  the  6th.  I  think  that  the 
gay  community  in  general  supports  this  pre¬ 
cinct.”  Commander  Elson  Gelfand  of  the  9th 
Precinct  in  the  East  Village,  and  formerly  of 
the  6th  Precinct,  said  he  felt  that  both  were 
attuned  to  the  needs  of  gay  men  and  lesbians 
through  direct  work  with  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty. 

The  marchers  generally  received  support 
from  spectators,  even  those  they  had  tied  up 
in  traffic.  “I  support  them  because  I’ve  been 
discriminated  against  all  my  life  because  of 
race  and  because  of  sex,”  said  Lynette 
Styles,  a  Black  woman  whose  car  was  stop¬ 
ped  for  a  short  time  on  West  Street.  The  trek 
ended  at  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community 
Center  on  West  13th  Street,  nearly  three 
hours  after  it  had  begun.  Many  participants 
then  attended  the  weekly  general  meeting  of 
ACT  UP,  the  AIDS  Coalition  To  Unleash 
Power,  an  AIDS  activist  organization. 

The  arrests  came  later  in  the  evening, 
after  the  ACT  UP  meeting,  at  which 
Michael  Petrelis  asked  for  ACT  UP  mem¬ 
bers’  support  in  continuing  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  into  the  night.  The  6th  Precinct,  which 
had  sent  its  community  relations  officer  to 
the  ACT  UP  meeting  to  learn  if  there  was  to 
be  another  demonstration,  allowed  about  75 
demonstrators  to  march  down  7th  Avenue 
South,  blocking  traffic.  Continuously 
chanting  and  blowing  whistles,  the  crowd 
resumed  the  cat  and  mouse  game,  at  times 
reversing  its  direction  and  turning  down 
small,  usually  quiet  Village  streets  to  avoid 
being  blockaded  by  lines  of  police  officers. 

After  the  marchers  managed  to  cross  6th 


Avenue,  two  demonstrators,  Michael  Pet¬ 
relis  and  Jeffrey  Gates,  were  arrested.  Ob¬ 
servers  at  the  rally  said  they  did  not  know 
why  those  two  had  been  singled  out.  Petrelis 
was  pushed  to  the  ground  and  handcuffed 
behind  his  back  by  several  officers.  Another 
officer  pushed  his  head  down  into  the  pave¬ 
ment.  Gates  was  grabbed  by  four  or  five  po¬ 
lice  officers,  and  arrested  in  a  similarly 
forceful  manner,  amid  cries  of  “No  vio¬ 
lence”  from  the  crowd.  The  two  were  taken 
to  the  6th  Precinct  headquarters,  where 
demonstrators  began  an  angry  vigil  outside. 
Petrelis  was  charged  with  disorderly  con¬ 
duct,  a  misdemeanor,  and  released  about  an 
hour  after  his  arrest.  The  crowd  remained 
outside  the  precinct  headquarters,  chanting 
and  lobbing  accusations  at  the  officers  lined 
up  outside  its  entrance.  “Is  this  community 
relations,  beating  people  up?”  shouted  one 
demonstrator  at  Officer  Louis  Santoro,  the 
community  relations  officer  who  had  at¬ 
tended  the  ACT  UP  meeting  earlier. 

Joan  Gibbs,  a  lawyer  with  the  Center  for 
Constitutional  Rights,  and  Bill  Dobbs,  an 
ACT  UP  member  who  is  also  an  attorney, 
told  the  group  that  Gates  had  been  charged 
with  two  additional  misdemeanors,  as  well 
as  a  second  degree  assault,  which  is  a  felony. 
The  assault  charge  was  brought  against 
Cates  by  one  of  the  arresting  officers;  Gates 
has  denied  the  charges. 

The  crowd  dispersed  at  about  two  a.m., 
after  the  lawyers  announced  that  Gates  had 
been  taken  to  central  booking  to  await  ar¬ 
raignment.  He  remained  in  custody  until 
Wednesday  morning,  when  he  was  arraign¬ 
ed  and  released  without  bail  after  pleading 
not  guilty  to  the  charges.  After  the  hearing, 
Gates,  who  appeared  tired  and  shaky,  said 
he  had  been  treated  more  or  less  fairly  while 
in  custody,  although  he  said  one  officer  at 
the  6th  Precinct  had  stuck  his  head  into  his 
cell  and  shouted  “You  mother-fucking  fag¬ 
got,  we’re  going  to  send  you  to  the  tombs 
and  pay  some  nigger  to  ram  his  cock  up  your 
ass,  split  you  wide  open  and  bleed  you  dry, 
if  you  don’t  die  from  AIDS  first.” 

Dobbs  also  complained  of  rampant 
homophobia  throughout  the  police  and 
court  system,  noting  that  the  cell  in  which 
Gates  had  been  held  is  regularly  referred  to 
as  the  “Homo  Tank”  by  court  employees. 
Dobbs  said  that  he  had  formally  charged 
that  Gates’  arrest  and  subsequent  treatment 
was  permeated  with  bias-related  brutality. 
The  case  has  been  adjourned,  pending  a 
routine  grand  jury  investigation.  □ 
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tie  over  gay  rights  with  Whealon  and  other 
church  leaders,  who  wield  a  great  deal  of 
power  in  Connecticut.  Many  credit  the  close 
defeat  of  the  gay  rights  bill  in  1987  to  the 
Catholic  Church’s  highly  organized  opposi¬ 
tion  lobbying.  Gay  activists  say  this  year 
when  the  bill  is  again  brought  up  they  will 
use  the  Archbishop’s  words  about  “discrim¬ 
ination”  in  defense  of  the  measure.  Betty 
Gallo,  the  Coalition’s  lobbyist,  said  that  in 
the  wake  of  Reihl’s  murder,  “it  will  be 
awfully  hard  to  say  that  discrimination 
doesn’t  exist.” 

The  response  of  the  media 

Initial  coverage  of  the  murder  in  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Courant ,  the  city’s  only  daily  news¬ 
paper,  painted  a  sympathetic  picture  of 
Reihl  —  he  was  out  to  his  family,  held  a 
good  job  at  Aetna,  had  gone  to  MIT,  and 
was  cited  by  The  Courant  for  his  volunteer 
work  teaching  economics  to  inner-city  stu¬ 
dents.  But  the  paper  also  began  to  report  on 
the  “All-American  boy”  qualities  of  the 
suspects.  One  article  said  that  both  Burke 
and  Perez  were  two  teenagers  who  “seemed 
to  be  the  sort  most  parents  would  be  proud 
to  call  their  own.” 

Many  members  of  the  gay  community 
were  outraged  in  June  when  The  Courant 
published  a  front-page  story  on  the  cruising 
area  along  Mechanic  Street  behind  the  Chez 
Est  where  the  suspects  allegedly  met  their  vic¬ 
tims.  The  story  was  a  sordid  portrayal  of  the 
area,  emphasizing  the  possibility  of  the 
spread  of  AIDS  and  the  alleged  prevalence 
of  prostitution  and  alcoholic  teenagers.  The 
article  quoted  a  man  as  saying,  “Do  you 
think  I  want  to  be  cruising  the  streets  of 
Hartford?  I  don’t.. .1  hate  myself  the  next 
morning.”  Throughout  the  story  the  terms 
“Chicken  Ranch”  and  “Love  Tunnel” 
were  used  to  describe  the  area,  although 
none  of  the  gay  activists  interviewed  by 
GCN  had  ever  heard  the  terms  before. 
When  questioned  about  the  use  of  the 
terms,  Chris  Boultinhouse,  city  editor  of 
The  Courant  acknowledged  that  they  were 
terms  used  by  the  police,  not  by  the  gay 
community. 

After  the  article  appeared,  public  senti¬ 
ment,  even  within  the  gay  community,  turn¬ 
ed  to  criticism  of  Reihl  and  his  alleged  sexual 
activity.  An  editorial  in  th e  Journal-Inquirer 
from  neighboring  Manchester  even  sug¬ 
gested  that  Reihl  had  been  “asking  for  it.” 

The  evolving  response  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community 

Immediately  after  police  announced 
Reihl’s  murder  was  the  result  of  gay¬ 
bashing,  a  group  of  individuals  came 
together  at  Arts  and  Leisure  Cafe,  a  gay 
restaurant,  to  form  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Anti-Violence  Project.  The  diverse  group  — 
lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  Black,  Latino  and 
white  —  included  many  people  who  had 
never  before  joined  or  worked  with  a  gay 
organization.  Other  local  gay  groups  were 
also  moved  to  respond  and  sent  represen¬ 
tatives  to  join  the  Project,  including  Bruce 
Gipson  of  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  and 
Lizz  Toledo  of  the  Lesbian-Gay  Focus  of 
the  All  Peoples  Congress.  Gipson  told  a  TV 
interviewer,  “A  man  has  been  murdered. 
We  can  no  longer  just  sit  back.” 

The  Anti-Violence  Project  held  several 


demonstrations  in  front  of  the  Hartford 
Courthouse  and  the  media  quickly  respond¬ 
ed,  turning  to  this  adjunct  group  for  official 
statements  from  the  gay  community.  But 
almost  immediately  factions  arose  within 
the  Project  itself.  Led  by  Coalition 
members,  the  Project  followed  traditional 
Coalition  political  strategy  in  its  responses 
—  allying  with  other  progressive  groups  for 
support  and  forming  subcommittees  to 
study  and  work  on  issues  such  as  education, 
outreach,  and  self-defense.  Toledo  argued 
for  a  much  more  militant  response,  and  was 
voted  down  when  she  pushed  for  chanting  at 
the  demonstrations.  “We  definitely  need  a 
more  radical  response”  to  the  murder, 
Toledo  said.  “As  a  lesbian  of  color,  I  feel  we 
have  to  really  put  pressure  on  the  justice 
system.  It  has  never  been  fair  to  gay  people 
or  to  people  of  color.” 

On  July  12,  the  Anti-Violence  Project 
voted  to  become  a  subcommittee  of  the 
Coalition,  with  Steven  Gavron  and  Cynthia 
Goetz,  both  Coalition  members,  elected  as 
co-chairs.  Toledo  and  others  opposed  the 
move. 

The  formation  of  Connecticut  ACT  OUT 
in  August  stemmed  in  part  from  the  absorp¬ 
tion  of  the  Project  into  the  Coalition.  But  a 
few  months  earlier  philosophical 
disagreements  over  such  issues  as  public  sex 
and  direct  action  within  the  Coalition’s 
Political  Action  Committee  (PAC)  has  led 
several  members  to  resign  or  disassociate 
themselves  from  the  PAC.  ACT  OUT  was 
formed  by  a  group  of  people  who  advocate 
direct  action  and  civil  disobedience  to  bring 
attention  to  gay  and  AIDS-related  issues. 
According  to  Tony  Carlo,  one  of  the  leaders 
of  ACT  OUT,  the  Reihl  case  “is  definitely  in 
our  agenda.  We’ll  have  a  response.  We’re 
keeping  an  eye  on  it.” 

The  emergence  of  more  radical  voices 
within  the  Hartford  gay  community  has  pro¬ 
mpted  the  Coalition  to  review  its  own 
priorities  and  conduct  dialogue  on  con¬ 
troversial  issues  such  as  public  sex.  Many 
members  of  the  community  are  arguing  that 
it  is  time  the  Coalition  came  out  in  support 
of  the  sexual  and  social  activities  on 
Mechanic  Street.  Although  recent  public 
statements  from  the  Coalition  have  been 
much  more  supportive  of  Mechanic  Street, 
no  definitive  statement  about  public  sex  has 
yet  been  made.  The  Coalition  will  have  a 
hard  time  remaining  neutral  on  this  issue, 
though,  since  public  sex  will  almost  certainly 
come  up,  should  the  Reihl  case  go  to  trial. 

At  present,  the  community  is  awaiting  the 
decision  of  Judge  M.  Morgan  Kline  on 
whether  to  try  the  suspects  as  youthful  of¬ 
fenders,  as  their  attorneys  have  requested. 
Prosecutors  are  pushing  for  adult  status,  as 
youthful  offender  status  would  close  all  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  the  public  and  the  maximum 
penalty  for  a  conviction  would  be  three 
years. 

Toledo  said  that  if  youthful  offender 
status  is  granted,  “there’s  not  going  to  be 
any  holding  back  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.”  She  added,  referring  to  her 
former  involvement,  “I’m  sure  the  Anti- 
Violence  Project  would  agree.” 

Sources  within  the  court  system  have  in¬ 
dicated  that  Judge  Kline  has  denied 
youthful  offender  status  and  that  the 
suspects’  attorneys  have  appealed  the  deci¬ 
sion,  thus  prompting  the  long  delay.  Other 
sources  have  said  a  decision  should  be  an¬ 
nounced  by  mid-October.  □ 
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Spring  Hill  of  Ashby  Presents 


Opening  the  Heart  for 
People  with  AIDS,  ARC, 
and  their  Loved  Ones. 
A  One-Day  Workshop  in 
Boston 

Saturday,  October  15 


Opening  the  Heart  for 
Gays,  Lesbians,  and 
Bisexuals 
October  28-30 


To  register  or  to  receive  a  complete  brochure,  call  or  write: 
Spring  Hill  of  Ashbury 
675  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  864-9181 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-770-5800 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


COHHUHITY 


NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  Sc. 
Lawrence.MA  01840 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway,  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6.  Th  12-8, 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9S47 

DR  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
MOO  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  M A  02174 
(617)  641-2510 


DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  M A  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186/z  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  &  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambridge  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  &  Substance 
Abuse  Counseling 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5S00 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
353-ISOO 


DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq..  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th„  12-7, 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02I0S 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
731-1015 


(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  II 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community.  523-7664 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun  I  lam 
Service  —  44S-I277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PUNNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI..  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

Feminine  male  seeking  someone  willing  to  teach  me  the 
feminine  arts,  mannerism,  speech,  dress,  make-up,  etc. 
Can  you  help  supply  clothing,  beauty  parlor  visits,  per¬ 
sonal  care  or  most  importantly,  friendship  and  support 
in  becoming  who  I  so  much  wish  to  be.  Thank  you,  Bob- 
bie,  P.O,  Box  441352,  Somerville,  Mass.  021 14 _ (12) 

SMALL  TOWN  GIRL 

LF  has  a  lot  to  offer  as  you  do.  Warm  hearted,  good 
looking,  outdoors/athletic,  learning  to  sail.  Enjoy  good 
food,  music,  week-ending  around  New  England,  culture 
and  more!  Looking  for  good  looking  LF  to  bike,  hike, 
x-country  ski  with  me.  Girl  who  likes  walking  beach  or 
cozy  fireplace.  27-37. _ (15) 


SERVICES 


HELP  WANTED 


S:  good  luck  in  our  new  job.  C. 


(12) 


RACQUETBALL 

LF  seeks  female  racquetball  partner.  Advanced  begin¬ 
ner/intermediate  ideal  but  will  consider  others.  Current¬ 
ly  play  at  Newton  YWCA.  Prefer  non-smoker.  Please 
leave  message.  783-0204, _ 02) 

GWM  43,  150,  5’8”,  Br/hz,  “AIDS-free,”  looking  for 
someone  to  45  who  is  serious  about  developing  an 
“AIDS-free”,  loving,  caring,  monogamous,  1-to-l,  per¬ 
manent,  commitment/relationship.  Send  phone,  photo, 
discriptive  letter  to:  POB  221,  Dorchester,  MA. 
02122-0002.  Thank  you! _ Of) 

WOMAN  OF  SUBSTANCE 

possessing  both  a  well-developed  sense  of  adventure  and 
the  absurd  sought  by  LF  who  desperately  needs  your 
help  to  burst  the  aching  bonds  of  her  puritanical  upbr¬ 
inging  and  be  free  to  explore  her  smoldering  potential. 
Reply  to  PO  Box  285,  Dennisport,  MA  02639. _ (12) 

Prof  GF  28,  honest  offers  support  to  GWM  25-35  prof 
of  French  or  grad  student  (PhD).  Please  write  for  more 
details.  GCN  Box  329. _ (13) 

Nice  Jewish  Girl,  29,  into  dancing,  deli,  dental  dams, 
seeks  handsome  bu|ch  or  gorgeous  femme  for  pastrami 
and  passion.  Boston  or  N.Y..  Yiddish  lessons  included. 
GCN  Box  328. _ 02) 

LF  college  student  desperately  needs  financial 

assistance.  Please  help  by  sending  donations.  Thank 
you.  Shelley,  P.O.  Box  44-1028,  West  Somerville,  Mass. 
02144.  _ (16) 


40  OR  OVER!  LIKE  MEN  WHO  ARE? 

Contact  guys  from  Maine  to  DC.  For  list  $1.00  to 
Northeast  Directory,  Dept.  B,  P.O.  2357,  Princeton  NJ 
08543-2357.  _ (1?) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


FREE  SAMPLE  COPY 

SOUTHERN  LIBERTARIAN  MESSENGER 

Route  10,  Box  52A  Florence,  SC  29501.  Is  it  true  what  they 
say  about  Dixie?  We  have  tales  of  bizarre  and  grotesque  — 
and  that’s  just  the  good  news. _ 02) 

LESBIANS 

1  need  volunteers  for  doctoral  research  on  adult  lesbians  com¬ 
ing  out  to  their  mothers.  If  you  are  age  25-35,  out  as  a  lesbian 
for  at  least  four  years  and  out  to  your  mother  within  the  past 
three  years,  you  are  eligible.  If  interested,  call  Wendy  Rosen  at 
497-5178.  Leave  message. _ (13) 

RED  HANKIE  NETWORK 

Join  200  guys  nation-wide!  For  details,  send  SASE  to:  A.S.P. 
P.O.  Box  14543,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14. _ (15) 

PILOTS! 

LF  seeks  partners  MorF  in  ’79  TIGER,  1950TT,  150SMOH, 
IFR  equipped  with  King,  NARCO,  xpndr,  GS,  ADF,  audio 
panel,  intercom.  Based  at  Bedford.  Contact  Megan  877-9019. 
(13) _ 

INDEPENDENT  CATHOUC  MASS 
Sundays,  5:30  PM,  351  Boylston  St.  Gay  Community 
welcome.  Jesus  doesn’t  condemn  He  loves. _ (14) 

PARENTS  &  FRIENDS  OF  LESBIANS  AND  GAYS 
7th  International  Convention,  Oct.  7-10,  Chicago.  Darrell 
Yates  Rist,  keynote  speaker.  Write:  P.O.  Box  1903,  Skokie,  I! 
60076.  (312)472-3079, _ (12) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


VOLUNTEER  WOMEN’S 

GRANT  WRITER 

GCN  looking  for  lesbian  to  write  grant  proposals  to  six 
promising  funders  for  GCN  women’s  projects.  Contact 
Marc:  426-4469. _ 02) 

TYPING  HELP  NEEDED 

Each  year  GCN  makes  an  “index”  of  the  article  titles  in 
the  previous  year’s  issues.  No  special  typing  or  indexing 
skills  needed.  If  interested,  call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469. 
(13) _ 


SERVICES 


MARGARET  KELNER  MASSAGE  THERAPY 

AMTA-certified,  experienced  massage  therapist  offers 
caring,  relaxing,  deep  massage  for  women.  Techniques 
include  Swedish,  neuromuscular,  structural  massage, 
reflexology.  Jamaica  Plain  office:  (617)  524-2632.  Leave 
message. _ (21) 

Psychotherapy  group  for  women  with  eating  disorders 
or  food/weight  issues  is  currently  accepting  referrals. 
Cambridge.  Call  (617)  628-6447  for  information.  (12) 

MARLENE  RICHARDSON,  ACSW 

Certified  Clinical  Social  Worker 
379  State  Street,  Portsmouth’,  NH,  03801.  (603) 
431-2580.  Insurance  reimbursable. _ (13) 


JUDD  & 
MALLEN 


P.O.  Box  613 
Cohasset,  MA,  02025 
(617)  383-0791 

Auctioneers  and  Appraisers 


Interested  in  purchase  or  consignment 
of  single  items  or  entire  estates 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Core  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459. 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


Southern  Jamaica  Plain 

HEALTH  (RENTER 


affiliated  with  the  Brigham  <£  Women 's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology 

•  Podiatry 

•  Pediatrics 

•  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 


Evenings  hours,  convenient  to  public 
transportation 

Sliding  scale  avail. ,  all  health 
insurance  accepted 
Spanish  spoken 
687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain 
522-5900 


RICHARD  CONNORS 

Attorney  at  Law 

General  Legal  Practice 
Personal  Injuries 
Real  Estate 
Business  Law 

Call  or  write  for  further 
information  on  relationship 
agreements  and  durable 
power  of  attorney  for  the 
protection  of  committed 
couples. 

140  UNION  ST.,  LYNN,  MA 
01902 

617/593-4146 


m 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Administrative 
Assistant  to  22K 

National  organization  working  on 
public  school  issues  of  access  & 
equity,  immigrant  students,  & 
AIDS  education  seeks 
Administrative  Assistant  to  join 
team.  Must  be  responsible  & 
independent.  WP  65  +  wpm,  A/R 
experience,  various  administrative 
duties.  D/base  experience  a  plus. 
35  hour  week.  Generous  vacation 
and  benefits.  An  Equal 
Opportunity,  Affirmative  Action 
Employer.  Resumes  by  10/15  to: 

National  Coalition  of 
Advocates  for  Students 
100  Boylston  Street,  Suite  737 
Boston,  MA  02116-4610 


HELP  WANTED 


PART  TIME  ASST.  BOOKKEEPER 

Some  experience  necessary,  2  days/ week,  casual  office, 
varied  tasks.  Call  Lynn  (617)661-6975. _ (13) 

HOUSEKEEPER 

Young  male  wanted  for  position  in  academic  household 
in  Pittsburgh.  Live-in,  board,  education  expenses  pro- 
vided .  W rite  GCN  Box  Service:  #  330. _ (14) 

CHILDCARE  NEEDED 

Responsible,  loving,  regular  weekend  evenings  and  occa¬ 
sional  weeknights.  Own  transportation  prefered.  $5/hr. 
(617)  522-7620. _ (13) 

BOOKSTORE  STAFFPERSON 

Staff  person,  fulltime,  for  socialist-feminist  bookstore 
to  start  November  28.  Salary:  $15,000  plus  health  and 
dental.  For  application  call  (401)  521-3230  or  write  to 
Dorrwar  Bookstore,  1 07 '/;  Hope  Street,  Providence, 
Rl,  02906.  Apply  by  November  3.  (13) 

OUTREACH  JOB  &  ADVOCATE  JOB 
2  jobs  in  alternative  mental  health  and  battered  women’s 
residential  program.  Advocate  job  includes  general  ad¬ 
vocacy,  resource  coordination;  program  administration. 
Knowledge  of  gay  issues  required.  Outreach  job  involves 
representing  agency  through  written  materials  and 
speaking  engagements.  Both  require  ability  to  workk 
with  diversity.  Access  to  car  needed.  Salary  19,580  to 
start  with  generous  benefits.  Send  resumes  to  Beckert; 
Eliz.  Stone  House,  Box  15,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(13) _ 


PEOPLE  WITH 
AIDS 

NEED  YOU 


If  you’re  interested  in  providing  health  care  to  people  with 
AIDS,  The  Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston  has  a 
unique  opportunity.  Currently,  we  are  training  Home 
Health  Aides  to  work  specifically  with  people  with  AIDS. 
We  will  certify  you  as  a  Home  Health  Aide.  Serve  your 
community  and  provide  personal  care  to  people  who 
need  your  help. 

•  Create  your  own  schedule 

•  Paid  training  provided 

•  Benefits  available 

Interested  candidates  should  call  Jim  McCarthy,  RN,  at 
426-5555,  ext.  354 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 


I  Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston  I 

100  Boylston  St,,  Boston,  MA  02116  [ 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (351  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x  . 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  (  J  RIDES  [  J  MOVERS  I  )  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $  _ 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $^ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $  _ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $_ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US;  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 

Total  $  _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address  _ 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED  IROOMMATE  WANTED!  ORGANIZATIONS 


MOVERS 


Small  painting  business  looking  for  people  to  do  pain¬ 
ting  and  prep  work  20-30  hours/wk.  Experience  not 
necessary  —  a  sense  of  responsibility  and  openness  to 
learning  is.  $8/hour.  536-0147. _ (13) 


Executive  Director 

Chase-Brexton  Clinic 

Responsible  for  managing  of 
community-based,  non-profit  health 
clinic.  Looking  for  a  dynamic  in¬ 
dividual  with  experience  in  clinic  ad¬ 
ministration,  budgeting,  policy 
developement,  program  planning, 
fund  raising,  volunteer  coordination, 
personnel  evaluation  and  supervision, 
and  public  and  government  relations, 
including  grant  writing  and  grant 
management.  Experience  in  AIDS 
work  is  also  desirable. 

Bachelor’s  degree  required  (Master’s 
preferred). 

Medical  Director 

Chase-Brexton  Clinic 

Responsible  for  all  medical  functions 
of  community-based,  non-profit 
health  clinic.  Seeking  qualified  in¬ 
dividual  with  experience  in  medical 
care  (including  diagnosis/treatment  f 
asymptomatic  and  syptomatic  HIV 
seropositive  reactors),  medical  quality 
assurance,  medical  administration, 
and  patient  and  staff  education.  Must 
be  knowledgeable  about  AIDS  and 
related  issues. 

The  Chase-Brexton  Clinic  is  a 
service  program  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Community  Center  of 
Baltimore.  The  Clinic  is  a  grow¬ 
ing  organization  with  a  paid 
staff  of  11  and  a  volunteer  staff 
of  100. 

To  be  considered  for  either  posi¬ 
tion,  please  submit  letter  of  ap¬ 
plication,  resume  (along  with  any 
appropriate  credentials),  and  3 
references  to: 

Timothy  Saxon,  Director 
Chase-Brexton  Clinic 
241  West  Chase  Street 
Baltimore,  MD  21201 

DEADLINE  FOR  SUBMISSIONS  IS 
OCTOBER  15,  1988 

Affirmative  Action/ 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


SPACIOUS  JP  HOME 

Want  a  place  for  a  year?  Possibly  more?  Seeking  one  or 
two  housemates.  Beautiful  renovated  Jamaica  Plain  Vic¬ 
torian.  Green  and  Orange  lines.  Dogs  great.  Meat  fine. 
No  cats  or  cigarettes.  Off  street  parking.  Price 
negotiable.  Call  Laurie  at  522-5173. _ (12) 

SOMERVILLE 

Wanted:  Two  average  queers,  gender  unimportant, 
responsible,  friendly,  share  chores,  some  food  buying, 
meals.  You  are  nonsmoker,  petless,  mature.  Me  35; 
dyke,  many  interests.  Have  large  house,  three 
bedrooms,  fireplace,  wood  floors,  porch,  street  parking, 
great  location,  quiet,  safe!  $325.00,  lg.  room,  $345.00 
sm.  room.  Negotiable.  Call  (617)  623-7258 
8am-10:30pm. _ _ (12) 

|.P.  APARTMENT 

ILF  seeks  2LFs  for  3BR  apt.  in  Victorian  house  near 
J.P.  Licks.  Wood  floors,  porch,  yard  and  W/D  in  base¬ 
ment.  $415/month  includes  heat.  Available  Oct.  1st  (or 
sooner).  Call  Julie  at  536-9428  (H)  or  725-3562  (W).  (12) 
Jamaica  Plain:  LF24,  two  cats,  seek  woman  for  large 
sunny  apartment.  Porch,  garden,  4  blocks  F  Hills  sub¬ 
way,  half  block  South  Street.  No  smoking.  $300plus. 
524-9857. _ (12) 

Natick  —  Two  gay  females  seek  same  to  share  large 
private  home.  Non  smoker,  no  pets.  Conv.  location.  350 
plus  utilities.  Call  651-8240. _ (12) 

3  LF’s  seek  another  for  sunny  spacious  semi-coop  home 
near  Porter  Square,  Cambridge.  We  have  2  cats,  no 
more  pets,  min.  drugs  or  alcohol.  Avail.  Sept.  1,  250 
plus  call  491-4005.  (12) 


PARTMENT 


1 


WATERFRONT  RENTALS 

New  construction,  1  &  2  bdrms,  prkg,  daily  shuttle  and  public 
trans.  From  $l,000/mth,  889-4446. _ (12) 

JONES  HILL  DORCHESTER 

Sunny  one  bdrm.  apt.  in  lesbian  owned  house,  offstreet  pkg., 
trees,  air,  view,  avail  Nov.  1,  $525  incl.  heat  &  all  util,  (617) 
436-2583.  (16) 


LF  lloking  for  non-smoking  same  who  wants  to  rent 
house  in  No.  shore  area.  Prefer  25-35  prof,  who  like 
quiet  country  near  major  routes.  (508)  777-5765.  (15) 

3  GM  (26  y.o.)  seek  person  for  huge  Somerville  apt.  near 
bus.  $250  plus,  available  now.  Non-smokers  encouraged 
to  apply.  776-6356. _ (12) 

PROGRESSIVE  CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 
Gay  or  Bi  man  sought  for  our  feminist,  semi-veg, 
playful,  spacious  (3  story!),  6-person  home  of  men  and 
women,  gay  and  straight.  Some  shared  meals  and 
chores.  Available  now,  call  ASAP  (after  8pm  is  best): 
617/864-1466. _ (13) 

LF  wanted  to  share  roomy  4  bedroom  apartment  in 
Medford  near  Tufts.  $215  plus  utilities  with  three  in- 
dependent  friendly  dykes.  395-8257.  Nov.  1st. _ (13) 

Newburyport  Center.  Seeking  M/F  to  share  sunny 
apartment  near  Plum  Island.  Fireplaces,  hardwood 
floors,  W/D,  parking,  non-smoking,  must  like  pets. 
$343  plus.  Avail,  now.  465-2357, _ (12) 

GF  SEEKS  PARTNER  IN  APT  SEARCH 
GF  seeks  GF  to  look  for  and  share  a  2BR  apt.  in  the 
Newton/Watertown  area  for  Nov.  1st.  Not  mine,  not 
yours,  but  ours.  Call  Wendy  at  332-3534. _ (12) 

SHORT  TERM  LIVING  SITUATION 
A  few  weeks  or  a  month?  Seeking  woman  to  share  fur¬ 
nished  2  bdrm  apt  in  convenient  downtown  Boston 
neighborhood.  Close  to  T/pkg  available.  No 
smokers/pets.  $100/wk  536-0147. _ (12) 

NEWTONVILLE 

Two  friendly  LF’s  seek  LF  to  share  large  house.  Semi¬ 
coop.  No  alcohol,  smoke,  drugs.  $350  plus  last  month’s 
rent.  Room  includes  half  bath,  965-0648. _ (12) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Room  without  a  closet  for  someone  out  of  the  closet. 
Small  warm  room  in  J.P.  $210  including  heat.  Avail,  im¬ 
mediately.  Call  Tatnsin  or  Laura  at  (617)  524-1874  or 
Laura  at  (617)495-1595  (days). _ 02) 

LF  and  two  cats  seek  housemates  for  spacious  JP  apt. 
Vegetarian  cooperative  home  with  fireplace,  w/d, 
porch,  yard.  Non-smoking.  $400/month,  heated,  rent- 
controlled.  Anne  522-6561.  (6) 

1 L  &  I  BiF  seek  M  or  F  for  3  bdrm  J P  apt .  Non-smoker, 
no  drugs,  min.  alcohol.  Mature,  responsible  indiv.  for 
independent  household.  Must  like  pets  but  no  more 
please.  Share  housework.  Off-St.  parking,  near  pond. 
$270  plus.  Call  Nancy  at  522-21 18  or  Wendall  (days)  at 
661-3567, _ _ _ _ (9) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

21. Fs  seek  2  more  lor  2nd  and  3rd  floor  apt  in  IP  house. 
Semi-coop,  veggie,  spacious,  wood  stove,  close  to 
Orange  and  Green  I  ines.  Call  Su/ic  or  Peggy  522-93SI 
I  I  0  I 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15,48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info, _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intcrgeneraiional  l.ovc  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free, 
bulletin  $1.  NAMHI  A.  P.O.  Box  1923.  St.  Louis. 
Missouri,  631 1 8.  (7) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ 5214)826 _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


CD 
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From  $18  /  hr. 

:> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

QC 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

236-1848 

CHEAP  ROUND-TRIP  TICKET 

BOSTON  TO  NASHVILLE,  TN 

Best  offer  accepted  on  ticket  for  non-stop  flight  (cost 
$300)  leaving  Boston  Oct.  6  at  5:30pm,  leaving  Nashville 
to  return  to  Boston  Oct.  10  at  1pm.  (It’s  one  of  those 
non-refundable  tickets  and  I  can’t  take  the  trip  — 
HELP!)  Call  Steph  at  GCN,  426-4469  (days),  (13) 


VACATIONS 


CONDADO  BEACH  P.R. 

New  condos  on  the  beach  for  long  weekends,  short  term 
rentals.  A.C.  cable,  roofdeck,  pool,  reasonable  rates. 
Some  for  sale.  Call  John  (617)  899-0388. _ 09) 

P-TOWN  TIMESHARE 

1  BR  floating  week  Eastwood  at  Provincetown  sleeps  4. 
Exchange  internationally.  Must  sell.  Call  or  write  (413) 
628-4691,  S.  Waldman,  P.O.  Box  409,  Hadley,  MA 
01035. _ 03) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Enjoy  spectacular  fall  foliage  at  our  100  acre  mountain 
resort.  With  19  charming  guest  rooms,  pool,  hot  tub, 
firplaced  common  rooms  and  miles  of  trails,  we’re  just 
what  you  need!  Ask  about  our  holiday  plans  too!  The 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  I I8G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (17) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Escape  to  the  peace  and  privacy  of  Vermont.  Secluded 
lesbian  farm  offers  vea.  cuisine,  cozy  rooms  with  views 
and  daily  trail  rides  c.i  our  own  gentle  horses.  Waterfall 
skinny  dipping.  Early  fall  foliage.  (802)  533-7772.  (9) 


PUBLICATIONS 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  issue  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S 
REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center, 
Wellesley.  MA  02181. _ _ _ (ex) 

BLACKJOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  19641  W.  Seven  Mile,  Detroit 
Ml  48219. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIANdndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 

Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY.  1001 1 . _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus$l  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _  (ex) 


Prisoners 
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TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Hello,  I’m  a  22  yr  old  looking  for  anyone  who 
has  a  good  sense  of  humor,  is  open-minded  and 
adventurous.  Please  send  a  photo  if  you  can. 
Looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you.  Desiree 
NUNN,  Box  7  —  1 19241,  Shakopee  MN  55379. 

Seeking  correspondence.  Age  and  race  not  im¬ 
portant.  Having  lived  in  the  New  Orleans 
French  Quarter  my  enjoyments  are  endless. 
Seeking  close  and  affectionate  friendship.  F. 
LeMIEUX,  4AL,  PO  Box  388,  Gretna  LA 
70053  P" 


INTERRACIAL  RELATIONSHIPS  - 
Quarterly  Interchange,  a  new  journal,  provides  all 
men  with  a  forum  for  developing  interracial  and  cross 
cultural  relationships.  $10  per  ad  of  40  words  or  less. 
Address:  Q.I.,  Box  42S02,  San  Francisco  CA  94101. 


BOOKS  FOR  PRISONERS! 
Write  to  Left  Bank  Books,  92  Pike 
St,  Box  A,  Seattle,  WA  98101,  to  re¬ 
quest  some  reading  material.  (Be 
patient!  It 's  a  volunteer  program.) 
JSL 


PRISONER  WRITERS!! 

Send  for  your  FREE  Pen  Prison  Writing  Bulletin 
to  find  out:  publications  that  want  to  receive 
writing  from  prisoners  (poetry,  fiction,  non¬ 
fiction  or  drama),  writing  contests  for  prisoners, 
tips  on  how  to  get  your  writing  into  print! 
FREE!  Write  now  to:  PEN  American  Center, 
568  Broadway,  New  York,  NY  10012 _ 

WRITERS!! 

Tower  Press  is  interested  in  writing  BY 
PRISONERS  that  describes  life  behind  bars, 
that  provides  insight  into  the  underlying  forces 
that  change  and  mold  individual  lives.  They 
want  to  know  why  most  prisoners  have  been 
there  before;  how  prisoners  adapt  to  the  reality 
of  spending  years  behind  bars;  what  role 
prisons  and  juvenile  institutions  really  play  in 
the  American  system  of  ‘justice’.  Why  is  it  that 
prisons  do  not  rehabilitate?  Tower  Press  wants 
stories,  poetry,  novels,  articles  and  drawings.  If 
you  want  your  work  returned  to  you,  send  them 
a  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope.  Write  them 
at:  TOWER  PRESS,  410  Penn  St, 
Hollidaysburg,  PA  16648. 


I  have  obtained  30  credit  hours  towards  my 
Associates  Degree  in  Sociology  while  in  here 
and  taught  math  and  reading  in  the  GED 
diploma  program.  I’m  looking  for  a  friend.  If 
(and  when)  a  relationship  comes  along,  I  won’t 
ignore  it.  Meanwhile  I’d  like  some  friends.  Les¬ 
bians  also  welcome  to  correspond.  Michael 
McGregor,  047380  (5-D-ii),  1012  w.  coi- 
umbia,  Farmington  MO  63640. 


Gay  man,  50,  looking  for  open-minded,  honest 
penpal.  I’m  a  outdoor  type  person.  Hobbies  are 
electronic  braille  transcribing  and  beadwork. 
Please  write.  Gerald  FRIEND,  028255  (16-E-5), 
PO  Box  520,  Walla  Walla  WA  99362. 


Hi,  I’m  39,  gay  and  would  like  to  develop  a 
friendship  with  any  gays  in  this  area  of  CMC-E, 
hopefully  as  cellmates.  Charles  Vidal,  C-21241, 
2208-X,  Box  8101,  SLO  CA  93409.  


I’d  like  to  have  someone  to  write.  I  have  no 
family.  Don’t  need  no  games.  Just  be  yourself. 
Will  not  fail  to  reply.  Thank  you.  Harry 
SHOUSE,  EF- 194490,  Reidsville  GA  30499. 


Yours  is  a  very  compassionate  service  for  those 
who  have  no  one  to  write  to  (except  Mom,  of 
course).  This  pardner  is  looking  for  someone  to 
write,  who  can  pardon  my  bad  humor,  cause  I 
got  an  education  but  couldn’t  figure  out  what  to 
do  with  it,  so  I’m  all  corailed  up.  Need  some 
openness  and  friendship.  Kerry  OSWALT, 
482428,  Rt  1  Box  150,  Tenn  Col  TX  75861 


Gay  Black  Prisoner,  Handsome,  looking  for  a 
lover  (masculine),  love  sex,  any  race,  prisoner 
or  not.  Interests  are  sports,  reading,  writing, 
music.  Take  a  chance  on  love  with  a  California  | 
stud.  Emmette  MITCHELL,  PO  Box  7001, 
Atascadero,  CA  93423. _ 

I’d  like  some  intelligent  correspondence.  My  in¬ 
terests  include  politics,  classical  music,  hand¬ 
ball,  and  travel.  Please  write,  Austin 
KESSLER,  C-96145  (7-C  201-L),  PO  Box 
1902-B,  Tehachapi  CA  93561. _ 

Please  send  me  your  free  pamphlet  on  ‘How  to 
start  a  books  for  prisoners’  project  as  I  would 
like  to  start  one  when  I  get  out  next  year.  Also  I 
would  like  to  write  to  someone.  I’m  30  and 
looking  for  a  friend.  Taray  Tryllo  ‘Monroe’, 
C-31485,  Dorm  23/35,  PO  Box  8101,  San  Luis 
Obispo  CA  93409. 


They  are  not  letting  me  have  GCN  even  though 
they  allow  Penthouse  etc.  I  would  like  to  protest 
this  but  don’t  know  how.  Can  you  help  out? 
Also  even  though  they  can  stop  my  paper  they 
can’t  stop  my  letters.  I  would  really  like  to  make 
some  friends  so  when  I  get  out  of  this  place  I 
can  get  some  leads  for  work  and  living  places 
and  get  out  of  this  state.  Thank  you.  Jim  IN- 
GRAM,  87288—12  BKS,  PO  Box  600,  Grady  S 

AR  71644. _ _  S 

Attractive  man  desires  lasting  pen-pal  relation-  ■ 
ship.  Hobbies  include  hiking,  swimming,  g 
music,  and  civil  rights.  Any  caring  persons 
should  write  to:  James  W.  MAGNER, 
38670-019,  Box  34550,  Memphis  TN  38184. 

I’m  an  Italian  and  I  love  black  men.  I‘m  lonely 

and  would  enjoy  any  correspondence  I  can 
receive.  Kyle  ANGLIN,  147480,  PO  Box  137, 
F-70 ,  Chattahoochee  FL  32324. 


BiM,  interested  in  sharing  with  any  who  may 

have  extra  time.  Into  Art,  Poetry,  music, 
philosophy,  and  whatever  may  happen. 
Especially  friendship.  Dean  W.  GUILEY, 
42461,  2605  State  St,  Salem  OR  97310 


Gay  male  would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone 

who  can  share  a  smile.  All  replys  answered. 
Raymond  FRAWLEY,  87C  642,  Box  149,  At¬ 
tica  NY  14011  


Bi-M  24  seeking  friendship.  I  enjoy  rock  music 

and  oldies,  camping,  boating,  dancing  and 
quiet  times  at  home.  Charles  BERNIER, 
119117,  Box  100,  Somers  CT  06071, 


I  am  in  an  AIDS  unit,  having  been  tested  HIV 

positive,  and  would  like  to  be  able  to  write  so¬ 
meone  for  friendship.  I  enjoy  reading,  hiking, 
swimming,  and  am  a  nudist.  I  have  just  under  5 
years  to  do  so  I  can  be  depended  on  to  be  a  pen¬ 
pal  for  some  time  to  come.  Thank  you  for 
the  GCN  each  week!  Robert  FANNING, 
D-02639,  Box  500  (305-L),  Chino  CA  91708. 


Black  male  in  search  for  a  caring  person  who 

doesn’t  mind  communicating  with  someone 
who  is  incarcerated.  Planning  to  live  in 
Baltimore  upon  my  release.  James  ‘Starr’ 
HENDERSON,  73777-011,  3901  Klein  Blvd, 
Lompoc  CA  93436. 


I  am  in  need  of  a  friend.  I  like  reading  SF, 

novels  and  westerns,  but  at  the  moment  I  am  in 
isolation  and  have  no  contact  whatsoever.  I’m 
32  and  would  like  to  write  someone.  Age  no 
problem.  Paul  FAULKNER,  10356-OH,  PO 
Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887. 


Kinky  Spanish  TS,  Dom/Sub,  love  all  sex. 

Wants  photos  and  letters.  Francesca  FER¬ 
NANDEZ,  85 A  5102,  Box  51,  Comstock  NY 
12821.  


I  like  queens  and  bisexual  men.  I  you’re  in¬ 

terested  in  finding  real  love  and  not  in  hurting 
someone,  please  write.  I’m  free  to  relocate  for 
someone  special.  Leslie  HATTEY,  Rt  1  Box  36, 
Jackson  NC  27845. 
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Every  Friday  □  GCN  staffers  get  this  marvelous  rag  into  those  brown  envelopes.  Great  snacks 
and  sparkling  repartee.  Stop  in  on  your  way  home  from  work  or  stay  the  whole  night!  Info: 
(617)  426-4469. 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 


1  Saturday 

New  Bedford  □  “Reachin’  Out”  Conference  spon¬ 
sored  by  Alliance  of  Gays,  Lesbian  and  Supporters  of  the 
Greater  New  Bedford/Fall  River  area.  Unitarian  Church. 
9-4:30pm.  Registration:  $15-30  includes  lunch.  Info: 
Patrick  508/990-8280. 

Boston  □  Romanovsky  and  Phillips  in  concert  in 

the  Tower  Auditorium,  Mass.  College  of  Art,  625  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.  8pm.  $8/advance,  $IQ/door.  Info: 
617/266-5443. 

Hartford,  CT  □  Lesbian  Convergence  will  include  a 
participatory  workshop,  “S/M  Lesbians:  Manifesting  Our 
Freedom,"  on  visualizations,  sharing  of  wishes,  and 
shamanic  manifestation  ritual  to  support  S/M  dykes  in 
achieving  goals  for  the  community.  50  Bloomfield  Ave.  In¬ 
fo:  203/659-3670  or  413/584-7616. 

Boston  □  Hoedown  Country  Dance  sponsored  by 
Dignity/Boston.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church. 
7:30-1 1  pm.  Liturgy  at  6:30pm.  $5  at  door.  Chicken  and 
drinks  provided,  potluck  salads,  etc.  Info:  617/536-6516. 

Cambridge  □  Weaving  Stories  and  songs  to  benefit 
Renewal  House,  shelter  and  hope  for  women.  With 
storyteller  Elisa  Pearfmain  and  folksinger  Sue  Kranz.  First 
Congregational  Church.  II  Garden  St.  $5-$l5.  Info: 
617/566-6881. 

2  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Reading  from  “Testimonies,”  new  an¬ 
thology  of  coming  out  stories  edited  by  Sarah  Holmes. 
New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St.  3-5pm.  Info: 
617/876-5310. 

Roxbury  □  In  Memory  of  Rosie  Jimenez  —  Our 
Struggle  Continues,  an  event  to  remember  the  life  of 
the  first  woman  known  to  die  from  a  back  alley  abortion 
after  federal  funding  for  abortion  was  cut  off  in  1976.  Rm. 
300,  Student  Ctr.,  Roxbury  Community  College. 
7-8:30pm.  Wheelchair  accessible,  ASL  interpreted,  bil¬ 
ingual  Spanish/English.  Children  welcome.  Sponsored  by 
Comite  de  Mujeres  Puertorriquenas-Miriam  Lopez  Perez, 
Women  for  Economic  Justice,  Alliance  Against  Women's 
Oppression. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  potluck.  Meet  your  neighbors! 
New  group  holding  monthly  potlucks.  5:30pm.  Info: 
Wendy  617/547-2251. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  academic  group  Academics,  ar¬ 
tists  present,  perform  and  discuss  work-in-progress. 
7:30pm.  Info:  617/924-7954. 

Boston  □  Living  with  AIDS  Theater  Project 

discussed  by  Martin  Anderson  on  Boston’s  Other  Voice 
with  host  Peter  Stickel,  98.5  FM,  WROR.  1 1 :30pm. 


3  Monday 

Springfield  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meeting  at  the  Wesson  Memorial  Unit  of  Baystate 
Medial  Center,  140  High  St.  7pm.  Info:  413/786-5079  or 
413/781-2990. 

4  T uesday 

Cambridge  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  spon¬ 
sors  “New  Approaches  to  the  Bible,”  especially  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Also  10/11.  720  Massachusetts 
Ave.,  Central  Sq.  7pm.  Info:  617/523-7664. 

6  Thursday 

Boston  □  "Latin  Ameria  in  North  America.”  Perfor¬ 
mance  by  Guillermo  Gomez  Pena.  Part  of 
Latinoamerica  Despierta:  Art  and  Identity  in  Latin 
America  Today.  Massachusetts  College  of  Art,  625  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.  Free.  Info:  617/232-1555  x484. 

Cambridge  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  spon¬ 
sors  Women’s  Liturgy  Circle.  720  Massachusetts  Ave., 
Central  Sq.  7pm.  Info:  617/523-7664. 

Cambridge  □  Integrity,  the  Episcopal  gay  and  lesbian 
ministry,  meeting  to  reorganize  Boston  chapter  of  the  na¬ 
tional  organization.  Episcopal  Divinity  School,  99  Brattle 
St.  7:30pm.  Info:  Robert  Williams  or  Jim  Skelley, 
617/481-61 13. 

Boston  □  Boston  Les/Gay  Pride  Committee  meeting, 
Rm.  801,  City  Hall.  New  members  welcome.  7pm.  Info: 
Matthew  Hayes  617/232-1716. 

7  Friday 

Boston  □  Urania,  a  Boston-area  S/M  support  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual  women.  Info:  617/395-4849,  or 
write:  Urania,  PO  Box  I486,  Boston,  MA  02117. 

Manchester,  N.H.  □  New  Hampshire  Gay  Parents 

meeting.  First  Friday  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  Info: 
603/478-5437. 

Randolph  □  Country  Dance  series  with  South  East 
Gays  and  Lesbians  (SEGAL).  Traditional  New  England 
contra  and  square  dances.  Randolph  County  Club.  9pm- 
midnight.  $5.  Info:  401/431-0822. 

8  Saturday 

Boston  □  Coffeehouse  with  Catie  Curtis, 
folk/women's  music.  Arlington  St.  Church.  8-1  Ipm. 
$3.50  suggested  donation.  No  alcohol  or  tobacco.  Info: 
Lori  Kenschaft  617/547-5209. 

Amherst  □  Unity  and  Diversity  conference. 
Les/gay/bisexual  gathering  with  theme:  Wellness  in  our 
Community.  Through  Oct.  9.  Hampshire  College,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  Hampshire  Women's  Center.  Info  or  to 
volunteer,  write  Box  662,  Hadley,  MA  01035. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 


9  Sunday 

Quabbin  Reservoir  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club 

5-mile  hike.  Info:  Rod  617/265-9056. 

1 1  T uesday 

New  York,  NY  □  WNET  Channel  13  shows  “Half  a 
Million  Strong,”  a  documentary  about  the  unveiling  of 
the  AIDS  Quilt,  at  1 1 :30pm,  and  “Lifetime  Commit¬ 
ment:  A  Portrait  of  Karen  Thompson”  at  midnight. 

Brookline  □  Bisexual  Celebration  of  National  Com¬ 
ing  Out  Day.  Bi  visibility  and  dinner.  Look  for  folks  wear¬ 
ing  Bisexual  Pride  T-shirts.  Meet  7pm  in  Coolidge  Corner 
in  front  of  Brooks  Drug.  Info:  617/734-9348. 

Cambridge  □  An  evening  of  prayer,  meditation  and 
discussion  for  all  affected  by  AIDS.  Everyone  welcome. 
Christ  Church,  Zero  Garden  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info: 
617-876-0200. 

Cambridge  □  “Getting  Into  Print,”  a  workshop. 
The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30pm. 
Donations  accepted.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

1 2  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  spon¬ 
sors  HIV  antibody  positive  support  group.  720 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  Central  Sq.  7:30pm.  Info: 
617/523-7664. 

Cambridge  □  The  Women’s  School  presents  first  of  3 
weekly  classes  on  Lesbian  History.  The  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Free,  contributions 
accepted.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

1 3  Thursday 

Boston  □  "Personal  Metaphors,”  a  discussion  with  an 
Argentinian  Filmmaker,  printmaker,  and  Puerto  Rican 
writer.  Part  of  Latinoamerica  Despierta:  Art  and 
Identity  in  Latin  Ameria  Today.  Massachusetts  College  of 
Art,  625  Huntington  Ave.  6:30pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/232-1555  x484. 

WEEKLY  EVENTS 

Saturday 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  presents  a 
workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and  stories  of  those  con¬ 
nected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS  crisis.  The  goal  is  to  create  a 
theater  music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  matenal.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
10:30am. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  offers 
Women's  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all  ages  and 
abilities.  Meets  Wednesday  evenings  and  Saturday  afternoons  in 
the  South  End.  Info:  617/574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  a  cable  program  with  Candace  Van 
Auken.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8. 
7:30-8pm. 


Sunday 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  healing  group  for  PWAs 
and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support.  Metropolitan  Health  Club 
aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
617/267-1154,  Joseph  617/357-6926. 

Boston  □  “Boston's  Other  Voice,”  a  radio  program  for  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.  With  host  Peter  Stickel.  Topics: 
10/2,  Martin  Anderson  discusses  the  Living  with  AIDS  Theatre 
Project:  10/9,  discussion  of  National  Coming  Out  Day  with  com¬ 
munity  representatives.  WROR  98.5  FM.  1 1:30pm. 

Monday 

Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club  fall  practice  every  Monday 
and  Wednesday,  6-8pm.  No  experience  necessary.  Info:  Mel 
617/536-4943,  message  617/932-5401. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  Topics:  10/3:  "Lesbian  Sex"; 
10/10,  no  rap  (Columbus  Day  observed).  The 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

T  uesday 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  has  meetings  open 
to  the  public.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  ACT-UP/RI,  PO 
Box  3156,  Wayland  Square  Station,  Providence,  Rl  02906.  Info: 
Bill  617/782-9063. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  The  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-l0pm.  Free.  Info:  6 1 7/3S4-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all 
ages  and  abilities.  See  Saturday  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/354  8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/661-7737. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club.  See  Monday  listing. 

Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome.  Pro¬ 
ofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN.  617/426-4469. 

Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  & 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support  group 

meets  for  HIV  positive.  PWAs,  PWARC's,  lovers,  friends,  and 
the  worried  well.  Open  to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of 
HIV  status.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana  508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be 
of  support.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm. 
Info:  Brian  617/267-1154,  Joseph  617/357-6926. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  The  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm-midnight.  Info:  617/354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 


Eva  Schlessinger 
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By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  ACT  UP/Boston  plans  to 
unleash  its  “wrath  and  fury”  during  a  pro¬ 
test  at  the  Oct.  6  dinner  honoring  Bernard 
Cardinal  Law  of  the  Catholic  Archdiocese 
of  Boston.  At  the  $200  per  plate  fundraising 
dinner,  the  Anti-Defamation  League  of 
B’nai  B’rith  (ADL)  will  present  Cardinal 
Law  with  the  Abraham  Joshua  Heschel  In¬ 
terfaith  Relations  award  for  his  efforts 
against  anti-Semitism.  According  to 
members  of  ACT  UP/Boston,  they  are  pro¬ 
testing  the  granting  of  the  award  to  Cardinal 
Law  because  they  say  his  “homophobia, 
sexism  and  anti-sexual  attitudes  and  actions 
are,  by  definition,  bigotry,  and  obviously 
contradict  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  Anti- 
Defamation  League.” 

The  demonstration,  which  will  take  place 
from  4-7:30  p.m.  outside  the  Westin  Hotel 
in  Copley  Square,  has  been  endorsed  by 
other  lesbian/gay  and  religious  groups,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Caucus  (MGLPC),  MASS  ACT 
OUT  and  the  Unitarian/Universalist 
Association  in  Boston.  According  to  War¬ 
ren  Blumenfeld  of  ACT  UP/Boston,  the 
local  chapters  of  Dignity  (a  Catholic  les¬ 
bian/gay  group)  and  Am  Tikva  (a  Jewish 
lesbian/gay  group)  have  also  indicated  sup¬ 
port  for  the  protest. 

“As  a  Jew,”  Blumenfeld  said,  “1  find  it 
reprehensible  that  the  Anti-Defamation 
League  is  not  making  connections  between 
oppressions.  By  conferring  an  award  to  Car¬ 
dinal  Law,  they  are  really  nullifying  any  ef¬ 
forts  the  ADL  is  making  to  combat  bigotry. 
In  fact,  [the  local  ADL]  is  going  against  its 
own  national  policy  which  includes  a  com¬ 
mitment  towards  alleviating  homophobia 
and  respect  for  a  woman’s  right  to 
abortion.” 

Leonard  Zakim,  executive  director  of  the 
ADL’s  Boston  office,  said  he  was  troubled 
by  the  claim  that  the  ADL  is  engaging  in 
discrimination.  “The  Anti-Defamation 
League  is  certainly  sensitive  to  issues  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community,”  Zakim  said. 
“ACT  UP  and  the  other  groups  have  every 
right  to  protest,  but  if  we  use  single-issue  lit¬ 
mus  tests,  then  we’ll  end  up  only  talking  to 
ourselves.  The  honor  for  Cardinal  Law  is  in 
the  area  of  Catholic/ Jewish  relations  —  his 


ACT  UP  denounces 
honoring  Cardinal  Law 


Boston  group  criticizes  Anti-Defamation  League’s 
bestowal  of  award  to  “ bigoted ”  Catholic  leader 


Bernard  Cardinal  Law  —  "homophobic,  sexist,  anti-sex” 


leadership  on  this  issue  has  taken  on  interna¬ 
tional  significance.  I  hope  by  maintaining  a 
dialogue  with  him,  we  can  help  improve  the 
[Catholic]  Church’s  position  on  many 
issues. 

“Obviously,  there  are  some  issues  on 
which  the  ADL  is  not  in  agreement  with 
Cardinal  Law,”  Zakim  continued,  “but  he 
has  been  very  courageous  in  the  area  of  anti- 
Semitism.” 

Countered  Steven  Skuce  of  ACT 
UP/Boston,  “We  think  that’s  an  un¬ 
satisfactory  rationalization.  Bigotry  is 
bigotry.” 

ACT  UP/Boston  has  prepared  postcards 
and  petitions  outlining  its  position  which 
members  intend  to  present  to  the  ADL  at  the 
dinner.  The  petition  lists  a  number  of  Car¬ 
dinal  Law’s  activities  which,  according  to 
ACT  UP/Boston,  demonstrate  his  bigoted 
nature.  These  include:  lobbying  against  a 
Mass,  gay  rights  bill  and  supporting  the 
state’s  anti-gay  foster  care  policy;  identify¬ 
ing  AIDS  as  a  “moral”  rather  than  a 
medical  problem;  lobbying  against  a  clean 
needle  exchange  program;  refusing  to  en¬ 
dorse  the  use  of  condoms;  and  stymying  ef¬ 
forts  to  provide  explicit  safer  sex  informa¬ 
tion  and  condom  education. 

The  petition  states,  “The  condoning  of 
Bernard  Cardinal  Law’s  outrageously 
bigoted  attitudes  towards  sex  and  AIDS  by 
the  Anti-Defamation  League  is  akin  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church’s  silence  before 
and  during  the  Holocaust.  The  result  of 
such  silence  in  both  cases  is  the  genocide  of 
thousands  of  people.” 

Zakim  said  that  while  he  agreed  AIDS 
and  AIDS  education  issues  are  “extremely 
important  to  all  of  us,”  he  did  not  ap¬ 
preciate  the  Holocaust  analogies  drawn  by 
ACT  UP/Boston.  “Some  of  their  allega¬ 
tions  are  ridiculous,”  Zakim  said.  “Such  as 
their  accusation  that  anyone  supportive  of 
the  dinner  is  a  bigot.  A  number  of  very  pro¬ 
gressive  people  in  the  community  will  be  at¬ 
tending.  Lord  knows,  we  all  have  to  keep 
working  together.”  □ 


GRAND  OPENING 

OPEN  SAT.  &  SUN. 

30-60%  OFF 

ALL  ORIENTAL  RUGS 
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jjjggggyHESE  RUGS  ARE  JUST  A  FE 
EXAMPLES  OR  OUR  LARGE 
SELECTION 
9x6 

BOUKHARA 


VALUED 
AT  $2000 

NOW  $599 


3x5 

DHURRIE 

VALUED 
AT  $100 

NOW  $29 


value  price  sale  price 

value  price  sale  price 

6x4  Chindia  4/8  thick 

$1,000 

$299 

9x6  Fine  Decorator  Dhurrie 

$500 

$150 

10x8  Fine  Decorator  Dhurrie 

$7.50 

S225 

3x2  Mori  boukhara 

$250 

$75 

6x4  Indo  Kashen  Kashmir  pastel 

$1,400 

S3  n 

10x8  Chinese  90L  5/8 

$4,000 

SI.SOO 

10x8  Chindia  5/8  thick 

$3,200 

$995 

12x9  Tabriz  Kashmir 

$6,800 

$1,950 

6'3"x2  Marino  wool  boukhara 

$900 

$295 

12x9  Mori  boukhara 

$3,500 

$999 

8x2'6"  90L  1  5/8  thick  Chinese 

$1,000 

S9S 

9x6  Fine  Kashan 

$9,000 

$3,250 

3x3  round  90L  1  4/8  thick  Chinese  $550 

SI95 

16x10  Fine  Kashmir  Kashan 

$9,000 

$4,500 

12x9  decorator  dhurrie 

$900 

S395 

9x6  lndo  Tabriz 

$2,800 

$799 

14x10  lndo  Kashmir  tabriz 

$6,000 

$2,250 

10'8”x8'3"  Heriz  Pastal 

$3,200 

$199 

Former  Location  Regency  Oriental  Rugs  •  Same  Management  •  All  New  Merchandise 

NEWTON  ORIENTAL  RUG 

FAIR 


m  s 


74  NEEDHAM  ST.,  NEWTON.  MA  02161 
Rte.  128  Exit  I9A  (Next  to  New  England  Book  Fair) 

OPEN  MON.-FRI.  10  am  to 
8  pm,  SAT.  10  am  to  6  pm,  SUN.  12-6  pm 

969-2344 


AGAIN. 


Applications  for  employment  are 
now  being  accepted.  Please  apply 
in  person  at  31  Stuart  Street  in 
Boston,  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 
from  4pm  until  7pm,  and  Saturdays 
from  1pm  until  4pm. 


